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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A PROPOSAL that local authorities should, as part of the 
partnership with house-builders, sell or lease for 99 years to 
the builders the land ready for house construction, with layout 
planned and roads and sewers constructed, was made by Mr. 
H. W. Wells, FRICS, to the Housing Centre Trust con- 
ference on May 28. p. 850 


MR. MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, has set up a committee under Sir Donald Bailey to 
advise on the construction of House Interiors. p. 851 


A RECOMMENDATION that grants for repairs to churches 
be given only to those church authorities who employ an architect 
qualified to supervise such work is contained in a report by a 
Church Assembly Commission on “‘ The Preservation of Our 
Churches,’ which has just been published. p. 852 


THE COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS of the Housing Bill 
were completed on Wednesday, May 28, after a long afternoon 
and evening sitting. The report and third reading stages will 
be taken in the House of Commons after the Whitsuntide 
recess. p. 853 


THE COST of four housing schemes completed post-war by the 
Direct Labour Department of Battersea Borough Council are 
criticised by the District Auditor, who applies to them the 
word “‘ extravagant.” 


A NUMBER of the stands displaying items of special interest 
to the building industry ,at the Mechanical Handling Exhibition 
now being held at Olympia, London, are described on p. 858 


THE PRICE of Portland cement has been reduced by 3s. a 
ton. p. 860 


p. 857 ° 








BUILDING RESEARCH 


IF building research has an Achilles’ heel, it lies in the 

region that exists between production of data and its 
utilisation by the general run of the building industry. There 
have been a good many attempts to overcome this weakness. 
The Architectural Science Board, on the architects’ side ; 
the notes issued prewar by the Building Research Station 
and the postwar Building Studies; the useful series of 
leaflets and publications prepared by the Ministry of Works 
and the series of exhibitions organised by that Ministry : 
these have played their part. Yet all are agreed that the 
rate at which even the simplest results of research conducing 
to greater efficiency in building are filtering through to the 
small builder is too slow. 

There has developed in recent years a growing need for 
a technical information service to which architects and 
builders and their foremen could refer special problems for 
advice. Many of these problems arise from the use of new 
or substitute building materials or methods. It is greatly 
to the credit of the Eastern: Federation of Building Trades 
Employers that four years ago it took part in initiating 
such a service for its members, though necessarily on a 
restricted scale, and in 1950 the Ministry of Works decided 
to appoint technical information officers on a regional basis. 
Their duty is two-fold: one to give any inquirer the answer 
to his technical problems ; two, to bring to the attention of 
the official research organisations current problems in need 
of solution. 

The value of such a service is very evident. Already some 
thousands of inquiries have been answered, and an excellent 
relationship has been built up regionally. In London a 
special arrangement operates by which members of the 
L.M.B.A. have the benefit of the part-time services of a 
technical officer of the M.o.W., but this is exceptional and 
there, as in the other regions, the Ministry’s technical officers 
are at the service of all or arly members of the building 
professions and trades. 

It is clear that to be of the optimum use this technical 
service should be on a regional basis. Yet many of the 
problems posed transcend locality, and the answers must 
often be of general interest ; we shall hope that the Ministry 
will assume the mantle worn prewar by the Building Research 
Station and issue to the technical Press for publication 
selected data in question-and-answer form. The Technical 
Notes to be issued periodically by the L.M.B.A., useful as 
they well may be for general guidance, do not fully meet the 
need. 


CLEAN POSTCARDS 


THE Minister of Works has set up a committee, under the 

chairmanship of Sir Eric de Normann, to raise the 
standard of picture postcards of Hampton Court, the Tower 
of London, Holyrood Palace and Caernarvon Castle, for 
which the Government is responsible. In doing so, Mr. 
Ecctes in the House of Commons said that he was satisfied 
“that British photographers and printers could combine to 
present our unrivalled buildings in a manner that would at 
once put us in the lead as artists in photography and increase 
the profits from the sale of cards.” 

This is entirely praiseworthy, and overdue. We are sure 
the Minister’s confidence is not misplaced. The shrewd 
eye to business also at once dispels any nonsense about art 
for Art’s sake. We ourselves probably overlook the impor- 
tance of the matter, seldom having occasion to buy postcards 
of historic treasures we can daily ignore “‘ in the original.” 
When representations are thrust under our upturned nosgs 
that ‘are, to quote a Mr. Winter of San Francisco in the 
Daily Telegraph, “like something turned out on a hand- 
press in some back alley basement from plates 50 years old ” 
(as they probably are, Mr. Winter) we may merely note that 
Caernarvon viewed through a billow of bell-skirts and bee- 
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MR. A. GRAHAM HENDERSON, ARSA, PRIBA, is here 
seen presenting to Mr. James R. Edmunds, Jr., past-president 
of the American Institute of Architects, a pair of candelabra for 


the use of the Institute. The presentation took place in the 

Treaty Room of the Octagon, the Institute’s headquarters in 

Washington, where President Madison signed the Treaty of 
Ghent to end the war of 1812. 


keeper’s veils, or the ogival silhouette of the Tower echoed 
in that curious variety, in span and headroom, of bygone 
male headgear, in itself adds some period charm to the 
historic subjects. 

But the less nostalgic foreign visitors may well feel cheated. 
While their influx is in spate, we must look to our trading 
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account, particularly while a proportion of them can dis- 
tribute largesse with two strokes through it, if a pun may be 
forgiven on so vital a matter as the dollar exchange. . Perhaps 
also some system of barter might be evolved, to encourage 
connoisseurship—an Eiffel, say, for a Bloody, to grace a French 
tower-fancier’s collection. In our present straits, a post- 
dated Chequers might even be accepted in exchange for a 
White House ! 


But could not the idea be carried further into the present ? 
We have all suffered at some time the embarrassment of 
trying to pinpoint our contemporary buildings for that 
unheralded visitor whose hospitality we enjoyed last year in 
viewing Stockholm Town Hall through such a pervading 
mist of Schnapps. A full deck of postcards might enable us 
to play an architectural trump to fill an awkward gap both in 
the conversation and our permanently war-damaged patri- 
mony. A sort of architectural game of snap might even, be 
possible, given some hybrids such as one combining High 
Point and West Point into Highspot (or should it be Hot- 
point ?). Nor, since popular seaside art was so well exploited 
on the South Bank, should the marine variety of postcard 
be forgotten. Even in the yesteryear of Festival, we might 
have “don’t look now, but somebody’s skylons are coming 
down ” provocatively ‘presented. 


But such levity on a serious subject is unseemly, even with 
the excuse that it is silly-seasonal. More power to the 
Minister’s lens. No doubt his advisors will not fail to recog- 
nise that the technicians of whom Mr. Eccles is rightly proud 
must include the specialist in architectural photography. 
The good photographer is not necessarily a good architectural 
photographer, any more than the good artist is necessarily 
a good commercial artist. 


Whatever the artistic outcome, however, it is consoling 
to think that as our museums and other cultural institutions 
are progressively closed to save attendants’ and cleaners’ 
wages, we shall at least be able to buy better postcards to 
remind us of what used to be our heritage. 














NOTES & NEWS 


SETTING UP HOME 


MOST INTERESTING EXHIBITION for 

those who are newly married or about 
to be married, opened at the Whitechapel 
Art Gallery on June 5. It sets out to help 
young people solve their problems of 
furnishing a first home in modern con- 
ditions and suggests how they can make 
their house or flat a pleasant and friendly 
place without spending a lot of money on 
it. The centrepiece of this small but well 
laid out exhibition is a set of eight 
furnished rooms, covering normal require- 
ments, which show some _ excellent 
examples of well-made modern furniture. 
Almost every object on view can be 
bought in London shops at a reasonable 
price. 

Other displays show visitors what to 
look for in the construction of new 
furniture ; how to adapt old furniture for 
new purposes; and. helps them with 
problems of wall decoration and colour 
schemes. The excellent catalogue includes 
a shopping guide as well as hints on how 
to buy furniture and gives some helpful 
advice on the problems of home furnishing. 
The exhibition wil! be open to the public 
without charge on weekdays (except 
Mondays), from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
on Sundays from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. It 
closes on July 24. 


THE ROYAL GOLD MEDAL 


THE RoyaL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH 
ARCHITECTS regrets to announce that 
owing to the illness of Mr. G. Grey 
Wornum, F.R.I.B.A., it has again been 
necessary to postpone the presentation of 
the Royal Gold Medal which was to have 
taken place at the Institute on June 16. 

It is hoped that Mr. Wornum’s health 
will have sufficiently improved to allow 
the ceremony to be held later in the year. 


A ROOM FOR STUDENTS 


A CLUB ROOM is to be set aside at the 
Building Centre, Store-street, Tottenham 
Court road, W.C.1, for the use. of 
students visiting London for the R.I.B.A. 
Examinations on June 18-26 next, as it is 
thought that the provision of a _ centre 
where they can meet will be appreciated. 

It is proposed’ to have on exhibition a 
small selection of thesis drawings from 
some of the London Schools, and also to 
provide current magazines and other 
literature. A service will be available to 


give information on such matters as may . 


be of special interest to students, and the 
technical Press are arranging to provide 
a display of their books and other publi- 
cations. 


These arrangements have been made 
possible by the accommodation the Build- 
ing Centre now has in its new premises 
and, as they are in the nature of an 


experiment, it is hoped that those able to 
make use of them will not hesitate to 
offer suggestions for the future. Students 
interested are requested to apply for a 
membership card. 


CORONATION SOUVENIRS AND 
MEDALS 


Tue Council of Industrial Design, at 
the request of the Board of Trade and 
with the approval of the Home Office, 
the Lord Chamberlain, and the Keeper 
of the Privy Purse, has formed a Corona- 
tion Souvenirs Committee with the follow- 
ing membership: Miss Audrey Withers 
(chairman), Professor R. W. Baker, Mr. 
R. V. Blott, Sir Ernest W. Boodale, 
Mr. Lynton Lamb, Lady Sempill, Mr. 
F. J. Stratton, Mr. Gordon Russell, 
director of the Council of Industrial 
Design, and three other members of the 
staff, including Mr. A. Gardner-Medwin, 
who is secretary of the committee. ‘The 
purpose of the committee is to promote, a 


high standard of design in souvenirs } 


made by British manufacturers. 

The Industrial Art Committee of the 
Federation of British Industries, the 
Council of Industrial Design, and the 
Royal Mint Advisory Committee have 
jointly agreed to the appointment of a 
Coronation Medal Panel. 

The Panel’s terms of reference are to 
examine and report upon designs for, 
and sample specimens of, metal coronation 
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medals proposed to be offered for sale to 
the public, or to local authorities and 
others for distribution as Coronation 
Souvenirs ; to maintain liaison between 
the Royal Mint and the medal trade with 
a view to establishing and observing as 
high: a standard as possible in the design 
and production of such medals; and to 
issue to the Press and others concerned 
lists of medals and their manufacturers 
approved by the panel, and to authorise 
manufacturers to describe their products 
as sO approved. 

The Panel is constituted as follows: 
Chairman, Mr.,G. R. Hughes, C.V.O., 
Clerk to the Worshipful Company of 
Goldsmiths; and Messrs. T. R. Mott 
and S. Dawson-Collins, of the British 
Jewellers’ Association (representing the 
Federation of British Industries) ; Gordon 
Russell, C.B.E., M.C., R.D.I. and Stanley 
Wright, representing the Council of 
Industrial Design; and P. H. Jowett, 
C.B.E., R.W.S., A.R.C.A., and L. L. H. 
Thompson, C.B.E., Deputy Master of the 
Royal Mint. 


REPAIR OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS 


LAST YEAR’S COURSE for architects on 
the repair of ancient buildings organised 
by the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings aroused so much 
interest that it has been decided to repeat 
the experiment. Arrangements are 
accordingly being made for a course to be 
held from June 16 to 21 next; as before, 
this will consist of lectures, discussions 
and visits to cover the many important 
aspects of repair work. 


The Society feels it is essential that the 
principles underlying the sympathetic and 
conservative treatment of old buildings 
should be more widely understood, and 
it is hoped that it will be found possible 
for local authorities and others to give 
facilities to architect members of their 
staffs so that they can take advantage of 
this scheme. Details from the Society’s 


Secretary at 55, Great Ormond-street, 
W.C.1. 





—— y 
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APPEAL FOR ANTIQUES 


AN APPEAL which readers might like to 
support was made by Mr. David Eccles, 
Minister of Works, when he spoke at the 
dinner of the British Antique Dealers’ 
Association, at Grosvenor House on 
May 21. He was asking for gifts, loans 
and money to form a national collection 
of decorative objects with which to 
furnish British Embassies, Consulates, 
and High Commissioners’ houses, etc. 
At present, he said, the furnishing of 
these was far below the standard one 
would wish to see. As an instance of 
the type of thing required he cited a pair 
of firedogs, William and.Mary for choice, 
which were needed to put in the Banquet- 
ing House at Hampton Court. 

“There must be many pictures in 
attics,” he said, “‘and many pieces of 
furniture under dust sheets which, alas ! 
are too large or too numerous to be in 
use today. They will, in public places, 
add to our prestige and increase the 
knowledge of fine things.” 


NEW PRESIDENT 


Mr. C. E. M. Fitimore has been 
appointed president of the Birmingham 
and Five Counties Architectural Associa- 
tion. 








COMING EVENTS 


TUESDAY, JUNE 10 

L.M.B.A. GOLFING SocieTy.—L.M.B.A. v. R.1.B.A. 
West Hill Golf Course. 

L.C.C. CENTRAL SCHOOL OF ARTS AND CRAFTS.— 
Presentation of diplomas and opening by Earl Haig of 
an exhibition of work. Central School of Arts and 
Crafts, Southampton-row, W.C.1. 3 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11 


L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon at 
which Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, president, L.M.B.A., 
will be present. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, Kens- 
ington High-street, W.8. 1 p.m. 

THURSDAY, #UNE 12 

East HAM SCHOOL OF BUILDING.—Speech night and 
exhibition of work. School of Building, Arragon-road, 
E.6. 7.15 p.m. 

' FRIDAY, $UNE 13 

ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING 'TECHNICIANS.—‘ Con- 
temporary Development of Educational Facilities,’’ by 
Miss Margaret Clarke, B.A., and Mr. Kenneth J. 
Campbell, A.R.I.B.A. Alliamce Hall, Palmer-street, 
S.W.1. 7.30 p.m. 












ACANTHUS— 


““My heavens—Macaroni ! That’s what 
comes of switching Italians from mining 
to building!” 





PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. JOHN C. CLaGuz, M.Inst. R.A., registered 
architect, of Lloyds Bank Chambers, Herne Bay, Kent, 
has opened an additional office at 68a, Burgate, Canter- 
bury. Trade catalogues will be welcomed. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, Fune 5, 1852 


COMPETITION AMONG BuILDERS.—It is 
admitted on all sides, and I believe by 
nearly all connected with the building 
trade, that competition has reduced it to 
a degrading and miserable condition, a 
condition in which no doubt all trades in 
their present bearing are more or less 
affected. To such a state has it come, that 
the stability of trade seems to be under- 
mined altogether, and unless some vigorous 
and decisive steps are taken to endeavour, 
if possible, at least, to check its procedure, 
a state of depression almost without a 
parallel must be the result—WALTER. 























































































































































NEW GARAGE FOR LONDON 
TRANSPORT 


London Transport’s comprehensive 
scheme for providing additional garage 
accommodation has been carried a 
stage further by the completion of this 
new garage at Gordon-road, Norbiten, 
on the outskirts of Kingston. 

The new garage incorporates, as 
separate units, a servicing and parking 
area, an administration block with 
staff canteen above and, on the other 
side of London-road, the new dock 
building. The parking area provides 
accommodation for 70 vehicles, and is 
of steel-frame construction, with brick 

. walls and concrete mullion windows. 
An aarchitectural feature of _ the 
building, here illustrated, is the un- 
dulating reinforced-concrete canopy 
over the main garage doors. _ The 
administration block is a two-storey 
construction similar in external finish- 
ings to the main building. 

The architects were Messrs. Wallis 
Gilbert and Partners, FF/RIBA, in 

. association with Mr. Thomas Bilbow, 
FRIBA, the executive’s architect. 
The main contractors were Messrs. 
W. H. Gaze and Son, Lid. 
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Merchant Adventurers 
Company's Hall, York 


THE WORK OF RESTORATION 


ON the 20th day of March in the year 

1357, there-was granted by Edward 
III to a group of 13 citizens of York a 
licence to form a fraternity and guild of 
themselves and others, both men and 
women, in honour of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the Most Blessed Virgin 
Mary. All these men were prominent 
merchants and tradesmen of good estate 
and many were connected with one branch 
or other of the woollen industry. There 
can be no doubt that, to whatever extent 
it may have been screened by their 
religious and social activities, the principal 
object of their association was the protec- 
tion and promotion of their business 
interests. 

Thus was founded the body now known 
as the Company of. Merchant Adven- 
turers of York which through periods of 
varying fortune and under different names 
has been a noteworthy factor in the life 
of the city. The Guild quickly achieved 
great popularity and attracted many new 
members, for the most part business men, 
from all over the North and East Ridings 
and even from so distant a place as 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 


RECONSTRUCTION AS A 
HOSPITAL 


In the year 1371 the fraternity had 
become so large and affluent that it 
sought and obtained from Edward III a 
licence to reconstruct itself as an Hospital 
whose aims were to be at least ostensibly 
religious and charitable. This licence is 
amplified by one granted by the Arch- 
bishop of York in 1411 for the celebration 
of masses within the chapel attached to 
the Hospital which was then designated 
as that of the Holy Trinity. ‘That other 


activities of the brotherhood, both The fine medieval roof of the main hall. 
commercial and social, were not dis- 


continued, is indicated by the issue of a 
licence by Henry VI in 1430 for the 
formation of a Guild of the Craft of 
Mercers in the City of York. In this new 
constitution a sense of continuity is 
preserved by the continued reference to 
the first-mentioned guild and subsequent 
hospital in official. documents so late as 
the year 1504. 

The law enacted by Henry VII in 
1497, which made it easy for York 
Merchants to participate in the trading 
privileges of the Company of Merchant 
Adventurers of England, was taken 
advantage of so largely that a Court of 
the latter was grafted on the local Mercers 
Company within a few years thereafter. 
This somewhat ill-balanced arrangement 
was adjusted by Queen Elizabeth’s Charter 
of 1580 which confirmed the rights of the 
local body and authorised it to style itself 
the Company of Merchant Adventurers 
of York. 

From the beginning of the seventeenth 
century the importance of the Company 

Z ; showed signs of a progressive decline 
The staircase in the new wing. and its sphere of influence became more 





June 6 1952 


and more restricted; its 
powers of control, not only 
over its members but even 
over outsiders in the conduct 
of their trading operations in 
the city, nevertheless con- 
tinued to be exercised until the 
end of the eighteenth century. 
These activities came to an 
end, however, in April, 1827, 
when in the High Court at 
York the rights which it 
claimed to possess were chal- 
lenged and denied to it in an 
action against a local druggist 
for trading in the city without 
its licence. 

Although shorn of the 
privileges which it had so long 
enjoyed, the Company has not 
ceased through the influence 
of itself and its members to 
promote and maintain the 
ideas of good fellowship, ser- 
vice to the community and fair 
and honourable dealing to 


Right : General view of the hall, 

showing in the foreground the 

fifteenth-century chapel which has 
been restored recently. 


Below : The new wing. 
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which it has ever owed its allegiance. 

The land on which the Merchants Hall 
stands was, in 1356, given by Sir William 
Percy to three of those merchants who a 
year later formed the fraternity to whom 
a licence had then been granted. Although 
the deed of gift contains a reference to 
buildings then on the site, it is unlikely 
that they were in the position which the 
hall and chapel now occupy. It is more 
probable that they consisted of shops and 
houses with their frontages on the edge of 
the roadway of Fossgate, then as now an 
important artery of the city. 

The Guild accounts for the years from 
1357 to 1364 make it clear that no time 
was lost in proceeding to erect premises 
suitable for the religious and other use 
of its members. The records of materials 
purchased and labour expended on con- 
structional work during these early years 
refute the suggestion which has been 
made that the operations then in progress 
were repairs of old structures or at best 
new timber construction of a more or less 
impermanent .character. An enormous 
quantity of timber was.certainly acquired 
but in the year 1358 alone not less than 
7,000 cub. ft. of stone and 20,000 bricks 
were delivered on the site. It is interesting 
to note that the wages paid to workmen at 
that time varied from four pence to six 
pence a day, that stone was cheap at six 
pence per ton and bricks relatively dear 
at six shillings a thousand. The two 


recorded orders for 68 trees from Bolton 


Percy in the year 1357 represent only a 
portion and probably a small one of the 
timber then acquired. The materials 
listed in the accounts for that period, 
including huge quantities of lime, sand, 
laths and roofing tiles, would suffice for 
the construction of the hall and undercroft 
now standing on the site. There is no 
reference in the later records to any 





838 


rebuilding of a major 
character except in the 
case of the chapel, and 
the conclusion is, there- 
fore, inevitable that the 
buildings as we _ see 
them to-day ‘are for the 
most part the work of 
the time of Edward III. 

The south wall of the 
undercroft is built of 
medieval bricks many 
of which measure 104 in. 
by 5} in. by a little less 
than 2in. in thickness. 
Contemporary examples 
of these dimensions can 
be ‘seen in the North 
Bar at Beverley and in 
the Water Gate of St. 
Mary’s Abbey at York. 
Those in the west wall 
are uniformly of the 
standard size of 9 in. 
and may be the produce 
of a different yard. The 
north wall which is of 
stone has been badly 
mutilated and. retains 
little evidence of its date 
except perhaps a lancet- 
headed doorway near 
its eastern end. The 
windows in all these 
walls are later insertions. 
The firestead in the 
undercroft to which the 
date of about 1420 has 
been assigned is 
interesting and almost 
unique in its arrangement. In the Com- 
pany’s records of the year 1698 is reference 
to a proposal to erect a new firestead in 
the passage to the chapel for greater 
convenience on occasions of feasting. 
The probable explanation of this proposal 
is that the use of the ancient one had been 
discontinued because of its proximity to 
the crowded quarters occupied by pen- 
sioners. The idea, however, was 
abandoned and the required accommo- 
dation was provided on the upper floor in 
what is now the assistants’ room. 

The Archbishop’s licence of - 1411 
conveys the information that the original 
chapel attached to the hall had by then 
become so dilapidated that it had ‘been 
necessary to reconstruct it. There is 
evidence of rebuilding early in the 
fifteenth century which can be seen in the 


MERCHANTS MALL: YORK: 
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to the fireplace in that room. The 
stair from the forecourt which gives 
direct access to the principal floor is of 
similar date. 

Between the years 1925 and 1928 very 
extensive repairs were carried out in 
the building and the attractive medizval 
timber work of the roof restored to view 
by the removal of a plaster ceiling which 
had been inserted in the nineteenth 
century. A partition of eighteenth century 
date which divided the great hall into two 
was then cleared away together with 
others in the undercroft which defined 


ethe living quarters of the Company’s 


A fireplace rescued from an old York property and set up 
recently in the committee room in the new annexe. The mantel 
bears the arms of the Merchant Adventurers Company of London. 


moulding of the existing stone base course 
and in the remains of the decayed and 
replaced pe Fei of that date which are 
still preserved in the adjoining garden. 

In the days of Elizabeth the need of 
increased accommodation appears to have 
been felt and an additional wing was, 
therefore, built as a projection on the 
north side of the main building. Its 
carved barge boards with their traces of 
medizval feeling and the early renaissance 
door to the undercroft with its somewhat 
crude but attractive detail are worth 
notice. 

In the eighteenth century the medieval 
windows on the north and south sides of 
the great hall were replaced by hung 
sashes divided into small panes in the 
Georgian manner, and a wooden chimney 
piece in the style of the period was added 


The Ante Chapel. .Frem a drawing by Cecil Leckenby, FRIBA.. 


pensioners who were located there. In 
1949 the interior of the chapel was recon- 
ditioned and in the following year the 
Company undertook the major operation of 
erecting an extension on an available site 
in the adjoining yard. Here has been 
provided badly needed cloak-room accom- 
modation with two rooms for the display 
and study of the Company’s valuable 
muniments and a strong room for their 
safe custody. At the same time a stair 
was constructed in the Elizabethan wing 
which provided a long-desired means of 
access from the great hall to the under- 
croft. 

The work of erecting the extension was 
executed by William Anelay, Ltd., of 
York, and all the recent works of restora- 
tion and improvement were carried out 
under the direction of the late Walter H. 
Brierley of York and his successors 
Brierley, Syme and Leckenby, architects 
of that city. 


J. Sruart Syme, F.S.A., F.R.I:B.A. 


WREN AND HIS DRAWINGS 


A Talk by Mr. Summerson 


“SiR CHRISTOPHER WREN through his 
Drawings” was the subject chosen by Mr. 
JOHN SUMMERSON, F.S.A., A.R.I.B.A., for 
his discourse at a meeting of the. Royal 
Institution on May 30. 


Nearly a thousand drawings from Sir 
Christopher Wren’s office were in éxistence, 
but only a relatively small number are en- 
tirely in his own hand. It may never be 
possible to assign more than a few of the: 
remainder to their authors, but Mr. Summer- 
son claimed that certain groups could be 
distinguished as the work of: specific 
draughtsmen. He showed for example, 
that ‘the hand of Edward’ Woodroffe, 
Wren’s assistant in the early days of 
St. Paul’s, is traceable in.drawings for the 
cathedral, for some of the City churches and 
the Monument. Similarly, there are‘drawings 
in a very personal style, by. Robert Hooke, 
better known for his scientific work; while 
later draughtsmen of distinction’ were 
William Dickinson and Nicholas Hawks- 
more. 


More important, however,’than the dis- 
crimination of drawings by Wren’s col- 
leagues and assistants was the identification 
of those by the ,master himself. Wren’s 
draughtsmanship was consistently refined 
and modest and so lacking in’showmanship 
that geometrical drawings in his own hand 
could easily. be passed over ‘as: office work. 
The study of the drawings, however, of 
which there were dateable examples from 
Wren’s boyhood up to..the completion of 
St.. Paul’s, -provided the purest form of 
evidence as:to his feeling for classical desigm 
and his interpretation of the Baroque. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


’ COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am no less an admirer of good 
traditional work than your. corre- 
spondent, Mr. W. H. Hosken, but I 
cannot accept his dictum that we must 
“proceed traditionally where use and 
custom remain unaltered,” nor the view 
that ‘‘ new departures ” in church design 
are necessarily undesirable. That, surely, 
is the negation of architectural history. 

Traditional work itself consists of, or is 
based on, elements that once were “‘ new 
departures.” . For example, long before 
the pointed arch—that essence of the 
Gothic style—was thought of, Christian 
worship ‘was conducted in buildings of 
Classic origin or descent. Gothic itself was 
a new departure, but if there is anything 
in your correspondent’s reasoning it 
should never have been adopted for 
churches. What we should have lost in 
architectural grandeur if that had been 
so! 

Pursuing the theme further, once Gothic 
had been accepted as the style for church 
building in this country it ought pre- 
sumably never to have been departed from; 
therefore, that “‘ new departure,” the Re- 
naissance, is to be deplored. Without it, 
however, there would have been no St. 
Paul’s. . 

To-day, both the Classic and the Gothic 
styles when adapted to churches suggest 
spiritual associations, but only because 
‘““use and custom ”—or in other words 
the association of ideas—tell us so. It 
is my belief that the new forms of Coventry 
Cathedral, especially when they have be- 
come familiar by widespread adoption as 
they well may, will be reverenced equally 
with the old. I am thinking in particular 
of the high saw-tooth windows directing 
their vari-coloured light on altar and 
tapestry. } 

If Mr. Hosken would get a copy of the 
booklet on the Cathedral referred to in 
one of your leading articles last week, as 
I have done, and with an open mind study 
it carefully in both text and illustrations, 
I believe he would be impressed with the 
spiritual inspiration of the design and more 
inclined to countenance those “new 
departures ” which it seems to me he 
rather illogically condemns. 

But the convincing argument in favour 
of progressive design is that traditional 
Gothic is not characteristic of our times 
and has exhausted its possibilities of 
development. 

The medizval builders themselves paid 
scant attention to the work of their pre- 
decessors—in fact they often pulled it 
down and built according to what they 
considered their own better ideas. Why 
should we not emulate their example, at 
least to the extent of building in accordance 
with our own ideas and with the materials 
and characteristic methods of construction 
of our time ? 

FORWARD. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


'IR,—In selecting the design of Mr. 
Basil Spence for first place in the 
Coventry Cathedral competition, the.asses- 
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sors stated that “as the conditions are 
unusual the resulting conception is 
unusual, revealing the author’s ability 
to solve the problem of designing a 
Cathedral in terms ‘of contemporary 
architecture.” The essential require- 
ment of the competition was that the 
design should be contemporary; why, 
therefore, all this wrangling when the 
architect has produced what was wanted? 

I have studied all the illustrations of 
the design which have been published, and 
the impression left on my mind is not one 
of “streamlined modernism” or “jet 
propulsion,” as one of your corre- 
spondents has suggested; for me the 
design is full of the Gothic spirit, witness 
the time-honoured division of the plan 
into nave and aisles, the soaring columns, 
and the ribbed vaulting. The sawtooth 
side walls, with their windows all facing 
towards the altar, are unconventional, but 
with their great height, their mullions 
and transoms, they are Gothic in spirit 
as also are the Chapel of Unity and the 
Guild Chapel, with their narrow mullions 
and lancet windows. The design is a 
contemporary conception but infused with 
the Gothic spirit. 

r “ce 5 gs 


THE STANDARD METHOD OF 
MEASUREMENT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


CMe. C. R. Vinycomb’s letter in 

The Builder of May 23 serves a 
useful purpose in emphasising that the 
Standard Method of Measurement is a 
joint production of surveyors and builders, 
and that the Joint Committee welcomes 
at all times suggestions for improvement 
from users of the document. 

Such suggestions may be forwarded 
through professional institutions or trade 
associations but, unless they are intended 
for _preliminary consideration by the 
institution or association concerned, are 
better addressed to the Registrar, R.I.C.S., 
12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 

The Joint Committee has extended the 
time allowed for sending in suggestions 
for improvement-to October 31 next. 

P. T. Watters [F.R.I.C.S.]. 
Hon. Secretary. 
Standing Joint Committee for the Stand- 
ard Method of Measurement of Building 
Works. 
Sicilian House, W.C.1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Might I be allowed to suggest 

that a suitable basis for discussion 

on this subject would be the article on 

“* Streamlining the Quantities,”’ by Mr. J. 

Forster, M.I.0.B., which appeared in The 
Builder of December 8, 1950 ? 

Also it would be a good thing if your 
leading article of February 2, 1951, 
entitled ‘The Quantity Surveyors’ 
Dilemma,”’ with all its implications, were 
closely studied by all interested in the 
improvement of procedure in the building 
trade. 

Mr. E. S. Chalkley’s suggestions, 
reported in your issue of April 25 last, 
to improve the S.M.M. seem to me to 
make much ado -about nothing. But 
Mr. C. R. Vinycomb in his recent letter 
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wishes the prose content of the S.M.M. 
reviewed by one of the D. Litts of the 
English Association, and finally to have 
it done up like some sort of illuminated 
address. 

How much longer are we to submit to 
this mumbo-jumbo, and when is quantity 
surveying to be put into its proper 
perspective ? 

JoHN ALLAN. 

Glasgow. 


To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—Because your Ruritanian corre- 

spondent, Mr. Ahrem, writing from 
the purlieus of a West Country seaport 
town (presumably having just landed 
from a Levantine merchantman) tells 
us somewhat archly that he has not before 
seen it publicly stated that a bill of 
quantities should not be used as reading 
matter, only as an account to be priced, 
then perhaps we may take it that he has 
not before now visited Great Britain. 

Doubtless Mr. Ahrem, during 
peripatetic excursions in the diplomatic 
service of his legendary government, has 
found that laundry- and shopping-lists 
and even bills of quantities (if British 
contract practice is followed in Ruritania ; 
who knows better than Mr. Ahrem ?) are 
widely read ‘by the followers of the 
prophet in their mosques and even pro- 
claimed from the minarets by the 
Muezzins. 

Mr. Ahrem’s compatriots must be 
fortunate if their technical itemised 
schedules are written in the devotional 
or epic style. 

C. R. Vinycoms. 

54, Wickstead-avenue, 

Leagrave, Luton, Beds. 


REGISTRATION OF SURVEYORS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—A fourth attempt is being pre- 
pared to bring about a statutory 
registration of surveyors on similar lines 
to A.R.C.U.K. Various institutions are 
slogging hard at constructing a Bill to 
reach the House of Commons, but 
nobody yet has determined “ what is a 
surveyor.” When the public hear about 
a surveyor or refer to him they immediately 
think he is to do with the land or the 
building they occupy. Some little while 
back I took it upon myself to find out 
how much the public knew about archi- 
tects and surveyors, and the results were 
as follows :— 

Architects: 61 per cent. of the public 
know them as persons who plan build- 
ings; 17 per cent. as builders; 14 per 
cent. as surveyors; 7 per cent. did 
not know ; and 1 per cent. would not 
be bothered. 

Surveyors : 52 per cent. thought they 
measured land and buildings ; 21 per 
cent. stated that they control local 
councils ; 15 per cent. stated that they 
determine the rates; and 12 per cent. 
thought their job was to survey land. 
All appeared to know what a surveyor 

was, but a fair number could not tell me 
what an architect was. In asking many 
architects the etymology of the word 
“‘ architect,” 98 per cent. did not know, 
and in asking many surveyors a similar 
question about “ surveyor,” not one 
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knew. The former term was invented 
2300 B.c., and the latter in a.p. 482. 

According to my records, excluding 
civil and. structural engineers, 182,000 
persons would claim the right to become 
’ registered surveyors because they have 
something to do with land and buildings. 
They consist of surveyor of works, land 
surveyors, building surveyors, quantity 
surveyors, mining surveyors, mineralogists, 
geologists, valuers, reputable auctioneers 
and estate agents, and architects. A 
register of names in book-form 7 in. by 
10 in. would measure 6} in, in thickness, 
and could not be sold for less than 90s. 
to a registered member,’ and a new file 
for each member, all placed together, 
would measure 65 ft. long; therefore, 
those who wish to become controlled will 
have to pay dearly for their registration. 

W. MacDonaLp. 
Gordon House, 
16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 


THE DETERIORATION OF 
RENTED DWELLINGS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am instructed by the National 

Housing and Town Planning Council 

to bring to your notice the following 

resolution passed by the Council on 
May 22. 

That the National Housing and Town 
Planning Council: Views with grave 
concern, the fact that vast numbers of 
dwellings are in bad condition through 
lack of attention in past years and the 
limitation of repair work since the war 
years 1939-45; realises that pro- 
grammes for building new houses can 
only affect this aspect of the housing 
problem in so far as demolition orders 
are made and tenants rehoused ; and 
urges Her Majesty’s Government to 
take action to enable local authorities 
to enforce effectively the provisions of 
the Housing Acts in regard to the 
habitable standards of existing houses, 
and to introduce such other measures 
as may be necessary to stem the deteri- 
oration of rented dwellings. 

Whilst being largely self-explanatory it 
may be read with greater interest in 
conjunction with the following observa- 
tions. 

Slum clearance schemes carried out 
under the zgis of local housing authorities 
were for all practical purposes stopped 
following the Munich incident 1938, and 
in 1939 the Ministry of Health in circular 
1866 placed a ban on demolition because 
of the need for conserving all housing 
accommodation in the light of the problem 
of rehousing people displaced as a result 
of air raids. This state of affairs has 
continued, for besides war losses, the 
needs of a population increased by 
34m. since 1939 has added to the acute 
housing shortage, and only in isolated 
cases where there is potential danger in 
leaving a bad dwelling to stand is demoli- 
tion procedure carried out. In the 
Medical Officer of Health’s Report on a 
populous North Country town it is stated 
** Many of the houses in the slum areas 
are much below even a reasonable standard 
and in some the tenants are living under 
very unsatisfactory conditions.” = The 
number of slum houses demolished in 


of 20,000 slum houses is envisaged ” ; 
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that town in the year 1950 was one. From 
other reliable sources we gather that it is 
estimated that in Birmingham and the 


Black Country there are some 103,000 . 


houses over-ripe-for demolition ; that in 
West Hartlepool there are over 8,000 
“badly blighted and gub - standard 
houses ” ; in Salford “‘ the sweeping away 
and 
in Glasgow about 2,250 houses scheduled 
for demolition are still inhabited. A 
survey of 180,000 dwellings in Wales, in 
1949, showed that 43 per cent. were unfit. 
All over the country there are pockets of 
slum dwellings, each presenting an in- 
soluble problem in the absence of a 
national policy for clearing away the 
slums. 

There is also the problem of small- 
type property which is deteriorating for 
the lack of proper maintenance, which if 
allowed to go unchecked must inevitably 
result in still more slums. My Council is, 
of course, fully apprised of the difficulties 
of reconciling pre-war rent income with 
post-war economic conditions, but they 
are confirmed in their opinion that the 
first consideration must be the health and 
happiness of the people immured in the 
slums, and other sub-standard houses. 

The moral aspects of bad housing are 
sufficiently recognised as to call for no 
comment, but I would like to quote the 
words of King George V of beloved 
memory, “If this country is to be the 
country which we desire to see it become, 
a great offensive must be undertaken 
against disease and crime, and the first 
point at which the offensive must be 
delivered is the unhealthy, ugly, over- 
crowded house in the mean street, which 
we all of us know too well.” The case 
has never been better, or more succinctly, 
stated. 

A. R. KERRELL-VAUGHAN, 
General Secretary, 
National Housing and 
‘Fown Planning Council. 
42, Devonshire-street, 
W.1. 


CORPORATION PENALTIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Our clients, Messrs. R. B. Burden, 


Ltd., of Staines-road, Hounslow, 
Middlesex, have instructed us to com- 
municate with you regarding a report which 
appeared on page 752 of The Builder of 
May 16, 1952, of an action at the West- 
minster County Court. 

In the penultimate paragraph of the 
report in question appear the words “ but 
not the extra corporation penalties for non- 
completion of houses.”” Our clients con- 
sider that the words imply that they did 
not complete certain houses. They state 
that this is not correct. They completed 
the whole of the works covered by their 
contract with the local authority. The said 
local authority deducted from the sums 
paid to our clients certain amounts as 
liquidated and ascertained damages arising 
out of alleged delay in completion. Our 
clients have disputed the right of the local 
authority to do so. The matter will in due 
course be dealt with by arbitration. 

Tuomas V. Epwarps & Co. 

Barclays Bank Chambers, 

95 & 96 Whitechapel High-street, E.1. 


June & 1952 


SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 


R.LB.A. 
Examination for Building Surveyors 


At the R.I.B.A. Examination for the 
Office of Building Surveyor under Local 
Authorities held on April 23, 24 and 25, last, 
13 candidates presented themselves and the 
following were successful: Messrs. Wilfred 
J. Morley, Wallace Platt, Ernest J. Winfield” 
and Richard F. Stockley. ’ 


A.A, 
Officers and Council, 1952 


THE result of the ballot for the election 
of the officers and council of The Architec- 
tural Association for the session June 1, | 
1952, to May 31, 1953, is announced:— j 

President: A. R. F. Anderson, F.R.I.B.A. 

Vice-Presidents: Sit Hugh Casson, R.D.1, | 
M.A., F.R.LB.A.; and Peter Shepheard, 
B.Arch., A.M.T.P.L, A.LL.A., A.R.IB.A. 

Hon. Secretary: Gontram Goulden, T.D., 
A.R.LB.A. 4 

Hon. Treasurer: Bryan Westwood, 
F.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipl.(Hons.). 

Hon. Editor: W. W. Atkinson, O.B.E., 
A.R.1.B.A., A.A.Dipl.(Hons.). 

Hon. Librarian: Hon. Godfrey Samuel, | 
M.A., A.M.T.P.I., F.R.1LB.A. 

Ordinary Members of Council: G.7 
Anthony Atkinson, B.Arch.(Hons.),” 
A.R.IL.B.A. J. M. Austin-Smith,. M.C., 
A.R.LB.A., A.A.Dipl.; John Brandon-Jones, 
A.R.LB.A., A.A.Dipl.; Anthony M. Chitty, 
M.A., A.M.T.P.I.,  F.R.IB.A.,  A.A.DipIl. 
(Past-President); D. Clarke Hall, F.R.I.B.A., 
A.A.Dipl.; Neville\ Conder, A.R.I.B.A.,: 
A.A.Dipl.(Hons.); Hon. R. A. de Yarburgh- 
Bateson, M.A., A.R.1.B.A., A.A.Dipl.; B. 
A. le Mare, A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipl.; Miss 
Barbara Price, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipl.; 
Raglan Squire, M.S.1A., F.R.I.B.A.; and 
Prof. Basil Ward, Hon.A.R.C.A., F.R.I.B.A, 


Scholarship Awards 


THe Councit of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation announce the award of the follow- 
ing scholarships in architecture at the 
Architectural Association School of Archi- 
tecture :— : 

The “ Minter” open entrance scholarship 
(value £120): D. S. MacLean, Stanwix, Car- 
lisle. (Nelson School, Wigton and Carlisle 
School of Art.) 

The “Sir ‘Walter Lawrence” open 
entrance scholarship (value £100): R. H. 
Collis, Tattenham Corner, Surrey. (Surbiton 
Grammar School.) 

The Natural Asphalte Council scholarship 
(value £50) presented by the Natural 
Asphalte Mine-Owners and Manufacturers 
Council: R. H. Hunt, Caversham, Reading. 
(Reading School). 


R.LCS, 


Election of Officers and Council 


At the first meeting on May 26 of the 
newly elected Council of The Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors, the following 


‘were elected officers for the session 1952- | 


1953 :— 

President: J. Cassels _ Pinkerton, M.C., | 
B.L., City Assessor of Glasgow; Senior Vice- 
Presidents G. Arnold Coombe, M.C., Chief 
Surveyor, Prudential Assurance Co., Ltd.; 
Vice-Presidents: The Hen. Geoffrey J. 
Bourke, Land Agent to the Nature Conser- 
vancy; Charles P. Bowyer, T.D., of Slough; 
and William R. Brackett, O.B.E., T.D., B.Sc., 
of Nottingham. 
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View of block 12 (Holberry House) from the north-east. 


KINGSWOOD LCC ESTATE, 
DULWICH 


C. H. WALKER, CBE, I’RIBA, 

DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND VALUER 

S. HOWARD, LRIBA, FORMER HOUSING 
ARCHITECT 

S. PINFOLD, ARIBA, HOUSING ARCHITECT 

J. W. OATLEY, ARIBA, SENIOR ARCHITECT 

A. E. LONG, ARIBA, ARCHITECT-IN-CHARGE 


Another view of block 12 looking west from block 13 
(Hovenden House). 
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Blocks 4 and 5 (Bradlord and Broderick Houses) looking south-east from block 3. 


HE site of this new London County Council 
housing estate is well-wooded with fine trees 

and is bounded by residential property except on 
the eastern boundary where there is a deep railway 
cutting. The estate covers 37 acres, of which 
30 acres comprises land for housing development 
and about three-and-a-half acres allocated for 
schools. The remainder is occupied by the original 





mansion, Kingswood House, and its grounds, which 
is scheduled as a possible community centre. Full 
consideration has been given to preserving a large 
number of existing trees. 

The layout has been designed to provide a mixed 
development, viz., cottages, two-, three- and four- 
storey flats and a shopping centre. The shopping 
centre provides for 12 shops arranged around a 


Block 5 (Broderick House) looking 
east from service road, 
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precinct free from vehicular traffic. Service roads 
supply access to the rear of the shops. There will 
be maisonette accommodation over the shops. 
Included in the layout are sites for two public 
houses. The schools being erected consist of one 
primary and one nursery school having two-and-a- 
half acres and one acre respectively. The blocks 
of flats are designed on the staircase and balcony 
access principle and all buildings are of traditional 
brick construction with metal windows and clay 
roofing tiles to pitched roofs. 

Some of the blocks of flats and cottages are faced 
with yellow facing bricks and others are in multi- 
coloured facings. 

The blocks are comprised of one-, two-, three-, 
four- and five-room flats, and each has a private 
balcony overlooking a grassed or planted area. The 
four-storey flats are served by fully automatic lifts. 
Space heating in the living-rooms is provided by a 
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A typical plan of flats on Kingswood Estate. 





modern gas-ignited solid-fuel open-fire stove with 
which a back boiler is incorporated and connected 
to a cylinder to supply ample hot water service to 
kitchen and bathroom. An electric immersion 
heater is fixed in the cylinder for summer use. The 
kitchens have built-in dresser, cupboards and broom 
cupboard, good ventilated larder, tiled recess for 
cooker, sink with double draining boards. 

Communal laundries are provided in some of the 
blocks of flats and are fitted with electric automatic 
washing machines, heated drying cabinet and table 
providing sufficient service for tenants. ‘The tenants 
have sole use of the laundry facilities on a rota 
system. 

The estate when completed will provide accom- 
modation for 800 families. 

The development is being carried out by Mr. C. H. 
Walker, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., Director of Housing and 
Valuer. Other architects connected with the scheme 
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are: Mr. S. Pinfold, A.R.I.B.A. (housing architect), 
Mr. J. W. Oatley, A.R.I.B.A. (senior architect), 
Mr. A. E. Long, A.R.I.B.A. (architect-in-charge), 
Mr. S. Howard, L.R.I.B.A., then housing architect, 
now schools architect, being responsible for the scheme 
and general design. 

The main building contractors for the various 
portions of the development are: Messrs. Rush 
and Tompkins, Ltd. (formerly Kent and Sussex 
Contractors, Ltd.), Sidcup, Kent; Messrs. Gough 
Cooper and Co., Ltd., Dartford, Kent ; and Messrs. 
Wilson Lovatt and Sons, Ltd., London, S.W.1. 
Following is a list of the principal sub-contractors :— 


Asphalt, Quality Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; wrot ironwork, 
General Constructional and Engineering Co., Bedford 


and Sons, Ltd., and Brown and Tawse, Ltd.; electrical 
work, Ayr Engineering and Constructional Co., Ltd., 
Honor Bros., Ltd., and Iverson Electrical, Ltd. ; excavating, 


Geo. Field ; chain link fencing, Fencing (Shepperton), 
Lid. ; glazing, H. George, and Aygee, Ltd. ; hot water 
services (block 3 laundry), J. Martin (Brockley), Ltd. ; 
joinery, Magnet Joinery, Ltd., P. H. Barker and Son, Ltd., 
Joinery and Builders Supplies, Ltd., E. H. Smith (Croydon), 
Ltd., and Rippers, Ltd. 

Laundry installation, J. H. Nicholson and Co., Ltd. ; 
lifts, Shorts (Lifts), Ltd., Express Lift Co., Ltd., and 
Bennie Lifts, Ltd. ; metal windows, Ideal Casements 
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View of block 11 (Kinsey 
House) from courtyard looking 
south-west. 


(Reading), Ltd., Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and 
Vickers-Goodwin, Ltd. ; painting, E. B. Blackwell, Ltd., 
South London Decorators, Ltd., F. Labbett and Sons, 
Ltd., and F. and J. Pilling (Bros.), Ltd. ; “‘ Bondura”’ floors, 
Brick Flooring Construction, Ltd. ; plastering, Alan Milne, 
Ltd., Pain and Owen, Ltd., W. Greenslade Bros., Pool’s 
Construction, Ltd., and Plastering, Ltd. 

Plumbing, Thorpe Bros., Ltd., R. J. Nolan and Son, 
Ltd., and Stuart Carmichael, Ltd. ; pre-cast concrete, 
Enfield Stone Co., and J. and W. Henderson, Ltd. ; roof 
tiling, W. Creighton and Co., Ltd., Wiggins-Sankey, 
Ltd., and Thurman and Allard, Ltd. ; structural steelwork, 
T. C. Jones and Co., Ltd., C. and S. Construction Co., Ltd. 
and Aston Construction Co., Ltd. ; wall, floor and cill tiling, 
B. Finch and Co., Ltd., W. J. Pateman, Ltd., and Wiggins- 
Sankey, Ltd. 


KINGSWOOD LCC ESTATE, 
DULWICH 
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B dasa site of this house is 300 ft. long and approxi- 

mately 90 ft. deep, flat and bounded by railway 
embankment on one long side to the west with access 
only by dead end of road, being the only road frontage 
of the site. 

Planning.—Dictated by the narrowness of site and 
the proximity of the railway which runs from south 
to north. The accommodation consists of a lounge, 
dining-room, kitchen, bathroom, garage and outside 
w.c. on lower floor, and three bedrooms and lavatory 
with shower on the upper floor. All bedrooms face 
east away from the railway, and a fourth bedroom can 
be added later over the garage. The lounge has a bay 
window looking west, and french doors opening to 
the south, planned around a Camelon convector fire 
with below-floor ash pit with polished copper cheeks 
to increase reflection. 

The hall gives direct access to the lounge, dining- 
room and bathroom, the two living-rooms being 
connected under the stairs, while the kitchen, which 
looks on to the back and front, is accessible through 
the dining-room. The garage is incorporated into 
the plan, and the flat roof is continued over the doors 
and the hall to give covered access. 

Construction—Load bearing 11in. cavity brick 
external walls, faced with Uxbridge flint bricks. 
Light cream on all elevations except under covered 
way adjoining front entrance, where the facing bricks 
are dark brown; load bearing 4} in. internal walls 
are in common bricks, and there are 3 in. breeze 
partitions. Concrete floor to hall, bathroom and 
kitchen. T. and G. boards on joists to lounge and 
dining-room, with }in. insulation board between joists 
and floor board. First-floor of joists and T. and G. 
boarding. Pitched roof covered with double Roman 
tiles and felt, and supported by five purpose-made 
trusses. These have 3 in. by 1} in. rafters carried on 
4in. by 2in. purlins tied with 3 in. by 14 in. struts 
and ties, bolted up with “‘ Bulldog ” timber connectots, 
and delivered to the site in two halves and bolted 
together in position. This allowed the building to be 
roofed before the erection of the upper floor partitions 
and laying of the timber floor. The saving of soft- 
wood involved permitted the ground-floor lounge and 
dining-room to have suspended floors. 

The roof over the hall and forming the porch is 
constructed of T. and G. boards on short joists 
built into the front wall and carried on the front edge 
by a timber beam spanning from 13}in. buttress 
against the garage to the glazed screen of the hall, 
with an intermediate support of a galvanised steel 
column set in as a drainpipe. The soffit is polished 
hardboard, and the top covered with “ Ruberoid ” 
and flashed with copper. 

Finishes and Equipment.—The external brickwork 
is left raked. The airbricks to the food cupboard on 
the east wall are supplied by the Uxbridge Flint 
Brick Co., and are arranged to match and in a pattern 
with projecting header panels. The buttress to the 
garage, together with the south east external angle, are 
raked forward by } in. per course ; a wire mesh panel 
is fixed to the front of the raking wall to act as a front 
to the balcony to the principal bedroom. Heather 
brown quarry tiles are laid to the floors of the hall, 
bathroom, kitchen and to the hearths of the two 
fireplaces, one in the lounge, while the other with back 
boiler heats the dining-room and is incorporated in a 
two-way kitchen fitting and hatch. The flue is also 
formed of 4 in. s.g.w. pipes and with a pipe duct built 
alongside, taking circulation pipes to the linen cup- 
board immediately above, and warm air to bedrooms 
one and two. 


Top : The hall, showing staircase. Beliw : The plans. 
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Lounge, looking towards the hearth. 


The kitchen has a continuous fitting against the 
party wall to the garage, and incorporates a double 
stainless-steel sink, cooker and food cupboard. The 
west window overlooks a fuel bin built up to cill 
height and protected by the floor of the lavatory 


over, and there is access provided to the garden 


by means of a stable door. 

The general contractors were Messrs. T. J. Messom and Sons, of 
Twickenham. Sub-contractors and suppliers were: Double Roman 
pantiles, Marley Tile Co.; facing bricks, Uxbridge Flint Brick Co. ; 
steel windows, W. James and Co., Ltd., Willesden; sanitary fittings 
and camelon convector fires, W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd. ; and tubular 
steel entrance gates and balcony balustrade, Permafence, Ltd. 


Dining-room, looking towards 
living-room. 
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“HOUSING AT THE RIGHT RENTS” 
The Housing Centre Trust Conference Concluded 


*~HOULD rents and State assistance be 
adjusted to family income? was the 
question posed in the title of a paper read 
by Dr. Marian E. A. Bow ey, Ph.D., B.Sc. 
(Econ.), at the Housing Centre Conference 
on May 27. The chairman was Mr. Norman 
Schofield. (The opening sessions of the 
conference were reported in our last issue.) 
Dr. Bowley began her paper by interpret- 
ing its title in such a way as to permit her 
to discuss the problem of housing subsidies 
as one aspect of the problem of maintain- 
ing a minimum standard of living in a Wel- 
fare State. Defining what was meant by a 
Welfare State, she thought it was one which 
guaranteed the means to maintain a certain 
minimum standard of living to its citizens, 
subject to their good behaviour. 

The speaker went on to explain what she 
considered to be the two basic principles of 
the Welfare State. First, that the physical 
supplies of goods and services, as well as the 
financial means, should be available to all 
and not merely to those who were lucky, 
which she called the principle of general 
availability, and, second, that those in the 
lower income groups should not make a net 
contribution to the needs of others before 
heir own needs were satisfied, which she 
alled the principle of net benefit. 

Here Dr. Bowley raised two controversial 
subjects. These were whether the standard 
hosen should be enforced, given the pro- 
ision of the means to obtain that standard, 
and whether the subsidies should be uniform 
or all members of the State or group quali- 
ying, or whether individual resources 
should be taken into account. 


e Minimum Standard 

On the quéstion of enforcement and the 
hature of the minimum standard, the 
peaker began by discussing briefly the 
lhoice of standard and put forward the 
eneral principle that it should be at some 


level of “human needs” rather than a 
bare physiological minimum, but at the 
same time should be one which it was prac- 
ticable to provide for, i.e., which satisfied 
the principle of general availability and 
could reasonably be financed. 

Considering the question of enforcement, 
she compared the point of view of the de- 
sirability of freedom of choice with the 
point of view of ignorance and lack of 
regard for the interests of other people. At 
this point Dr. Bowley brought in the com- 
plication that what might be desirable in the 
general community interest might well be 
above any definable physiological minimum, 
and also the further complication that only 
part of the minimum standard income might 
be derived from the State. 

The general conclusion that. she reached 
from this was that there might be a strong 
case for enforcing the definable physiolo- 
gical minimum, particularly in some fields 
of expenditure, but any enforcement of a 
standard above that level in any field of 
consumption required the most careful con- 
sideration in the interests of maximising the 
welfare of the individual. 


Subsidies 


Dr. Bowley pointed out that guaranteeing 
a@ minimum standard of living involved sub- 
sidies in some form, and she went on to dis- 
cuss the problems of the different types. 
Dealing first with a general income subsidy 
given in cash, she pointed out that this could 
be graded or ungraded in relation to indi- 
vidual resources. 

The general income subsidy per family 
must be rejected in favour of a subsidy reck- 
oned per head, for obvious reasons. - The 
ungraded subsidy per head must be suffi- 
cient to cover the cost of the minimum 
standard of the Welfare State. The attrac- 
tions of this plan were considerable, in that 
it could be made equitable and simple; it 
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abolished all means tests, and it simplified 
the issues involved in enforcement of stan- 
dards. It focused attention on the cost of 
maintaining minimum consumption as a 
whole, and made the prime duty of the 
authorities the guarantee of general avail- 
ability of the goods and services required 
of the basic standards. Moreover, if there 
was a breakdown in general availability of 
any goods or service, those who were un- 
lucky in the lottery could partially be com- 
pensated by spending money on other things. 
It was not inconsistent with the free provi- 
sion of certain goods and services. The 
extra tax burden involved, and its deterrent 
effect in a heavily taxed economy and the 
effects of removing the necessity to work, 
except to provide additions to the basic 
standard, were disadvantages of the plan 
which must also be considered. With the 
graded general subsidy in cash the disad- 
vantages and advantages were the reverse 
and the speaker stressed the tendency fa 
the graded subsidy to discourage effort, re- 
sponsibility and savings, 

Tied subsidies, which were the other type, 
were rather different, she said. They were 
subsidies that only became available through 
the consumption of certain goods and ser- 
vices. The three main types—free goods 
and services, additions to income on condi- 
tion that certain goods and services were 
bought, and the provision of goods and ser- 
vices below the market price—were dis- 
cussed. 


Free goods and services had the advan- 
tage of ensuring that people could consume 
certain services, e.g., health services and 
education, as they were needed, but Dr. 
Bowley pointed out the danger of extrava- 
gance in this case. 

There were several disadvantages in the 
type of subsidy which had the effect of 
making an addition to income on condition 
that certain goods or services were bought. 
The larger the consumption per head, the 
greater the amount of benefit from the sub- 
sidy; if consumption tended to increase with 
income per head, the initially better-off 





LATRELD CAVERUE 0 WANDSWORTH 
vom the R.A. Exhibition, 1952 


Drawn by Allan Fohnson, 
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families would normally enjoy most sub- 
sidy; and the impossibility of ensuring the 
minimum standard would be demonstrated, 
although, provided the, goods were divisible 
(unlike houses) and available, some benefit 
would be available to the poorest. There 
were difficulties of enforcement and dangers 
of price increases caused by increased con- 
sumption limiting benefit to the poor. 

The conclusion that the speaker drew 
from this was that the tied subsidy was un- 
suitable as a means of guaranteeing a mini- 
mum standard, and she pointed out that just 
the same argument applied to subsidised 
prices. 

The question of grading tied subsidies 
according to individual resources and needs 
provided the only escape from this dilemma. 
Logically, there was no difference between 
this and a graded general income subsidy 
with enforcement clauses, for if income and 
needs were taken into account in assessing a 
subsidy required for a particular purpose, 
say, housing, a guarantee was implied that 
after paying rent there was sufficient income 
left for the minimum standard in other fields 
of consumption. 

A graded tied subsidy, said Dr. Bowley, 
was in effect the same as a graded general 
income subsidy, with special enforcement 
clauses. In the absence of a general un- 
graded minimum income subsidy, this was 
the only type of subsidy which was likely 
to make a guaranteed minimum standard 
practicable. This led her to the conclusion 
that a graded housing subsidy was more 
likely to be practicable and effective than 
any other type; a conclusion which she re- 
inforced by the consideration of the inci- 
dence of rafes and indirect taxes. 

Discussion 

THE Housinc MANAGER of the City of 
Lancaster, who opened the discussion, spoke 
of the operation of rent rebate schemes and 
said she had gone into the subject very 
thoroughly. They were operating such a 
scheme in Lancaster quite successfully and 
it was possible to do so without making any 
sort of inquiry into tenants’ incomes. 

CounciILLor R. J. W. WuyTe, of Seven- 
oaks, stressed that we could not go on 
increasing subsidies to keep in line with ris- 
ing costs. If this were to happen it would 
lessen the pressure to keep costs down. He 
suggested a rebate,scheme based upon. the 
number of children in the family. This, 
he thought, would help those who were in 
greatest need. 

The conference was told by Mr. H. J. 
DickMaNn, of Haverfordwest R.D.C., that 
they had stopped insuring their houses 
against fire and covered the risk themselves. 
They had also offered houses to people who 
could and would pay an economic rent. 

ALDERMAN G. Lawson, housing chairman 
of Brighouse, said that building was 
uneconomic in relation to the rest of indus- 
try-and so long as it was, so would it be 
necessary to subsidise. it. What was wanted, 
he said, was rationalisation of the building 
industry. 

Mr. A. C. SUTHERLAND said he would like 
to see all houses designed by architects and 

a much greater use made of housing 
managers. 
_If a rent-rebate scheme was going to be 
considered, said Mr. M. G. Bonn, of the 
Peabody Trust, a good 8s. rebate for the 
first child should go without argument. This 
was the child. that wasn’t covered by family 
allowances and was probably the most ex- 
pensive. 
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“ The Role of the Housing Agencies ” 


AT the closing session of the conference 

on May 28, delegates heard Mr. HENRY 
W. WeLts, F.R.LC.S., chairman, Hemel 
Hempstead Development Corporation, speak 
on the subject of “‘ The Role of the Housing 
Agencies.” Lady Pepler presided. We take 
the following extracts from his remarks:— 


There is clearly no single test or simple 
criterion which can be applied so as to judge 
which is the best house-building agency. If, 
for example, you apply the test of speed of 
building, you may have overlooked the test 
of standard or cost, or right use of land. 
There are intangible human factors which 
cannot be overlooked—the free interplay of 
ideas, and the respect for the minority view 
which constitutes such an important. part of 
our democratic system; pride of. house 
ownership, or lack of it; the varied ways 
in which the rights of the individual are 
interpreted. Overshadowing and directly 
affecting this complex problem of who should 
build houses is the greater imponderable 
of the economic future of our country. 


There are, therefore, no simple answers. 
The best that we can hope to achieve is 
some appreciation of the limitations and 
advantages of one agency as compared with 
another in relation to the present and fore- 
seeable economic and financial circumstances, 
on which we must make our own judgment. 


Fate often seems to decree thatthe realisa- 
tion that a particular action should be taken 
comes at a time when it is most difficult to 
take it. That is how we find ourselves to-day. 
Never, not even in time of war, have the 
national housekeepers ‘had so hard a task as 
they have at present. We have sold our 
foreign investments; we have limited 
resources of labour and raw materials; we 
are an overcrowded island; we must export 
in order to pay for our food; we must rearm 
to protect our heritage of freedom; every 
man, every bag of cement and every brick 
has to be put to its best use in the national 
interest; nothing can be wasted if we are 
to survive as a nation. The belief that the 
law .of supply and demand will or should act 
as a governor controlling all national activity 
to its proper level of output is as dead as 
King John. Controls are here not because 
we like them but because circumstances force 
us to have them. To a greater or lesser 
degree they will remain as a normal and 
accepted part of national government. That 
I’ believe to be the plain unpleasant truth, 
which .no politician can alter. 


We may reach a time when the rationing 
of building need not be so tight. It may 
even, in the future, be temporarily discarded, 
but the power to tighten or to reintroduce 
the control at short notice will always remain 
simply because it has become One of the 
most useful tools in governing our economy, 
which in our new-found circumstances will 
continue, I believe, to be necessary. 


Private Enterprise 

Private enterprise will only operate if it 
can make reasonable assessments of the risks 
involved, Before the war the speculative 
builder had only one serious risk. He could 
rely upon getting labour, and that there 
would not be any startling increases in wages. 
He got the materials simply by ordering 
them. He did not have to pay a develop- 
ment charge. so there was always the chance 
that he would profit byincreases in land 
values; sometimes he brought this factor into 
his estimate of profits, thus enabling him to 
reduce the price of the houses. The one 
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serious risk he took was that his estimate 
as to what the public would pay for the 
completed house would prove to be too high. 

The speculative builders are, therefore, 
unlikely to return to building houses in any 
quantity, first, until they feel reasonably 
certain that they will get, and be able to 
retain, the labour to do the job; second, 
that the required materials will be delivered 
soon efter they order them; third, that they 
can within reason be. free to obtain the price 
which the market will pay; and fourth, that 
the controls exercised over them will not 
prevent them from using their ingenuity. 
Even if they can be assured on these four 
points, the price of building is now so high 
in relation to wages that the market they 
could supply with houses is restricted. At 
the present time in the Home Counties the 
cost of the cheapest three-bedroom house is, 
inclusive of land, road services and other 
expenses, not far short of £2,000. To buy 
a house costing this figure through a building 
society on present rates of interest and over 
a 20-year period would cost about £160 per 
annum (or about £3 10s. per week inclusive 
of rates). There are not many families who 
can afford this regular charge on their 
weekly pay packet, but if the figure could 
be reduced by £1 or 15s. ‘per week, the 
number of people who could afford to buy 
a house would be ‘considerably increased. 


Thus it does not seem feasible for the 
reasons I have stated for the speculative 
builders to operate in the way they did before 
the war because first, the risks are so unpre- 
dictable, and second, their market so restric- 
ted. Yet I know they would like to come 
back in some form, even if it is in a different 
way from pre-war. 


Pooling Kesources 


It seems to me to be plain common sense 
to harness, if possible, to the housing drive, 
on the one hand the financial resources of 
the building societies, and on the other the 
ingenuity and drive of the speculative builder. 
The most hopeful way of obtaining this 
objective at the present time is by a partner- 
ship between public and private enterprise, 
so devised as to reduce to reasonable pro- 
portions the hazards to be carried by private 
enterprise. How can this be done under 
present and foreseeable circumstances? The 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
has given a lead by advising local authorities 
to make available blocks of land for develop- 
ment by private enterprise. This suggestion 
in itself does not go far enough for reasons 
I have already given, but the idea can be 
carried a stage further and I suggest we give 
it some thought. 

In my experience quite a wide range of 
house-hunters can and are prepared to pay 
about £2 8s. per week out of their wages 
to buy a house over 20 years (again I am 
thinking of the Home Counties). To this 
figure should be added about 7s. per week 
for rates, making a total weekly outlay of 
£2 15s. A family income of about £10 to 
£12 per week can carry this burden, par- 
ticularly as part of the weekly outlay is 
towards savings. A weekly repayment of 
£2 8s. supports a purchase price of about 
£1,300. I believe that speculative builders, 
who, experience shows, can build , more 
cheaply than contract builders—because they 
use their judgment and not that of the super- 
vising architect’as to the best and cheapest 
materials and methods of construction— 
could to-day build in the Home Counties 
decent houses to sell for less than £1,300, 
provided they do not have to pay develop- 
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ment charge and the cost of roadworks and 
underground services, and are not controlled 
too tightly. 


It -is now costing, on the outskirts of 
London and the Home Counties, about £400 
to produce from virgin land a normal-sized 
house plot (this figure includes land, roads, 
sewers, indeed everything except the actual 
house construction). The local authorities 
should, I suggest, as their part of the partner- 
ship sell or lease for 99 years to’ the builders 
the land ready for house construction. They 
should have planned and constructed the 
roads and sewers. They could, if so minded, 
lay down, in general principles, the house 
types and design to be followed by the 
builders, but they should not attempt detailed 
control. They could reserve a_ veto right 
over the house purchasers so that the “ hous- 
ing need” principle could be maintained so 
long as this is desirable. 


On the basis of the figures I have quoted 
they would have thus subsidised the builders 
to the tune of about £400 per house (that 
is the cost of land and servicing it). Why 
should not the £400 be the subject of an 
Exchequer and rate subsidy on much the 
same vasis as the present housing subsidies, 
the capital value of which is invidentally 
about £750 per house? i the subsidy might 
be calculated on the difference between the 
cost of providing the plots and the price the 
builder is prepared to pay for them. 


The attractions of the idea are thus: first, 
the local authority does the layout planning 
(so in theory, therefore, it should be good), 
and they can have a limited control over the 
house types; second, the drive and ingenuity 
of the speculative builders and the financial 
resources of the building societies are made 
use of; third, the tax and rate payers suffer 
less; fourth, the speculative builder can be 
worked more easily into the building licens- 
ing machinery so that he should be assured 
of building materials, at least to the same 
extent as a builder under contract to a local 
authority. 


if no such scheme is worked out, specula- 
tive builders may never be able to contribute 
much in the future. 


Acceptance of this proposal would be 
unlikely to result in less work for local 
authorities at the present time. Many, per- 
haps most of those in need of houses cannot 
atlord the weekly instalments necessary to 
purchase a £1,300 house over 20 years; there- 
fore such folk must continue to look to the 
local authorities to provide them with houses 
to rent. But as the housing drive gets into 
top gear and production and the flow of 
materials is better organised, but particularly 
should building costs fall in relation to wages, 
it should be possible for many houses to 
be built in the way I suggest at less cost 
to the tax and ratepayers, 


Before I sit down let me say that trans- 
cending in heed of solution any other aspect 
of the housing problem is the chaotic verbal 
slum of the Rent Restriction Acts, the effect 
of which is causing housing slums at a 
greater rate than new building. It is a severe 
criticism of our politicians or our system 
of democracy that no political party wheri 
in power seems to, have the courage to amend 
them so that the private landlord can afford 
to keep rented cottages in decent repair. 


Discussion 
Mr. L. G. LarKE, secretary of the Kings- 
way Housing Association, opened the dis- 


cussion by referring to Mr. Wells’ forecast 
that housing associations would not play a 
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very large part in the future as development 
agencies. He pointed out that there were 
about 500 housing associations in operation 
in Britain to-day and, although they could 
not be compared with similar Continental 
associations which built as many houses as 
did local authorities, they had between them 
built about twice as many dwellings as the 
New Towns. He believed that more houses 
would be produced if local authorities co- 
operated more with the housing associations 
and also with the self-build groups which 
had been formed. Mr. Larke further urged 
that more information should be made 
available (perhaps in booklet form) to 
tenants and would-be house owners on mat- 
ters relating to housing, such as details of 
building costs, rent systems, development 
charges, etc. 


A delegate from Belfast said that in 
Northern Ireland a subsidy of £360 was 
given for private enterprise house-building. 
Three-quarters of this sum was provided by 
the Central Government and the other 
quarter by the local authority in whose area 
the building was to be carried out. This 
subsidy, repayable over a period of 60 years, 
represented a good investment, for its 
capitalised value at the end of that time was 
very much in excess of £360. 


Turning to the matter of housing need, 
the speaker said that while he agreed that 
the granting of more private licences would 
mean that materials would be absorbed 
which would otherwise go into public 
authority housing, he thought that those who 
by their thrift and careful saving over a 
period of years were now in a position to 
own their own houses, should be allowed 
to do so. Tenants of public authority 
dwellings were not necessarily the people 
who were contributing most to the economic 
well-being of the country, he declared. 


Miss C ay, housing manager, St. John’s 
College, Oxford, said she had found that 
there was still a great demand for dwellings 
to rent, sometimes from people who could 
not afford to buy their own homes, and from 
people whose careers forced them to move 
from time to time, or often from those who 
had no inclination to stay in one place for 
as long as 20 years, 


Mr. G. HAMILTON GOULD, A.R.I.B.A., 
said that the impression had been given that 
local authorities were providing accommoda- 
tion for the lower-income groups. He could 
not agree that they were. The rents which 
were being charged were so high that poor 
people were not getting a look in. Inquiries 
which he had made revealed that tenants 
were moving out of new local authority 
dwellings as quickly as they were moving 
in. They stayed only as long as it took 
them to find cheaper accommodation else- 
where. 


Mr. Gould said it was also his opinion that 
there was not enough variety in new hous- 
ing schemes and suggested that there should 
be “top” and “bottom” standards of 
accommodation, the lower version being for 
those who were not keen to make a real 
home and were satisfied with a minimum 
amount of living space. 


Bringing the conference to a close, MISS 
J. G. Lepesoer, A.R.I.B.A., chairman of the 
Housing Centre, said there had been one 
theme running like a thread through the 
remarks of all the principal speakers includ- 
ing those of Mr. Harold Macmillan, the 
Housing Minister, at the opening session; 
it was that the efforts of all should be con- 
centrated on the elimination of waste in our 
housing arrangements. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF HOUSE 
INTERIORS 


Mr. Macmillan Appoints Committee 


THE MINISTER OF HousING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT, Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
has appointed a committee whose terms 
of reference are “to consider and report 
on what action can be taken to increase 
speed and efficiency in the construction 
of house interiors.” 

The committee, known as the Bailey 
Committee on House Interiors, have as 
their chairman Sir Donald Bailey, inventor 
of the Bailey Bridge. Their first meeting 
took place on May 28. 

They are to consider the construction 
of the interior of a house from all points 
of view, the object being to promote speed 
and efficiency and thereby to increase the 
numbers of houses completed. They will 
be glad to receive evidence on efficient 
methods of construction and manufacture. 

The members of the committee are : 
Sir Donald C. Bailey, O.B.E., D.Eng., 
A.M.I.C.E., M.1.Struct.E. (chairman), 
superintendent of the Ministry of Supply 
Military Engineering Experimental 
Establishment ; The Dowager Marchion- 
ess of Reading, C.B.E., chairman of the 
Women’s Voluntary Services for Civil 
Defence, member of the Central Housing 
Advisory Committee; Mr. S. Bunton, 
L.R.1.B.A., town planning and industrial 
consultant; Sir Luke Fawcett, O.B.E., 
general secretary, A.U.B.T.W. ; Mr. H. J. 
Manzoni, C.B.E., M.Inst.C.E., city 
engineer, Birmingham, chairman of the 
Building Divisional Council of the British 
Standards Institution; Mr. A. J. Filer, 
director general of Building Materials, 
M.O.W.; Mr. J. H. Forshaw, M.C., 
F.R.I.B.A.,chief architect, M.O.H. & L.G.; 
Dr. F. M. Lea, C.B.E., F.R.I.C., director 
of the Building Research Station, Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research. 


SOUTH-EASTERN SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS 


Annual Luncheon 

THe annual luncheon of the South- 
Eastern Society of Architects was held on 
May 24 at the Selsdon Park Hotel in the 
area of the Croydon Chapter. About 216 
members and guests attended. The princi- 
pal guests included:— 

Mr. A. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A., 
president, R.LB.A., and Mrs. Henderson; 
Gen. Sir Robert H. Haining, K.C.B., D.S.O., 
Lord Lieutenant of Surrey; Mr. W. H. 
Ansell, M.C., PP.R.I.B.A.; Mr. C. D. Spragg, 
C.B.E., secretary of the R.I.B.A.; Mr. P. E. 
Rowlinson (president, Surrey branch, 
R.1L.C.S.); Mr. M. G. Holman (president, 
Sussex branch, R.LC.S.); and Mr. G. H. 
Noyes and Mr. N. J. Kemp (chairmen, 
L.M.B.A., Southern and South-Eastern 
areas). 

The toast of “The R.I.B.A. and its Allied 
Societies ” was proposed by Mr. Cecil Burns, 
F.R.LB.A. (president, S.E.S.A.), and replied 
to by Mr. A. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A.; 
and the toast of “ The Guests ” was proposed 
by Mr. L. R. Stedman, A.R.I-B.A. (chair- 
man, Guildford Chapter S.E.S.A.), and 
replied to by Councillor H. Lock Kendell, 
Archdeacon C. F. Tonks and Sir Herbert 
Williams. 

After luncheon visits were made to the 
Old Palace of the archbishops of Canter- 
bury, and to the new Croydon power station. 
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INDOOR GARDENING 
Mr. Shepheard’s Lecture to the A.A. 
[From Our Correspondent] 


PT HERE was a very good meeting of the 
Architectural Association on May 28 to 
hear Mr. Peter Shepheard, A.R.I.B.A., 
lecture on the subject of growing plants 
indoors. Landscape architects were among 
those who attended. They cannot have got 
much assistance for their special work, but 
those who live in modern flats got some 
information on how to bring a reminiscence 
of nature into artificial surroundings. The 
Dowager Countess Lloyd George was among 
the guests. Mr. Anthony Chitty presided. 

Mr. SHEPHEARD made no claim to be a 
specialist in his subject. He was, he said, 
an amateur interested in growing plants in 
a rather unsuitable flat. Why did one grow 
plants indoors? Because they were interest- 
ing and beautiful, and there was nowhere 
to grow them outdoors. The present’ craze 
for growing them in the house was essentially 
different from the Victorian fashion for 
indoor plants, although the same species were 
grown now as then. Then the plants were 
part of the welter of interior decoration 
‘which had now ceased to be the vogue: now 
it was felt that it was useful to have plants 
to contrast with the bareness of modern 
architecture. They provided the enrichment 
which the designer himself was inhibited 
from producing. 

How did one grow indoor plants? First 
of all it should be remembered that human 
beings and plants had quite different require- 
ments. Human beings wanted a dry atmo- 
sphere and constant warmth, whereas plants 
wanted a damp atmosphere and a varying 
temperature. Indoor plants were not green- 
house plants but plants that would stand 
human conditions. It was easy to grow 
plants provided you found out what they 
needed. Sunlight was vital. Artificial light 
was useful; plants could be grown in artificial 
light provided there was enough of it. Soil 
was less important than sunlight; it should 
contain: first, minerals; second, humus, i.e., 
decayed vegetable matter; third, bacteria to 
break down the humus and fix the nitrogen 
so that the plant could feed on it; fourth. 
water containing salts and chemicals in solu- 
tion; and fifth, air. The actual air in the 
soil was vitally important. As to the amount 
of light for the plants, few people realised 
how quickly the light decreased as one got 
farther from the window into the interior 
ofa room. The best position for a plant was 
near the window but not actually in the sun. 
The dry atmosphere of a room—especially 
when there was central heating—caused an 
excessive transpiration of moisture through 
the leaves of plants, and it was above all 
mecessary not to put them near hot pipes. 
Most indoor plants came from damp jungles 
and woods, and needed humid conditions. It 
was natural for plants to rest in cold weather, 
and a good many plants needed not only 
a winter rest but a.cool night in which to 
recover from a hot day. 

In Victorian days people depended on con- 
servatories for the proper growth of their 
plants, bringing them into the house for a 
holiday or penance. After this the plants 
went back to the conservatory. He would 
like to see a revival of canservatories: he 
remembered some, they were full of greenery 
and had a wonderful smell. 

A number of slides followed showing 
various plants being grown in the house. 
Among these were mimosa pudica, cissus 
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antarctica, nepholepsis, exaltata tropici and 
others deserving honourable mention as 
ornaments to a room, but to which your 
correspondent can make mno_ reference 
because he does not know how to spell their 
names, 


Discussion 


Miss BRENDA COLVIN (president of the 
Institute. of Landscape Architects) said that 
perhaps indoor gardening would develop an 
appreciation of plant form not only in the 
house but dlso in the garden. , She thought 
the appreciation of plant form had been lost 
to a great extent in England, being overlaid 
by the cult of colour. Plant form seen 
against a background of modern architec- 
ture would probably bring us back to a 
more balanced appreciation of plants. Indoors 
the plant was a useful link between house 
and garden. She liked growing weeds. The 
common wild arum—called by children 
“Jords and ladies ”—was a beautiful plant 
for indoors. Another was the wild bugle. 
Many weeds that had to be kept out of the 
garden could be enjoyed in the house. 

Mr. H. F. Crarke, A.I.L.A., said that 
if you wanted to grow plants in the 
house you must prepare conditions for them 
and sacrifice some of your own personal 
comfort. There had been periods in history 
when the mother of the arts had gained a 
new lease of life from association with plants. 
Once on the banks of the Nile someone saw 
a palm tree, and from that association the 
five orders had been derived. 


PRESERVATION OF CHURCHES 
Commission Issues its Report 


GRANTS for repairs to churches may in 

future be given only to those church 
authorities who employ an architect quali- 
fied to supervise such work. This is one 
of the recommendations contained in a 
report by a Church Assembly Commission 
on “The Preservation of Our Churches.” 
The report, which has just been published, 
is obtainable from the Church Information 
Board, price 5s. 

It considers in detail the present position, 
examines the reasons for the need for 
repairs, and surveys what is now being done. 
Next it turns to the financial needs. Inquir- 
ies have been sent out to all the arch- 
deaconries in England and an analysis of 
their returns is considered. The require- 
ments for finance are both immediate and 
continuing; both are fully dealt with. 
Further, the report deals with the ways in 
which money could be raised and puts for- 
ward a proposal for the formation of a 
preservation trust for historic churches. 

Lastly, the many aspects of inspection and 
maintenance of churches are examined. 

The findings of the Commission will be 
discussed at the next session of the Church 
Assembly (June 16-20) when the report will 
be presented. The four main recommenda- 
tions are as follows: (a) A sum of 
£4,000,000 over the next ten years to supple- 
ment the efforts of parishes in putting our 
churches into good repair. (b) A trust for 
the preservation of historic churches, with 
county trusts associated with it, to raise this 
money. 

(c) All churches to be inspected at least 
once every five years by a qualified archi- 
tect, thanks to new reserve powers to be 
vested in archdeacons. (d) Grants for repairs 


to be given only to churches that have them - 


done under the supervision of an architect 
skilled in the care of churches. 
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ARCHITECTS’ 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
Small Proportion of Regular 
Contributors 


| the absence of the president, Mr. A. 
Graham Henderson, in America, Sir 
Banister Fletcher, vice-president, took the 


chair at the annual general meeting of the 


Architects? Benevolent Society on May 7. 

The president of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects was elected president of 
the society. Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel 
was re-elected honorary treasurer, and Mr. 
Charles Woodward was re-elected honorary 
secretary. Mr. Digby L. Solomon was elec- 
ted a vice-president, and the following vice- 
presidents were re-elected: Sir Harry 
Vanderpant, Sir Banister Fletcher, Mr. H. S. 
Goodhart-Rendel, Mr. W. H. Ansell, and Sir 
Lancelot Keay. 

Sir Banister Fletcher, in moving the adop- 
tion of the annual report, statement of 
accounts and balance sheet, paid tribute to 
the late Mr. Greville Montgomery and Mr. 
Hugh Montgomery, and referred to his long 
association with the family since Mr. 
Greville Montgomery and his brother took 
over the Building Exhibition in 1895. He 
said that the society owed a tremendous 
debt of gratitude to the Montgomerys, and 
he hoped that the happy association with 
the family woud continue through Mrs. 
Montgomery and her son. 

Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, honorary 
treasurer, in presenting the accounts and 
balance-sheet, said that the society’s finan- 
cial position was fairly satisfactory, but the 
total of regular contributors was little more 
than two thousand, which was bad consider- 
ing the size of the profession—over 17,000 
on the Register. 

The Centenary Fund had now reached 
over £9,000, which was not nearly enough 
for the purpose, but the committee was look- 
ing for a ‘suitable site for the homes, and 
appeals fer more contributions would con- 
tinue to be made. The Leonard Solomon 
Memorial Fund, which continued to increase 
through the generosity of Mr. Digby 
Solomon, was used for the education and 
maintenance of the children of architects, 
and contributions to this fund would be 
welcomed from anyone who felt interested 
in that part of the society’s work. 


Help from the Allied Societies 


By the energy of some of the Allied 
societies, very welcome extra funds had been 
raised; in one area a personal appeal by the 
society’s local representative had resulted in 
£66 in extra contributions in a very short 
time. 

Mr. Charles Woodward, honorary secre- 
tary, in presenting the report, said that the 
society’s grants had helped applicants of 
varying circumstances. They were grateful 
to all who contributed to make this help 
possible, and also to the various technical 
journals which so kindly had given pub- 
licity to the society’s activities. 

The object of the Centenary Fund was to 
build homes for its elderly beneficiaries, but 
the society could not hold land or property 
until it was incorporated. The draft memo- 
randum and articles of association had been 
drawn up before the meeting by the 
society’s honorary . solicitor, Mr. Sydney 
Redfern, and if these were approved by. the 
meeting the necessary steps could be taken 
for the incorporation of the society. 

The draft memorandum and articles of 
association were later aproved for submis- 
sion to the appropriate authorities. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 

The Housing Bill 
STANDING Committee A of the House 

of Commons resumed consideration of 
the Housing Bill on Tuesday, May 27, and 
continued their debate on Clause 3 (Dis- 
posal of houses by local authorities). Mr. 
LINDGREN moved an amendment to provide 
that the Minister should give special 
authority to each scheme for the sale of 
houses put up to him. 

Mr. MACMILLAN, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, said he thought the 
amendment was going too far in the control 
of a local authority. It would mean that 
every single house, or one Or two grouped 
together, would have to be submitted for the 
special approval of the Minister. Surely, 
local authorities were much more likely to 
be capable of judging for themselves and 
drawing up their own schemes than was the 
Minister. The whole pressure of recent years 
had been against the tendency to centralise 
all authority, either regionally or at White- 
hall. The Ministry proposed, in the circular 
to be issued, to say that, if the local authori- 
ties kept the rules laid down in it, that 
would be taken as the equivalent of a general 
permission, but if they wanted to do anything 
outside the rules, that would be a special 
case. 

After a long debate, the amendment was 
negatived by 18 votes to 16. 

Mr. LINDGREN moved another amendment 
making it obligatory on the local authority 
to impose conditions when selling its houses. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said there was a differ- 
ence between him and the Opposition on 
the matter of procedure. If the amendment 
were accepted, then it would become part 
of the statute that the local authority must 
impose these conditions with the right of 
resale for ever and throughout all time, 
unless the statute were repealed, limiting the 
price at which the house might be resold 
or let after four years from the completion 
of the sale by the local authority. There 
might well be a period—he hoped there 
would be—when the conditions of scarcity 
which made it right that in selling property 
there should be this power to limit the price 
on resale, might pass away. Therefore, he 
was not anxious to see what the amendment 
proposed put into the Act, so that it became 
the duty for ever, and for all time, of every 
local authority selling houses under - this 
system to have this condition limiting the 
price at which houses might be sold or let. 
It was his intention, in issuing instructions 
to local authorities, to say that they were 
to impose these conditions, so that, in point 
of fact, the Committee were agreed in what 
was to happen, and there was no doubt about 
that at all. He wanted to leave the matter 
open for some Minister, who might succeed 
him, in happier times, when the housing 
shortage, perhaps, had been so dealt with 
that there were really no grounds for put- 
ting upon an ordinary freeholder this limiting 
factor, the opportunity to remove that con- 
dition. It was his intention to see that, so 
long as scarcity and famine prices remained, 
these conditions should be imposed, but he 
did not want to write it into the Bill, because 
that meant that it could never be taken out 
again except by an amending Bill, and they 
all knew how difficult that was. 

Mr. Gipson (Labour) said that the 
Minister had said that he did not want the 
amendment to operate beyond the time of 
scarcity, but there would be this scarcity for 
many years, and nothing which this Govern- 
ment had done in connection with the hous- 
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ing programme would change that. In fact, 
in a recent issue of one of the influential 
journals of the building industry, the point 
was made that private builders, because they 
had not got the land on which to build, 
would find in a very short time that their 
building programme had been brought to a 
standstill. That was an expression of view 
by a journal representing the private builders, 
and he thought it a tragedy that the facts 
should be as stated. If the building pro- 
gramme was brought to a standstill there 
would not be much help from the private 
enterprise side of the building industry 
towards solving the housing problem. The 
local authorities would have to be given a 
great deal more freedom and would require 
a good deal more pushing to solve the hous- 
ing. shortage in our lifetime. 


Mr. HARMAR NICHOLLS (Conservative) 
asked the name of the authoritative journal 
which made that statement. 

Mr. GiBson said it was made in an article 
in The Builder (of May 16), written by a 
man named Robert W. Porter, an expert on 
these matters, who had been writing in that 
journal and dealing with housing. 

Mr. NicHotits: It was not the journal 
itself, but the correspondent to that journal, 
who was expressing that view? 

Mr. GIBSON said it was expressed in an 
article in that journal, and it was not accom- 
panied with the usual comment that it did 
not bind the editor. The actual words used 
were: “Unless builders are able to acquire 
extensive plots of land in the near future 
at reasonable prices, the private enterprise 
side of the building programme may well 
be brought to a standstill.” The danger was 
that the private enterprise sector of house- 
building would come to a standstill for 
many reasons. partly due to the point 
mentioned in that article, and partly due to 
the way in which the Town and Country 
Planning Act was operating. There would 
be a scarcity, and, therefore, there should 
be this provision in the Bill giving the local 
authorities the instruction that they must put 
in conditions. 

At this stage the committee adjourned 
untilyWednesday, May 28, when other mem- 
bers pressed the Minister to accept the 
amendment. Mr. MACMILLAN, however, 
refused to alter his decision, pointing out 
that in giving a private licence to build the 
local authority fixed a maximum price and 
made it a condition that the house should 
not be resold at a higher price for a period 
of years. That was done, not by the 
Minister, but by the local authority. He was 
going further. He was going to make it 
an absolute condition of general permission. 
They all knew that during a scarcity period 
it was a privilege to purchase a house from 
a municipality just as much as obtaining a 
private licence to build was an advantage. 
Therefore, while scarcity prices lasted it was 
right that there should be protection against 
a man who, having obtained this privilege, 
turned it to profitable advantage. There- 
fore, he proposed to make it a condition. 

The amendment was negatived by 17 votes 
to 13. 

Mr. LINDGREN moved an amendment pro- 
viding that there should be no resale of these 
houses until after ten years, instead of four 
as now in the Bill. 

Mr. GIBSON, supporting the amendment, 
said it would be wrong to limit to four years 
the period during which a limiting price 
could be put on houses for resale. He 
doubted very much whether the scarcity 
would disappear in ten years; it certainly 
would not disappear in four. 
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Mr. Harmar NICHOLLS said that this year 
they had under construction 15,000 houses 
more than last year, and it was on the basis 
of this speed-up in building that he felt the 
six years would now be a safe figure. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said he took four years 
because that was exactly the period taken by 
the late Government, in the Act of 1945. 
Under Section 7 this period of four years 
was exactly the period taken during which, 
in the case of a private licence, this preven- 
tion of selling at an enhanced price was 
taken. It was true that it had been 
extended for another four years. But there 
was nothing sacred about the four years, and 
he promised to reconsider the matter before 
the report stage. 

The amendment was negatived by 17 votes 
to 16. ° 

The committee proceedings were com- 
pleted on Wednesday, May 28, after a long 
afternoon and evening sitting. The report 
and third reading stages will be taken in the 
House of Commons after the Whitsuntide 
recess. 


Repairs to Churches 

Durinc the final sitting in committee on 
the Finance Bill on May 28, Mr. RICHARD 
Woop (Conservative) moved a new clause 
to exempt from death duties any money 
given or bequeathed wholly for the repair or 
reconstruction of places of worship of any 
denomination. He said that the State must 
bear some of the responsibility for the 
immensity of this problem. It was com- 
puted that £4m. in the next ten years would 
be required in respect of the Church of 
England alone. : 

Mr. Driserc (Labour), supporting the 
new clause, said that attention was drawn to 
the Wren churches in a White Paper, the 
report of the Select Committee on the City 
of London Guild Churches Bill, which 
would, perhaps, be before the House for dis- 
cussion in a few weeks. A fairly elaborate 
procedure had been found necessary to make 
possible the rebuilding and restoring of the 
Wren churches destroyed during the blitz. 
There were, however, many other churches 
all over the country which it was quite 
impossible to subject to a similar process, but 
which it was equally desirable on several 
grounds to restore. Similar bequests to the 
National Trust, the Government, local 
authorities, and universities were exempt 
from death duties. Churches of various 
periods in our history were among our fore- 
most architectural treasures. That was true 
of the mediaeval cathedrals and of the Wren 
churches. It was true even of some modern 
churches in what one hoped was the evolv- 
ing architectural style of this century. The 
architectural heritage which we passed on to 
posterity would be infinitely poorer if it con- 
sisted only of museums, castles, domestic 
architecture and private houses, and did not 
include churches and cathedrals as well. 

Mr. Boyp-CarPENTeR, the Financial 
Secretary to the Treasury, said that the diffi- 
culty arose if they pressed discrimination in 
taxation within the general category of 
charitable gifts. What could be argued for 
churches would surely be argued for social 
work, healing the sick, and church mission- 
ary activities abroad. 

There was exemption for bequests to the 
National Trust if they accompanied the 
building which had to be maintained by the 
National Trust. It was the essence of the 
matter that unless an adequate grant went 
with the bequest of a large house which 
would have maintenance costs, the whole 
object of the bequest might fail, because- 
indeed, it might not be financially possible 
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for the National Trust to accept the building 
at all. 

It might be asked why all charitable 
activity was not exempted. That would cost 
about £4m. and in the present financial 
circumstances the Chancellor could not agree 
to it. The Government realised the financial 
difficulties of the churches, but they realised 
also the great difficulty in assisting them. It 
would be self-delusion to distinguish very 
sharply between an Exchequer grant and a 
tax concession, because in both cases assist- 
ance was given at the cost of public funds. 
It was because this proposal would pro- 
duce impossible discrimination between one 
form of charitable activity and another, the 
Government could not accept it. They did 
not exclude the consideration later on of 
other proposals which would help towards 
the object with which they had much 
sympathy. 

Mr. Woop said he would have thought 
that it was not very difficult for the Govern- 
ment of a supposedly Christian country to 
give help without any discrimination between 
the denominations of the Christian church. 

Mr. ButTier,, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, said he could not find means of 
differentiating between this case and other 
good and high cases. He had informed the 
churches of the position. 

The new clause was negatived by 197 
votes to 168—Government majority 29. 


A Statistical Inquiry 


On May 29, Miss Warp asked the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer on what grounds 
private individuals were being requested to 
supply information to the Treasury to assist 
them to carry out a routine statistical inquiry 
in association with the Building Societies 
Association; and, in the interests of economy 
and the rights of individuals, if he would 
eliminate this inquiry. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER said he would not. 
This information, the giving of which was 
voluntary, was required from, time to time 
to enable the Inland Revenue to operate the 
arrangement with the. building societies 
which was placed on a statutory basis by 
Section 23 of the Finance Act, 1951. The 
arrangement was of advantage to the 
societies and their members, and also helped 
to secure economy in tax administration. 


Imported Fibre Building Boards 


On May 29, Mr. Woop asked the Secre- 
tary for Overseas Trade as representing the 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
whether he was aware that large amounts 
of sterlingewere being spent on imports of 
fibre building boards; that this had resulted 
in short-time working in the mills at home; 
and that there was danger of the mills hav- 
ing to shut down altogether if the situation 
worsened. 

BRIGADIER MACKESON said that expendi- 
ture on imports of fibre building boards in 
the first six months of this year was only 
about half that in the first six months of 
last year. Production in the home mills 
was well maintained until the end of April, 
but had now been affected by a general fall 
in demand. Import quotas had been fixed 
up to the end of June. When the time came 
to fix quotas for the second half of the year 
account would be taken of the state of de- 
mand in the home market. 


Prefabricated Timber Buildings . 


On May 29, Mr. DONNELLY asked the 
President of the Board of Trade what in- 
quiries his department initiated among 
British manufacturers of prefabricated tim- 
ber buildings prior to his considering the 
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importation from Finnish manufacturers of 
prefabricated timber schools to the approxi- 
mate value of £500,000. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT said the answer was 
none. As part of their trade agreement 
with Finland, they had undertaken to 
license imports up to the figure mentioned if 
there should be applications. They could 
not expect to go on selling their own manu- 
factures in Europe if they were not willing 
to offer foreign countries some facilities for 
the sale of their own goods in the United 
Kingdom. If there were adequate supplies 
of British buildings available at competitive 
prices, however, there seemed,;no reason 
why the Finnish buildings should be im- 
ported. The Government were in no way 
committed to buy these buildings or to 
arrange for them to be imported. 


New Towns Bill 


IN the House of Lords on May 27, Lorp 
Woo ton, the Lord President of the Coun- 
cil, moved the second reading of the 
New Towns Bill, which has passed through 
the House of Commons. He said that by 
the end of April 5,179 houses had been 
completed in the new towns and 7,144 were 
under construction. The total number of 
houses under contract was 13,200. By the 
end of October it was estimated that 9,000 
houses would have been completed, and the 
number under contract would be about 
19,000. The total cost of the new towns to 
the Exchequer could not be forecast with 
certainty, but was estimated to be between 
£225 millions and £250 millions repayable 
over 20. years under terms fixed by the 
Treasury in accordance with the provisions 
of the 1946 Act. 

Lorp SILKIN said it would be helpful if 
they could have a debate on the working 
of the 1946 Act, and if no other noble lord 
would take the initiative, he would put down 
a motion. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Town and Country Planning 


On May 27, Lorp LLEWELLIN called 
attention to the working of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. He said that 
the time was coming when a payment of 
£300 millions was due to be made to land 
owners for lost development rights. The 
Government must decide whether this was 
the appropriate time in our -economic 
struggle to pay out so large a sum and so 
increase the purchasing power. The Gov- 
ernment might decide to scrap these parts 
of the Act altogether on the grounds that 
these provisions were beginning seriously to 
hamper the housing drive which, otherwise, 
was going well. Extensions to homes and 
other buildings should be permitted with- 
out a development charge, and any internal 
charge which did not affect the exterior 
appearance should be relieved from plan- 
ning provisions. All changes of user of exist- 
ing buildings should be exempt from develop- 
ment, and removed from Part VI of the 
Act as an element in any claim for loss of 
development values. Planning permission 
would be required for change of use of 
residential building to factories or business 
premises, but no compensation would be 
payable if such permission was refused. The 
definition of user of residential premises 
should also be widened. 

A quasi-judicial tribunal, to which certain 
planning provisions of the Act could be sub- 
mitted, should be set up. It should have 
powers to deal with appeals against refusal 
for planning permission by local authorities 
and applications to determine whether plan- 
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ning permission was required or not. The 
tribunal would report to the Minister, who, 
at that stage and not earlier, should take 
the administrative decision involvéd, in the 
light of the recommendations of the tribunal. 
Where the Minister disagreed with the 
decision of the tribunal his reasons for 
disagreement, and a report of the proceed- 
ings, should be published. The suggested 
tribunal should be appointed by the Lord 
Chancellor, and have a legally qualified 
chairman, and a panel of architects, surveyors 
and other experts. 

In the debate which followed many peers 
urged the amendment of the Act, which, they 
said, should not be permitted to impede 
building progress. 

LorD, WOOLTON, replying for the Gov- 
ernment, pointed out that the last Govern- 


ment found that there were a number of ° 


ways in which it would be desirable to 
amend the Act. The present Government 
were, at the moment, going thoroughly into 
the question and endeavouring to come to a 
conclusion upon it. They realised the impor- 
tance of the substantial feature of the Act, 
which was to secure the best use of the land. 
About that there was no _ division of 
opinion. The Government would not make 
alterations just for the sake of doing so. 
There was no danger of the Government 
ceasing to be concerned with the question 
of ‘planning. 


Whitehall Cleaning Experiment 


On May 27, Lorp MuNSTER, replying to 
LorpD RENNELL, said that the cleaning of 
the Whitehall facades of the Admiralty, the 
Horse Guards, Dover House and Treasury 
Chambers had been considered from time 
to time, and various experiments had been 
tried. These had not been uniformly 
successful, and many authorities considered 
that the methods so far discovered did not 
ensure that the appearance of the buildings, 
which had weathered the centuries, were 
improved by cleaning. The Minister of 
Works was having further experiments con- 
ducted before deciding to take further action. 


Building Materials 


On May 27, Sir IAN FRASER asked the 
Minister of Works what was the general 
position about present stocks and production 
of bricks, timber, cement, steel and other 
building materials; and what were the pros- 
pects for the remainder of the current year. 

Mr. Ecctes said that production of 
ibricks increased by 13 per cent. and of 
cement by 10 per cent. in the first quarter 
of 1952, compared with the same period last 
year. Stocks were generally adequate. Local 
shortages in Scotland and the North of 
England had been due to heavy defence 
demands in those areas, and to difficulties of 
transport. The supply of timber and steel 
was not a matter for his Ministry, but he 
was Satisfied that having regard to existing 
difficulties building got a fair share. Apart 
from items made from steel and other. metals 
in short supply, he did not anticipate diffi- 
culty in other building materials. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the Minister of 
Works what action he was taking to secure 
increased supplies of cement to builders in 
the north-east of England. 

Mr. Eccies’ said he had asked the 
cement companies to send increased supplies 
of cement to.the north-east, and in spite of 
great difficulties they had done so. During 
the past seven weeks the rate of deliveries 
into the Northern Region had been nearly 
30 per cent. greater than in the correspond- 
ing period last year. 
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THE BUILDER 


RESEARCH AND THE INDUSTRY 


The Functions of a Development Association 


BY OUR SPECIAL 


T= building industry has _ been 

requested to consider whether the 
time is not now ripe for it to finance its 
own research and development work. So 
far, most of the individuals and organisa- 
tions in building have been given no idea 
of what this would entail, either in effort 
or inmoney. Nor have they been informed 
of the return they might expect for assum- 
ing this fresh burden of financial and 
administrative responsibility. 

The implications of this proposal are 
grave and far-reaching: what follows is 
an attempt not so much to answer these 
two questions as to provide some facts 
from which an answer may be derived. 


SCOPE OF THE PROPOSAL 


What would the industry have to 
finance and administer? 
be answered by reviewing briefly the 
State-run organisations that are engaged 
in building research and in the dissemina- 
tion of its results. In the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research there 
is the Building Research Station, whose 
whole time is given to research into 
building and which, by means of grants, 
“farms out”? some of its fundamental 
research to the Universities. Some other 
Stations of the Department, notably 
the Forest Products Research Laboratory 
and the Roads. Research Station, make 
some contribution to building research. 
The Ministry of Works has a Technical 
Information Section whose duty it is to 
disseminate the results of research to the 
industry, while other Government 
Departments advise, in a very minor way, 
on building as it affects their sphere of 
activity. 

Because, in most industries, the leading 
research organisation is financed jointly 
by the Government and the industry, 
it might be thought that building should 
find half the cost of the Building Research 
Station. However, the Station serves a 
far wider field than the building industry ; 
indeed, it may be said to serve a different 
one, since much of its work, including 
fundamental research, is of more value to 
makers of building materials than to the 
users of them. Even the Building Opera- 
tions Research Unit, which is the rump of 
what once was the Chief Scientific 
Adviser’s Division of the Ministry of 
Works, is partly concerned with working 
prototypes of new machines for site use, 
which are then turned over to commercial 
firms to develop finally and to. manufacture 
for sale. 


DIVERGENT INTERESTS 


Research of this scope and on this 
scale is not for the building industry to 
finance, except in conjunction with the 
many other industries which also benefit 
therefrom. Leave to doubt may be taken 
whether such an arrangement would be 
practicable. Could a multitude of masters 
with divergent interests agree on a 
common programme of research? Even 
were this possible, it must be remembered 
that the Building Research Station 
numbers all the other Government Depart- 


This can best’ 


CORRESPONDENT 


ments as its clients, and therefore advises 
on matters that are not civil building, 
some of which it may be assumed are 
not unconnected with national safety. 
If the B.R.S. were turned over to the 
industry, the Government might well have 
to create another B.R.S., within itself, 
for its own needs. 

There are other obstacles of magnitude, 
but they need not be considered here. 
Enough has been said to show that the 
building industry could not justly assume 
sole control of the Building Research 
Station, and that it might not be politic 
for this to happen, even if the industry 
wished to take this course. 

In the past, the Building Research 
Station has done much to improve the 
theory and practice of building; the 
theory, perhaps more than the practice, 
because much of its work is recorded 
only in the proceedings of learned or 
technical societies, and is couched in the 
language of the laboratory, not the building 
site. Often descriptions of experiments 
are given without any attempt to relate 
their results to the work of the contractor 
or his craftsmen. What was for a long 
time lacking was a link between these 
two worlds, and the Technical Informa- 
tion Section was created in the Ministry 
of Works to interpret the findings of 
science into the language of the site and 
the workshop, and to see that those findings 
reach these places. This it does by 
articles in the technical Press, by the 
publication of advisory leaflets, by lec- 
tures, by the preparation of visual aids 
and like duties. Linked to the T.I.S. 
are the Regional Technical Information 
Officers—one in each region—who, by 
lectures, film shows and the answering of 
technical inquiries, bring the latest results 
of scientific research within the reach of 
everyone connected with the building 
industry throughout Britain. 


A USEFUL SERVICE 


In little more than two years this 
section has achieved recognition and 
respect throughout the industry. The 
measure of its usefulness may be gauged 
from the fact that the L.M.B.A. pays for 
the part-time services of one officer of the 
section to be devoted especially to its 
members’ needs. It will be seen that the 
activity of this section exclusively con- 
cerns the building industry, and that, 
unlike B.R.S., it is one that could well be 
continued and expanded by the industry 
itself, either with or without Government 
assistance. Perhaps complete independ- 
ence would be best. If it were freed from 
the trammels of official “‘ policy ”—not 
seldom a synonym for timidity—a vigorous 
information and development association 
could be formed, closely in line with the 
requirements of the industry ; its primary 
function would be the assessment of 
scientific research and its application to 
practical building work. It would work in 
close co-operation with the development 
associations of the larger manufacturing 
industries. Not merely British dis- 
coveries but those of the many research 
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stations abroad and in the Empire, on the 
Continent and in the New World should 
be drawn upon. 


USE OF TECHNICAL PRESS 


Besides the methods of presenting new 
knowledge to the industry adopted at 
present by the Technical Information 
Section, a greater use should be made of 
the technical Press as a vehicle for bringing 
this new knowledge to those who need it, 
both speedily and in convenient form. 
More attention could be paid to probable 
shortages of men, materials and money, 
and means to overcome them, and to 
changing events and techniques at home 
and abroad. Improvements in hand tools 
and craft techniques should be sought for 
and encouraged. Contact between indi- 
viduals in the industry and the develop- 
ment association should be fostered ; 
indeed, the body wotld not be fulfilling 
its purpose to the full until everyone in 
building, from the architect to the crafts- 
man, acquired the habit of telephoning to 
his local representative for his advice on 
difficulties of planning or execution, in 
the sure knowledge that his needs would 
be quickly met and a solution found to 
each problem—if a solution existed. 

It would be inevitable that, in the 
review of scientific discovery, gaps would 
be found; there might be investigations 
complete except for a little further 
research, or promising avenues of develop- 
ment abandoned when only partly 
explored. A vigorous development asso- - 
ciation might well wish to complete these 
half-finished things, but this need not mean 
the acquisition of trial grounds, or the 
building and equipment of laboratories, 
with large staffs of physical scientists 
and technicians toman them. There already 
exist commercial firms and Government 
laboratories able to undertake scientific 
research work and testing of all kinds. 
Up-to-date building firms are ready and 
able to assist in the development and trial 
of new methods and plant. It were wiser 
to employ these facilities to the full, and 
much less expensive, than to erect an 
imitation of the Building Research Station. 

It is evident that very much indeed can 
be done with an organisation whose staff 
would be but little larger than that at 
present employed for the purpose by the 
Ministry of Works. This would involve a 
basic annual expenditure—apart from 
fresh development work—of less than a 
quarter of the sum spent on research and 
development by some individual firms in 
the industry. This sum, spread over 
the industry as a whole, would not 
constitute a burden. For such expenditure 
the British building industry would obtain 
a research and development organisation 
that would be a powerful aid to rapid 
progress in practical building efficiency 
in its home and overseas activities, and an 
advantage that no other country in the 
world would possess. 


Fire Research 


The D.S.LR. and Fire Offices’ Committee, 
Joint Fire Research Organisation, have pub- 
lished in booklet form, “Current Fire 
Research,” which is a reprint of the paper, 
presented by Mr. S. H. Clarke, M.Sc., to 
the Institution of Fire Engineers’ Confer- 
ence, at Margate, in June of last year. 








TECHNICAL 
INFORMATION 


M.o.W. Regional Service 


MUCH building research and development 

work is being done in Britain to-day, 
and its lessons and findings clearly need to 
be made known to those who can apply and 
use them—the building industry and the asso- 
ciated professions. As more results of build- 
ing research come out, the harder it becomes 
for those actively engaged in building to sift 
out.what is relevant to their own particular 
problems. 

Over the last two years, the Ministry of 
Works has been developing a - Technical 
Information Service, with headquarters in 
London, and officers stationed at the 
Ministry’s Regional Offices throughout 
England, and in Scotland and Wales. This 
Service aims on the one hand to make recent 
developments in building known as, when 
and where they are wanted, and to give 
advice on the application of existing know- 
ledge to particular problems; on the other 
hand, it seeks to find out what the practical 
problems of the industry and professions are, 
so that research can be turned to them. 

The first task of the Service was to make 
its existence and facilities known, and show 
that there were results of research worth 
applying. It has been doing this by such 
means as exhibitions, film shows, lectures 
and other events, which have displayed 
usable research results, and also helped the 
development of the Service by affording an 
opportunity for personal contact between 
.Technical Information Officers and builders. 
It is now evident that the industry and pro- 
fessions realise more the value of research, 
and are becoming mare interested in its 
application; the’ need for practical advice is 
found to be growing; and Technical Informa- 
tion Officers are increasingly called upon to 
assist with problems of all kinds, large and 
small. 

Convincing evidence of recognition of the 
work of this Technical Information Service 
is that the industry and professions are play- 
ing a growing part themselves in the work, 
and organising events (such as lectures and 
film shows) on their own account. A signal 
example of this is the Technical Information 
Service set uf by the London Master 
Builders’ Association; following the 
L.M.B.A.’s lead, the Ministry hopes the 
industry will take part increasingly in this 
work. 

The Ministry, we understand, is providing 
the Service in order that the fullest possible 
value can be got from the research now 
being conducted into building, largely at 
public expense. The Service is available 
throughout England, Wales and Scotland, to 
all builders, and to others connected with 
the industry and professions. 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTRY OF 
WORKS TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
OFFICERS 
Neweast e: J. C. Morgan, Broadway West, Newcastle- 

upon-Tyne, 3 (Tel.: Gosforth 53931). 

Leeds: G. Hartley, Government Buildings, Lawns- 
wood, Leeds, 6 (Tel.: Leeds 74411). 

Nottingham: W. Andrews, Chalfont-drive, Western- 
boulevard, Nottingham (Tel.: Nottingham 77711). 

Cambridge: N. McKee, Block A, Brooklands-avenue, 
Cambridge (Tel.: Cambridge 55671/56211). 

London: K. C. Donaldson, Room 631, Lambeth 
Bridge House, Albert-embankment, London, S.E.1 
(Tel.: Reliance 7611, Ext. 1804). 

Reading: H. T. Carlton, Whiteknights Park, Reading, 
Berks (Tel.: Reading 61431). 

Bristol: L. R. Abel, 2, Elton-road, Clifton, Bristol, 8 
(Tel.: Bristol 37001/8). 

Wales (Cardiff): F. A. Owen-Pawson, 56, Park-place, 
Cardiff (Tel.: Cardiff 9070). 
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Birmingham: C. Park, Ashley-street, Birmingham, 5 
(Tel.: Midland 7121). 

Manchester: J, M..Clarke, Warwick-road South, Old 
Trafford, Manchester, 16 (Tel.: Chorlton 5321/5211). 

Scotland (Edinburgh): lan Macdonald, 25, Abercrombie- 
place, Edinburgh, 2 (Tel.: Edinburgh-24177). 

S.E. Area: F. B. Richmond, Room 631, Lambeth 
Bridge House, Albert-embankment, London, S.E.1 
(Tel: Reliance 7611, Ext. 1875). 


L.M.B.A. Information Service 


In Aprit, 1951, a _ special Technical 
Information Service came into operation in 
London by arrangement between the London 
Master Builders’ Association and _ the 
Ministry. The L.M.B.A. had felt that there 
was still a difficulty in persuading its - 
bers to go to a Government Depastifitat for 
advice on technical matters but that consider- 
able progress might be made under an 
arrangement by which, in virtue of some 
financial payment by the L.M.B.A. on behalf 
of its members, the builder could feel he had 
a right as a member to call upon this service. 

The Service has, in fact, proved an 
undoubted success, we are informed, and the 
calls made by members of the L.M.B.A., 
large, medium and small builders alike, upon 
Mr. E. G. Dean, the Technical Officer alloca- 
ted in the Ministry to deal with the L.M.B.A. 
Service, have been considerable and varied. 
Apart from the general information service 
over a wide field of technical subjects, indi- 
vidual builders have put up 250 practical 
problems, and many have made repeated use 
of the Service. 


The L.M.B.A. and the Ministry have now 
decided to issue a series of Technical Notes. 
These will be issued to the extent of about 
three or four a year and each Note will deal 
with some specific field of building and will 
contain references to published results of 
building research on the subjects discussed. 
The Notes will be based to a considerable 
extent upon inquiries received from L.M.B.A. 
members through this Service. The informa- 
tion they contain will, of course, also be of 
interest and assistance to builders through- 
out the country asa whole. The first of these 
Technical Notes (dealing with plastering) is 
now printed. It is also to be issued by the 
L.M.B.A. with its Information Circular. 


ADVANCED BUILDING 
TECHNOLOGY 


Degree Status Course 


APPLICATIONS are now being considered 
for the full-time course in advanced build- 
ing technology at the Sheffield College of 
Commerce and Technology. This course is 
of three years’ duration and of degree status. 
It is designed for persons aspiring to the 
executive, administrative and higher techni- 
cal posts in the industry. Students are 
required to do research in building technique 
or materials and must submit their results 
in the form of a thesis in their final year. 


This course will be submitted for approval 
as suitable for the award, to be of degree 
status, which has been put forward in the 
Government White Paper (issued in Octo- 
ber, 1951), arising from the report of the 
National Advisory Council for Education 
in Industry and Commerce. A diploma, sub- 
mitted to the Ministry of Education for 
endorsement, will be awarded to those 
students who complete successfully the three 
years of the course in July, 1953. 


Those interested in the course should 
apply immediately to Mr. W. Alexander, 
A.R.I.B.A., Head of the Department (Tel.: 
Sheffield 27068). 
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SOUTHERN BUILDERS 
Conference at Bournemouth 


THE SUMMER CONFERENCE of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers was held last week in Bourne- 
mouth. Brilliant weather gilded the pro- 
ceedings, which appear to have been most 
successful throughout, for which the organ- 
ising committee, under the President (Mr. 
H. H. Shears) and the ladies’ committee 
(under Mrs. Shears) take full credit. Apart 
from a strong representation of Southern 
members, the National President (Mr. J. Ian 
Robertson), Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish 
(President L.M.B.A.), and Mr. Harvey 
Frost (President, Eastern Federation) were 
present, accompanied by their ladies and by 
their Directors, Mr. Stanley Hearder, Mr. 
G. H. A. Hughes and Mr. R. W- Porter. 
Mr. C. -R. Setter (Pres. South-Western 
Federation) was also present. 


An informal reception cn the Monday 
evening was followed next morning by a 
civic welcome by the Mayor of Bourne- 
mouth, the half-yearly meeting of members 
and an official luncheon in the Pavilion; 
in the evening a civic reception and ball 
took place in the town hall. Next day 
(Wednesday) the general :aeeting was con- 
tinued and after lunch the golfers disputed 
for the “H. J. Bowyer” cup at Meyrick 
Park course (followed by tea at the invitation 
of Mr. C. G. Drewitt), while-others took a 
coach trip to Corfe Castle and Studland. 
In the evening the President of the Bourne- 
mouth, Poole and Christcaurch Association 
and Mrs. Wilson were hosts at a reception 
and dance at the Pavilion which provided 
a splendid finish to a happy conference on 
which all concerned, not ieast Mr. S. R. 
Gerdes and his staff reserve congratulation. 


* 
FUEL-SAVING DEVICES 
Government Loan Scheme 


THE MINISTER OF FUEL AND POWER gave 
recently in the House of Commons details 
of ‘the experimental Government loan 
scheme to encourage the installation of 
industrial fuel saving equipment. The 
scheme, which will be operated as an experi- 
ment, applies in approved cases to indus- 
trial firms able to’save substantial amounts 
of fuel by installing any of a number of 
specified fuel saving devices. 

These devices are: (a) back pressure 
engines and turbines; (b) waste heat boilers; 
(c) feed water economisers; (d) air preheaters; 
(e) heat exchangers; (f) structural insulation 
of single sheeted factory roofs and walls. 

The total amount available for loans will 
not exceed £1,000,000 and loans to indi- 
vidual firms will not exceed £25,000. Com- 
mercial rates of interest will be charged. 
Applications will be dealt with in order of 
the dates of receipt. 

An explanatory leaflet giving full details 
and an application form may be obtained 
from the Fuel Efficiency Branch, Ministry 
of Fuel and Power, Queen Anne’s-chambers, 
Dean Farrar-street, S.W.1. 


Price of Government Timber 


It is reported that a reduction is about 
to be made in the prices of Government- 
owned timber.. No more timber is now being 
bought on Government account, but a certain 
amount of timber bought by the Govern- 
ment is still coming into the country under 
North American contracts, and some 50,000 
standards of softwood are still due for 
delivery. 
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DIRECT LABOUR AT BATTERSEA 
District Auditor Criticises ‘‘ Extravagant Expenditure ” 


BATIERSEA BOROUGH COUNCIL, at 
their meeting on May 28, had before 
them a letter from the District’ Auditor in 
which the cost of four post-war housing 
schemes was Criticised as “ extravagant,” and 
bearing heavily upon the general body of 
ratepayers. In his letter (dated January 30) 
to the council the District Auditor states :— 
In compliance with the statutory require- 
ment, I have to report that the audit of your 
accounts, and of the accounts-of your 


officers for the year ended March 31, 1951, - 


has been completed, and to direct your 
attention to the following matters : — 


Housing Finance 
(1) Capital Expenditure ; 
The following figures relate to the capital 
cost per tenement of four of the completed 
post-war housing schemes :— 


years for that part of the expenditure which 
is considered to be in excess of “ the maxi- 
mum amount for which sanction would have 
been granted had the scheme been carried 
out by a contractor ” and on that basis have 
estimated the excesses on schemes (1) and 
(2) included above to be:— 


Sheepcote-lane—£19,621 (£577 pe: 
tenement). 
Honeywell-road—£15,989 (£533 per 
tenement). 


The annual charges for the ten-year loans 
covering these excesses approximate to a 
rate over the whole borough of 1d. in the 
£. The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, who is now the loan-sanction- 
ing authority, has adopted a_ similar 
course in relation to the Lane Court scheme 
and has refused to issue a loan sanction for 
an estimated excess of £6,000 for a period 











Number Average Cost per Cost of 
Scheme of floor space tenement of erection per 
tenements St. sup. erection only St. sup. 
z 28 houses £ s. d. 
(1) Sheepcote-lane 6 flats 852 2,535 59 6 
) li-road 30 flats 7 39! 
a yom Sane. _ 27 flats 758 2,351 62 0 
(4) Barloch House 24 flats 850 2,485 58 6 
Compare— 
i 800 914 2-10 
THGledwood Report)... 1947 (Oct.) 1,029 1,242 24 2 
1949 (Oct.) 1,050 1,321 aa: 2 

















The schemes, which were almost entirely 
for three-bedroom tenements, were all car- 
ried out by direct labour and tenders from 
outside contractors were not sought. It is 
difficult to find an official costing for 
tenements precisely similar to those provided 
by the council which can be used for the 
purpose of comparison and, in directing 
attention above to the typical three- 
bedroom house, of which the heads 
of expenditure are set out in the reports 
(1948 and 1950) of the Girdwood Committee, 
it is appreciated that building in London is 
generally rather more costly than in other 


-parts of the country and that flats are gener- 


ally more expensive than houses; but the 
difference in the cost per superficial-foot 
floor space shown above is so great as to 
minimise the possibility of the heavy cost 
of the houses provided under the schemes 
being due to normal variations in type or 
locality. As regards the separate heads of 
expenditure, it is remarkable that the aver- 
age cost of labour for the council’s schemes 
was 56.4 per cent. of the cost per tenement, 
while in the case of the Girdwood typical 
house the percentage was 33.5. 


Other figures which tend to emphasise the 
extravagant cost of the council’s schemes are 
those relating to man-hours of labour. The 
typical three-bedroom house (800 ft. sup.) 
is calculated in the. Girdwood report (1948) 
to have required 2,538 hours of labour (698 
hours more than in 1938-39) while it is 
estimated that the man-hours per unit 
expended on the tenements comprised in the 
four schemes referred to above were 10,000; 
9,767; 7,632 and 8,544 hours, respectively. 

The expenditure on the council’s schemes 


was so greatly in excess of estimated cost 


that the London County Council (which was 
the original loan-sanctioning authority) have, 
in regard to the schemes (1) and (2) set out 
above, refused to grant loan sanction for the 
total expenditure for the full period of 60 
years and have restricted the period to 10 


® R. W. Purdie & Co. 


longer than 10 years. It is to be expected 
that the other direct labour schemes may be 
dealt with similarly. 
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It is due to the council that I should state 
that when apprised of the costliness of the 
schemes in question they took action with a 
view to obtaining complete information as 
to the causes which resulted in the actual 
expenditure being so greatly in excess of 
that estimated. To this end a firm of 
quantity surveyors was employed and there 
have been produced to me the reports which 
were subsequently made to the council in 
regard to each of the four schemes included 
above. As a result it is understood that the 
council discontinued the erection of dwell- 
ings by direct labour and resolved that as 
regards all works estimated to cost more 
than £250 tenders shall be obtained from 
outside firms as well as from their own 
building works manager. ~ 

If, in the light of their experience, the 
council decide to retain the building works 
department, it would seem to be essential 
that there should be maintained a current 
and critical inquiry into the cost of any work 
with which it is entrusted. 

(2) Revenue Expenditure 

The total expenditure charged to the 
Housing Revenue Account during the year 
was met as follows: By contribution from 
the Exchequer and L.C.C., 21.1 per cent.; 
by tenants, 37.4 per cent.; and by general 
body of ratepayers, 41.5 per cent. It is to 
be observed that the general body of rate- 
payers were called upon to bear a higher 
percentage of the cost of providing and 
maintaining the council dwellings than were 
the tenants. 

The council are invited to consider the 
unsatisfactory position disclosed by these 
figures. It would seem that the rents charged 

y the council have undergone no change 
during the last ten years although the general 
management costs have increased consider- 
ably and the earnings of many of the ten- 
ants have materially improved. I find that 
the council minutes of January 25, 1950, 
record that the housing committee had 
decided that “in view of the necessity of 
preventing a rise in the cost of living it is 
undesirable to increase rents at this junc- 
ture.” Almost a year later, on January 23, 
1951, the housing committee resolved “ that 
the suggestion of an increase of 2s. 6d. per 
week in the net rents of permanent dwell- 
ings ... be approved .. . and the question 
. . . be adjourned for further consideration.” 
But at a meeting of the same committee on 
February 23, 1951, it was resolved “ that an 
increase would not be appropriate at the 
present time.” 

In addressing themselves to this matter the 
council will doubtless have in mind that they 
owe a duty, not only to the tenants of the 
council houses, but also to the general body 
of ratepayers, and that in many instances 
individual ratepayers who are paying higher 
rents for accommodation inferior to that 
enjoyed by the council’s tenants are, in addi- 
tion, being required to subsidise the renis 
paid by those tenants. 


War Damage Repairs 

The Ministry of Housing and = Local 
Government have sent a circular (No. 46/52, 
dated May 29) to local authorities on the 
subject of war damage repairs to houses in 
which it is stated that the War Damage 
Commission now propose that claims under 
consideration and to be submitted should be 
dealt with on the basis of allowing a fee 
for administrative expenses of 4 per cent. 
on the cost of the works, subject to con- 
sideration in consultation with the @local 
authority in particular cases of claims rela- 
ting to the period April 1, 1951, to June 30, 
1952. 


H 
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MECHANICAL HANDLING EXHIBITION 


Some Equipment Reviewed 


MAY types of equipment produced to 

assist industry to incréase productivity 
at low capital cost can be seen, much of it 
working, at the Mechanical Handling exhi- 
bition which Sir Walter Monckton, Minister 
of Labour, opened at Olympia, London, on 
Wednesday (June 4). 

Exhibits include a crane controlled by 
radio and television; electronic inspection and 
counting of tins on a moving conveyor; a 
pneumatic tube carrying small tools as well 
as documents with another acoustically con- 
trolled; a wagon “ tippler,” turning a full-size 
railway truck upside down; a pneumatic 
grain-handling plant in operation; a fork- 
lift truck lifting five tons; a loading ramp of 
adjustable height; a 10-ton mobile crane; and 
numerous hoists and conveyors in operation. 

A number of the principal stands with 
exhibits of special concern to the building 
industry are dealt with below in more detail. 

THE CHASESIDE ENGINEERING Co., LTD., 
Station Works, Hertford, are showing a new 
type of mobile mechanical shovel. This 
incorporates the four-cylinder Fordson 
tractor engine in either petrol, vapouring oil 
or diesel types, with six forward and two 
reverse gears. Other features include the 
introduction of a hydraulic winch control 
which provides greater ease of operation, 
while retaining cable operation (Stand B, 11). 

GeEorGE- COHEN, SONS AND Co., LTD., 
Broadway-chambers, W.6, are displaying on 
their stand the Jones KL 66 crane, which 
meets high-speed requirements-for grabbing 
or Operating with a magnet. This gives 
sensitivity of control for handling fragile 
merchandise. A differential employed in 
conjunction with four-wheel drive eliminates 
wheel-spin, and provides greater tractive 
power. It can be supplied as a mobile crane, 
on a rail chassis, or on a fixed base. Other 
cranes are exhibited, including the Jones 
KL 44 for high level stacking, together with 
a range of appliances and lifting equipment. 


Conveyor Belting 


Conveyor belts for the carrying of coke, 
coal and cement are featured on the stand 
of the GOODYEAR TYRE AND RUBBER Co. (GT. 
BRITAIN), LTD., 56, Osnaburgh-street, N.W.1. 
Also displayed are a specially constructed 
belt for use with coal face loaders and 
bottom belt conveyors; a belt stripped down 
to explain internal construction; a large roll 
of 36-in. conveyor belting; lengths of rotary 
hose; a number of rolls of transmission belt- 
ing and a photographic montage of various 
applications of Goodyear belting and hose. 
This company is also showing a quality 
control panel which demonstrates mainte- 
nance of quality control at every stage in ihe 
manufacture of Goodyear conveyor belts and 
hose. Each of the three main groups of 
products (conveyor belting, wrapped ply hose 
and braided hose) of the Wolverhampton 
factories of the firm are included in the 
demonstration. A series of transparencies 
automatically illuminated in succession dis- 
plays the efficiency of Goodyear’s standard 
of quality control. (Stand A, 4.) 

The exhibits of Fourways (Engineers), 
Ltd., Thornwood Common, Epping, Essex, 
include three of their conveyors, one of 
which is the portable lightweight model 
which has a constant loading position 
enabling goods to be loaded from ground 
level. This makes it suitable for transport 


loading and limited stacking. A reversible 
track is fitted to the ““ New Junior” hinged 
boom portable conveyor, which can be 
operated and moved by one man. The trans- 
portable J.E. model, like the “ New Junior,” 
incorporates a patented inverse drive which 
allows the continuous tra¢k to operate both 
booms with freedom of travel while permit- 
ting them to operate independently. These 
three Fourways models are available in two 
sizes. 


THE RawtpLuc Co., Ltp., Rawiplug 
House, Cromwell-road, S.W.7, are exhibiting 
a metal expansion bolt which eliminates 
grouting. A hole can be drilled, the bolt 
inserted and tightened, and machinery put 
into immediate use without having to wait 
for grout to harden. Other Rawiplug fix- 
ings on show are caulking bolt anchors for 
wet places, and cement-in sockets for fixing 
in situ when pouring concrete; fixings for 
cavity walls, hollow panelling, laminated 
and insulating wallboards, lath and plaster 
ceilings, etc. Of these the Rawinut is of 
special interest because, being made of rub- 
ber, it makes a waterproof and insulating 
fixing which is especially useful for sheet 
metal and plastic as well as for hollow 
bricks and hollow cement blocks. Tools 
displayed include the durium-tipped rotary 
drill and a drill hammer which converts an 
electric rotary drill into a powerful percus- 
sion hammer. (Stand C, 10.) 


A Powerful Crane 


R. H. NEAL AND Co., Ltp., Plant House, 
Ealing, W.5, are showing one of their latest 
mode! mobile cranes, type “ R.” This has a 
maximum rated lifting capacity of 10 long 
tons without the use of jacks or outriggers, 
which makes it one of the largest 
completely mobile crane produced in this 
country. It is shown with a 75-ft. long jib, 
which can lift two tons at 30 ft. radius up 
to 70 ft. high, and fitted with a double- 
rope coal grab. The crane is mounted on 
eight heavy-duty pneumatic tyres, driven by 
a powerful diesel engine, and fitted with 
power-assisted steering. The main gearing is 
all totally enclosed and running in oil-baths, 
and most of the other features found in 
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other sizes of Neal mobile cranes are included 
in the design. Also exhibited is the type 
“GM”. Neal mobile crane, which is of 
15 cwt. maximum capacity, and is shown 
with two of its standard front-end equip- 
ments, i.e., a 20-ft. lattice jib, and a 40-ft. 
telescopic extension mast. These two 
machines are representative of the full range 
of Neal mobile cranes, covering capacities 
from 15 cwt. to 10 tons. Large photo- 
graphs are exhibited illustrating the inter- 
mediate sizes. (Stand A, 11.) 

A wide range of specialised mechanical- 
handling equipment is again being exhibited 
by STEELS ENGINEERING PropucTs Lt. 
Sunderland, who are the manufacturers 
of Coles cranes, electric ‘hoists and 
the battery-operated “ Electric Eel” trucks 
and tractors. A Coles 20-ton model 
$2310, which has been fitted with an 
80-ft. jib, is on show for the first time. 
Other cranes included are. the S1210s 
with 40-ft. strut type jib, twin hoisting 
barrels and double line rope operated 
grab; the model S810 with 30 ft. cantilever 
type jib and 30-in. diameter magnet, and the 
smallest -model in the Coles range, namely, 
the S25 crane fitted with a 15-ft. jib. Among 
the “ Electric Eel” battery-operated trucks 
are loadcarriers of 30 and 40 cwt. capacity, 
a “Lowlift” model and a 50 cwt. tiering 
truck. Two “Electric Eel” industrial trac- 
tors are also on show. 


Battery Operation 

Kathanode cells designed specifically for 
every type of battery-operated mechanical 
handling equipment will be the main feature 
on the stand of THE D.P. Batrery Co., Lt. 
They are fitted to battery-electric fixed and 
elevating platform, fork-lift and pedestrian- 
controlled trucks, tractors, ‘road delivery 
vehicles and locomotives. 


The Kathanode method of construction js 
also employed in D.P. batteries for marine 
applications and in the special range produced 
for diesel engine starting. Examples of both 
types are shown, together with a group of 
D.P. stationary cells for emergency lighting, 
switch-tripping and closing and many other 
duties in industry (Stand H, 7). 

Batteries of the types used extensively for 
platform and fork-lift industrial trucks, 
mobile cranes and other mechanical handling 
equipment form the principal exhibits on the 
stand of the Tupor AccuMuLATOR Co., Ltp., 
50, Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1. These batteries 
are specially designed to withstand the 
stresses and strains involved in propelling 
electric vehicles, and incorporate the Tudor 
shockproof triple separation. They are 
shown with a battery of Tudor cells for 


' marine applications. Also on view is a com- 


plete “ Safetylyte ’ emergency lighting plant 
of the type used in factories, warehouses, 
workshops, etc., to provide a lighting supply 
during power cuts and mains failure. A 
range of typical Tudor stationary cells suit- 
able for telephones, fire alarms, signalling 
equipment, etc., complete the exhibit (Stand 


Parish Councils Conference. 


The National Conference cf Parish Coun- 
cils will this year be held on June 12 and 13 
at the Winter Gardens, Blackpool. This will 
be the third such conference to have been 
held and on this occasion the experiment 
is being tried of organising what has been 
described as “Countryside Week,” within 
which there will be held a series of exhibi- 
tions, concerts and lectures, so designed that 
each will form a background to the speeches 
and debates. in the conference. 
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NEW PRECAST 
CONCRETE 
ROAD BRIDGE 
FOR MARGATE 
BOROUGH 
COUNCIL 


An existing 90-year-old steel bridge over the main London-Ramsgate railway line has recently been replaced by a 
new bridge entirely composed of precast concrete members, which were cast in Westgate Goods Yard. The two main 


parapet girders span 62 ft. 4 in. on a skew of 32 deg. and rest on brick abutments 2 ft. 9 in. apart. 


The 


girders are 6 ft. deep at one end, 7 ft. at the other and weigh approximately 31 tons each. The deck beams 


varyin size according to their position, the largest being 30 ft. 9 in. by 3 ft. 


These are hollow, having twin precast concrete tubes with O.G. joints down the centre. 
slung into position by British Railways, Southern Region, during the nights of March 15-18. On the left a 
girder is being hoisted into position, and on the right a deck slab. The following engineers were connected with the 


scheme : Engineer to Margate B.C., 


6 in. by x ft. 7% in. 


The bridge was 


Mr. W. Leslie Armstrong, B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E., M.I.Mun.E. ; Resident 


Engineer, Mr. R. }. Nicholas, A.M.Inst.H.E., Senior Engineering Assistant, Margate B.C. ; Bridge Engineer, 
Kent C.C., Mr. 7. A. Riccomini, A.M.I.C.E. The contractors were Messrs. #. W. Ellingham, Ltd. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 
Self-build at Wrexham 


Wrexham branch of the British Legion is 
considering the question of- forming a 
Legion Housing Self-Building Association, 
and hals the support of the new Mayor 
(Councillor Eric McMahon). 


Liverpool’s 10,000th House 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, is to open 
at the end of June the 10,000th permanent 
house to be built since the war by Liverpool 
Corporation. 


Grants to New: Industries 


Under the Industries Development Acts 
the Northern Ireland Minisiry of Commerce 
has undertaken to give grants totalling 
£1,212,609 towards thé establishment of new 
industrial undertakings in Northern Ireland. 
Of this amount £770,533 has been paid to 
date. 


Australian to Study British Methods 


Production methods of wall board are to 
be studied by the chairman of the 
Australian Forests Commission, Mr. L. F. 
Gerraty, when he arrives in the United 
Kingdom on a factory tour. Recently, 
forestry experts in Victoria have been 
examining use of their forest land, and 
tentative projects have been submitted to 
overseas companies. 


MARS Group Exhibition 


The MARS Group (the English Group of 
CIAM) is showing at the Building Centre 
until June 21 the work prepared for CIAM 8, 
which was Jheld at Hoddesdon, Herts, last 
year. The exhibition will include the work 
of many of the world’s best-known architects 
and town planners, and schemes for the 
replanning of the centres of over 20 towns 
as widely separated as Chimbote in Peru, 
Gustavsberg in Sweden and Hiroshima will 
be shown prepared on the MARS compara- 
tive grid. The British contribution consists 
of two plans for Stevenage, and schemes for 
Coventry and East Kilbride. The exhibition 
is open 9.30 to 5 from Monday to Friday, 
and 9.30 to 1 on Saturday. 


F.M.B. Year Books 


The London Region of the Federation of 
Master Builders have issued a new edition 
of their Year Book. Apart from the revision 
of its permanent features, it contains in addi- 
tion an alphabetical list of members. 

The 1952 Year Book which is the fourth 
published by the South-West Region of the 
Federation of Master Builders, has been 
issued and copies may be obtained from the 
Regional Secretary, 1, St. Pauls-road, 
Bristol, 8. 


Waste Paper Recovery 


The Waste Paper Recovery Association, 
Ltd., has issued its annual report for 1951. 
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The Im. tons salvage target set for the year 
was exceeded, the final total collected being 
1,078,138 tons. Recovery is now stated to 
be at a level above mill requirements. 


Royal Sailors’ Home 


With reference to the illustrated article on 
the Royal Sailors’ Home Club, Portsmouth, 
which appeared in our issue of May 23, we 
have since been informed by Kitson’s Insu- 
lations, Ltd., of Blackwall-way, E.14, that 
they carried out all the lagging work, in- 
cluding boilers, calorifiers, steam and hot 
water pipe- lines, etc., on this contract. 


Timber Merchant’s Will 


Mr. Albert Arnold Gliksten, of Beacons- 
field, Buckinghamshire, chairman of S. 
Gliksten and Son, Limited, assistant director 
of Timber Control during the war, left 
estate “so far as can at present be ascer- 
tained” valued at £1,391,453 (duty paid 
£1,111,782). 


Population Movement 


“ Population Movement from South Lan- 
cashire in Theory and Practice” was the 
title of a paper read by Mr. G. Sutton Brown, 
B.Sc., A.M.LC.E., County Planning Officer 
for Lancashire, at the 26th annual country 
meeting of the Town Planning Institute 
which opened on May 16. 


Review of Liverpool Rents 


Liverpool Corporation Housing Committee 
is reviewing the rents of all its Corporation 
houses from the time the first houses were 
built by them 80 years ago. It is pro- 
posed that rental anomalies should be 
eliminated so far as possible, and rental 
increases are foreshadowed. 


Monster Block 


A block of Peterhead granite, weighing 
between 500 and 600 tons, has been quarried 
at Stirlinghill, near Peterhead, and is the 
biggest block to be dislodged by blasting 
for many years. The block is 28 ft. wide, 
16 ft. thick and more than 20 ft. high, and 
offers at one point an expanse of granite 
measuring 25 ft. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





f bine information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers a“ 
merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


- Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for > 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and ‘ 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ball a 1° 4; 
it Ballast ae be oe sé oy ome r yd. 
Pit Sand noe a Rawanda ee 
Washed Sand ; cen oar oe Ex aa oe 1: iss 
e. Shingle ... Ae ss ae iss bs = 17 11 
in. Broken Brick... seu ee sks sd x 19'S 
Pan Breeze ee mt 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate ak perton 2 16 10 


CEMENT, etc. / 


Including jute sacks or non-returnable — bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and upwards, site... sie ase * 416 9 

1 to 6 tons, site ca ve 3. SD 
Ferrocrete Rapid antening Cement i in 6-ton loads 

and upwards to site . ; bee » 5 49 

1 to 6 ton. do. site i 5.13 9 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s, 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ten lots bee “i 618 3 
Other colours according to colour : 
In 4-ton lots from 196s. 3d. to 420s. 3d. aie ton. 
White Portand Cement Ne es » 1317 3 
Under 1 t per cwt. 13° 3 
417 okhy (Ultra Rapid Hiden in 6-ton lots 
and upwards perton 6 9. 3 


Super Cement (Waterproof, ), 32s. 6d. "per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 18s. 9d. to £10 12s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Cement Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


ous cement, I-ton lots and up me 14 19 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London +e bah ane Be maa or et 6 6 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks _... om one sie -«. per1,000 10 3 0O 
Second Hard Stocks ... abe ae ack oe > 913 0 
Mild Stocks... été ao a 8 0 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District. Commons es bie vr. ean Pe ao 32 
Cellular GOS cise ax aS ee ee 2 > fe 
Keyed s soe eT a — mes ¥s = iy £2 
Rustics o ne asa nse ase ose « 610 3 
Cellular Rustics  *.. i ak Sas i 610 3 
Single Bullnose do. wip ete ees pote ra Se. 53 
Sandfaced ... oe sae am Aut wi y dee Mier 
Cortex Facing Bricks ae tie as 6 0 3 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) sh 4 22 14 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) ... wee uf 23 8 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . a ase mf 2 7:0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) dee esp pe » Be Ie. 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) is $-2.% 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) . a 20 18 6 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) .. = 25 4 0 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red “Facings 
(London Sites) Pr 12°12 0 
m. wd ene “Multi Red Facings (London 
me 1217 0 
21 in. 3. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings ‘(London 
“ 13 16 0 
24 in,  Hand-euiie Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 
(London Sites) = 13 16 0 
2¢in. Surrey Clamp “Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) ove o> eee ove ove s 129 0 





2§ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings : oe ee” 8 
(London Sites) per 1,000 13 2 6 
Glazed Bricks (London’ Stations), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers. ... BR end ‘is 40 0 0 
Headers “ sid ian = 39 10 0 
Quoins, Bulinose and 44-in. "Flats is pa Mas 50 0 0 
Double Stretchers 0.000 60.00 eee eee tee a 53 0 0 
Double Headers... ae ~ on one mi 48 10 0 
One side and twoends_... BS ad ae ‘s 5410 0 
Two sides and one _ sd ais ie S40 * 56 0 O 
Splays and Squints .. EG ae Aare ee at ns 52 0 0 
Second quality £2 less than Bests. Cream-and Buff 
£2 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£5 10s. Od. extra over White. All above plus 60 
r cent. for Bests and plus 55 per cent. for 
econd quality. Plus delivery to site 30s.per 1,000. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
op gree wee .. 150 yds. ‘ie .. peryd.sup. 4 1 
Fh 10. 08 aie 135 yds. pee: dea a 4 4 
3. tn.) Sie ae ave 425-93. aes Ga . 4 10 
ti in. (3 cavity) no SAE. eis cae a 6 
4} in. (6 cavity) .. 80 yds. ” 6 11 
Half blocks add 1s. per yd. super to above prices. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 oa iy .- 100 yds. see sae Pe 3°-2 
24 "eye ove eve 85 yds. ooo ove ” + 9 
JI. reas see IS oe eo beds is 4 4 
Sin, "230 ais yee), eas ne wa be 5 6 
CRANHAM 
PMR Fac tee ae ae ie eis bie ve = 
ye See oe . ee Be ads re a 5:9 
Fees ef bie the ane ee ae aa ie 
4tin. ... nas ee eee ae aS ie w $3 
44 in. Load bearing quality ... x62 as Ses ss a. 3 
FLoor BLocKs 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. —— in full 
lorry-loads ... as nae ane .. per 1,000 29 14 0 
4 in. GO," sce he dus ase AN ee 5 32 13 0 
5 in. Ae oe ase vas -y or. 0 
6 in. GO. ac sie bbe a Aa ae ss 44 2 0 
7 in. GOK. “aie ied bas oe abs See s 50 19 0 
8 in. an. 2", ven an See yee sis s 2.23. 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES 
The following are the percentages to.be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons. under 2 tons. under 2 tons. 
Best Quality ... + 674% +874% +974% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +67 y) +10% +874%  +10% torte? 
Tested Quality 4374% 467402 43748, 4874? 4.374% 4.974% 
BSS. Tested do. +47524674°%3  +474%+4871% +4749 PLA 
3 in. Land Drain —_ - 12 in. ——- per 1,000 911 0 
4 in. do. eee sin sai a 12 10 0 
6 in. do. ea ae ue ike ees ~ 2a. 4a. 0 
STONE 
' Bath Stone— 
Monks Park * ane ses +. . per ft. cube Se 7 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground a e 7 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth. 
B.R., Western Region. 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered arsine: ATCA ~~. 4 7-4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aa ee 6 il 


Portland Stone— 3 : 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average a 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B R.., 
Southern Region dia des ive ee eo 7 4 
sta yoo Stone— 
Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
Zin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 


super in area per ft. sup. me 2 
13 in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 

described dag G 9 11 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, sgenpuaceci ‘throated and . 

Stooled cills a .. perft.cube 2 19 6 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. ise 2am. 3 
12 in. x 31 in. Plain coping, twice throated ee Pose. 6 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping a ae 6 
14in. x 6in. do. do. sa ain ee 119 0 
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STONE-—-continued 


THE BUILDER 


£:«..6. 
4 in. x 9 in. Plinth, seemed on top 40k Set perft.cube 115 0 
3 in. sawn two sides ‘Slabs, random sizes .. per ft. sup. 6 3 
"hod and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i in. 
rege coped for rendered brickwork .perft.cube 1 1 6 
do., _ one “ for we faced i 
eichcenentk ae “a ad o 13 6 
io . sae Square S bbed d edge per fi 76 
in. X 2 in. Square Steps, ru’ on top an ge per it. run 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on + 
and front orem cube 2 0 0 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. 3 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes .. per ft. sup. p Ree 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 2 9 3 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine made Pantiles and French ie iles from 
Lincolnshire district is am ae ark 9 
Hand made Pantiles Berkshire district ‘ ress an 40 10 0 
Hand made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... aa a: @".9 
Hand made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district = Ses 2. @ 
Machine made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district ona 12 4 0 
Hand made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ae pe 16 0 
Machine made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... cau a i kee at 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 - sa By 615 6 
do. Interlocking (49s) °.. 18 5 0 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First- a Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
pai ull truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
, eS eee ae has ee ea aa aan 96 7 6 
be ey ee ie Bee ea io ete po 82:10 0 
yas | Eee acs ae is ig 5 PA ake 7410 6 
20 x 12 69 17 0 
20 x 10 65 10 6 
18 x 10 48 10 9 
18 x 9 ‘ ‘ ‘ 49 0 
16 x 10 i 42 12 6 
16 x 8 ce 
Note. -—Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Sus oa .. Ex Wharf per standard £120 to £130 
Carcassing quality .. do. ‘a £1 . to £115 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved. Flooring do. rae 117 10 O 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. te do perft.cube 110 0 
do. Honduras do. “a do. oa 215 0 
Oak European do. see do. a 200 
do. Japanese do. Ave do. oi 53? 6 
do. English Logs sawn do. va 1 Mi a 
Teak 8 in. average S.E.... do. a 366 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. é : ay a 
DOORS (in Lots I—I1) 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal gga Pattern 4 in deal 
2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. 6 ee ons ove each 1 13 
2ft.3in. x 6 ft. cn gina ost ees Bt 1 14 
2ft.6in. x 6. ft. 6 in. sie ive aah ” 1 15 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. me io ea - 1 18 
2 in. do., but top panel open. re x vin ~ 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ‘“ 2 18 
_ 2ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 3 2 
2 in. 2 Panel, top penet of open. Pattern 2 X G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x Sol ee ps 2 8 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. Sia. na oa ate > 2 11 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities rd 1 ton (89 A per to 1 ton) ian aan per yd. 5 10 
1} in. yds. to 1 ton) eed “s 6 
2 in. = (32 yds. to 1 ton) ae s 9 24 
. 24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 -_ a re 10 9 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 11 114 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. Sy 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. Imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5, 6 beg ft. 
per 100sq.ft. 2 5 0 
tin. Hardboard do. sss waa ae ret a 212 6 
fs in. do. do. Vice a ” 310 0 
ts i in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets eas .-. per yd. sup. ye 
— Felt, ae ee dee #5 “ 1 6 
ee ase aaid pas ” 3: § 
Best ) Glue i in slabs... aad -. prticwt. 5 0 0 
do. pearl ee os per ee x 26 
Croid Glue es we ‘ana sev 28 lb 2 5 0 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up (1-ton Tots) es ee  perton 59.15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) percwt.- 213 6 
METALS Stee Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. xX 6in., 10in. x 6in., 
12 in. x 6 in. plain, cut to _— delivered London 
area oes eee eee a perton 36 0 0 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. X 14 in. 5a) ps 310 0 
3in. x 3 in., ee X 3 in., 5 in. % 24 in. at ‘ i> 6 
4in. x 1} in it a ‘s a ced Me 3-00 


wo nao wooo 





4}in. x l}in., 24 in. x Thin. .. “- . perton 
5in. x 3 in., 22 in. x 7 in ooo - ” 
6in. X 3 in. peat on tint pare ” 
9in. X 7 in. or oat Be “ ” 
10 in. x ain ye 2 fe pea: = ” 
Sin. x 44in., 6in. x 44in., 7in. x 34 in, 
7in. xX 4in, 8in. x 4in., Qin. x 4in., 
10in. x Sin, 10in. x 8in., 12in. x 8 in., 
13 in. X Sin., 14in. x Shin., 14in. x 6in., ae 
14in. x 8in., Sin. x Sin., 15 in. x 6in., 
16 in. X 6Gin., 16in. x 8in., 18 in. x 6 in., 
18 in. x 7in., 18in. x 8in., 20in. x 64 in., 
20 in. x 74 in. ie jae aa i 
Steel angles average price én in aed om ~ 
Steel tees average price oe pas: = 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut — ages eS ae wes = 
Compound girders . ae “aa <a aa ” 
Stanchions ... ae ‘tie es ant ” 
Compound stanchions... «3 aad oi 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... aaa . 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex Sesleri 


Stock ¢ in. diam, -_ upwards 
4 in. diam pe ae en P «. per ton extra 
nn do. ora de seal raid “a éia ie 
in. do... eve ose eee eve ove .” 
4in. do. ... aay pote ae pa ae aa 


MiLp STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and 


8 


zsd. 
200 
100 
110 0 
$ 0 
15 0 
10 O 
7 .3-:@ 
38 5 0 
50 0 O 
55 0 0 
6 0 0 
63 0 0 
1500 
36 2 6 
312 0 
217 0 
aoa, @ 
| ee 


following discounts— 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Class B +148, Light © +22% Malleable List —453%+40% 
an Tish 9 Heavy +3049 b+O% 
Black— 
Class A —2332% . 
Light  +64% sop _ 4530 
Class B =i Hany 1.144% Malleable List —453% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yard in 6 ft. lengths St 
o_ Nozzles E 
3 in. ot sa Sis sas aoe 2/10 2/6 /8 
34 in. x =i an ioe soa 2/10 /8 
| ae a6 
in. aa 
5 in. em te “ a ee im ee 3/10. 1/6 
C.I. O.G. GUTTERS 
3 in, a a aaa ‘ie po nas ee 3/4 /10 
34 in. 3 4/2 3/4 1/2 
4 in. tials 4/6 3/6 1/4 
44 in. 5/- 4/- 1/6 
5 in. 5/4 4/8 1/8 
CI. RAIN- WATER PIPes 
Per eegin in 6 nine chained aed Bends Branches 
2 in = Se aa co = SEO 3/- 4/6 
24 i in. ae ee ae po 353 ee. Off 3/6 5/4 
in. x 
4 in. a 9/- 6/2 9/- 
Lec Coarep Son ‘Pires 
2 in. ind © caper tee 1/- 5/4 6/6 
24 in. oa a 7/4 6/- 8/- 
3 in. ; 8/2 6/6 9/8 
34 in. 9/2 8/- 11/2 
4 in. 10/6 9/- 13/- 


Aspestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 lesg 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


a. 3/tk * Ses 4/2 
Pipes 6 ft. lengths per y 
Shoes Eaa each 2/- 2/3 2/8 - 
Single Branches ... .. x 3/3 4/1 4/10 
Bends square or obtuse .. ya 2/3 2/7 3/3 
Swan Necks 44 in. or 6 i in. 
projection ten - 2/9 3/7 3/10 
Aimanat O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS __ 
4 in aH in. Sin. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 3/3 3/7 4/3 
Drop ends aia each 2/3 2/4 2/7 
Stop Ends... .. ee ‘a 19 /10 fit 
Angles and nozzles die % 2/8 3/1 3/7 
Union Clips ae 1/4 1/7 1/1 
Amen Have-xounp GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 44in. Sin. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 3/3" 2/8 2/9 3/3 
Drop ends ~ each 1/10 1/il 2/- 2/3 
Stop ends we /8 9 /10 /ii 
Angles and nozzles os 2/1 2/3 2/8 2/9 
Union Clips < ae /il 1/- 1/1 1/3 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lots 
Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3100 amended to August Bi 1951, 


r yd. Bends Branches 


only. 
, - 100 per cent. and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 
4+ per cent. 
L.C.C. CoateD DRAIN Pires 
In 9 fts. wi 
5 cwt. qr. Ib. pe 
4 in. as “— a ae: eine 18/10 = 13/- 
6 in. dee 2. @. 9 = 27/1 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£:8.: 4, 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown meant Qay Jap - 40 0 0 
Mild Steel Bars aes oie ose “ao ae ae 
Mild Steel Hoops <a use bees ae on oe Oe G 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
£3." 'd 
Soft sheets C.R. and oF A.— 
20 gauge & ao ‘ee nie oF ove ‘ne ae eee 
24 sauee sob ee see ae au ee . 43 14 0 
26 ga re can - 414 0 
Galvanised Corrugated st sheets 6 ft to 9 Si. _ 
20 gauge vie ae -) ar ee 
24 gauge eid jen ee 
26 gauge ee och ee 
Gelvaniosd Flat sheets C.R. and C. ine 
20 gauge whe abe See aan ay ae ees, 
24 gauge ee om aoe soe tae FP en a ee 
26. gauge 60 19 6 
Metal Windows —Standard Metal Windows B.S.940 Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd 
PLUMBERS’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC 
ak ec in London area | 
All per doz. eo ‘Zin. lin. Ijin. I}in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron .. 86/3 132/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 135/- 182/6 
Screw down stop cocks foriron 86/- 120/- 186/- 368/- 548/- 941/- 


do with two unions for lead _- 165/- 263/- 488/- 703/- 1253/- 


Double nut boiler screws... 32/- 55/- 83/- 128/- 202/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 1 236). 348/-. 481/- 732/- 903/- 
Plumbers union brass lead to 
iron Nab » Re ww. 23/- 33/- 41/- 72/- 96/- 190/- 
1jin. 14in. 2in. Jin. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws ee o. «=. 29 - a = 92/- 120/- 130/- 
Brass sleeves... je Lae 31/- 42/- 72/- 87/- 109/- 
14 x 6 lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 71b. 3 x 71b 
Lead P. trap with brass poe 
screws Bi 69/- 86/3 138/- 235/9 
Lead S. trap do. 83/6 103/6 169/9 304/9 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’... Sie aa ae wo peri. 2453 
Tinmen’s... » Kes S°:0 
Blow pipe 5.2 


Copper tubes BSS6 59/ 1944 on the basic price of 264d. per, Ib., plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
jie x 19 gauge... ie net sco), ae Total per lb. 414 ° 
i Ce as ee Se5 eae SS ree » 392 
a: MAB. gee iS aes were | -“ 5; ane 
ldjin.x 18 ,, i “ee ose ee a a) Se 
+ mage ae he me 22s bee we She x > (SUE 
ly » 123 oo oe OR 
Rolled Eagniai shegts up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ ed. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras . perton 281 0 0 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards ... oo. porcwt... 11 1 °6 
do. 12 gauge ¢ Ks 10 19 6 
Brass tubes basic we: -_ gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras... aoe ooo + per Ib. 2 0} 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPE 


Basis selling price in minimum one ton delivery to one address in London or 
Home Counties. 


ic x.°4, 50. 

Lead Sheet, English, 3 Ib. substance and tonsil per ton ut 15 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ae oe 154 0 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over, 2 in. to 4h i in. dia. . a sy ea 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ie co 155 10 O 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt: and under 1 ton Soe oe ..- percwt 2:20 
3 cwt. do. 5 ewt. sibs me ec Ss Ne 40 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. a nae Son Gee te 6 0 
28 Ib. do. 1 cwt. ae: ae 8 0 
Cutting Sheet Lead to size less than 15 ft. long 

and/or less than 7 ft. wide and under 34 Ib. sub- 

stance, or cutting Lead Pipe at usual Trade extras. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £102 10s. Od. per 

ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton vom ay over Delivered on Site per ton EG 

do. White do. aa ss 42 3 
Sirapite Coarse an. do. eke sis mA | i Me 

do. Fine do. do. ae ee a 213 9 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton “gg? ae ‘se ioe < 617 3 
Hydrated Lime 0. is Hees nee we $13.6 
Lump Lime do. bee re 414 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in j-ton loads °.. x 9 29.3 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads és 914 0 
— Chips do. eb eS 2 4 6 

: per cwt. 417 6 

= Plaster Lath or Base Board # in. thick 600 

yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 24 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 

12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one delivery. 

_ Delivered site Ses axe nee ove ooo = y tae | 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


£6 a. 
Delivered London area. 

‘ Ceiling Distemper... pa aa on «. per cwt. 1 12.0 
Washable Distemper a Fa Se Ahad ert vi 512 0 
Gloss Paint... 1 --- per gal. 2:33 0 
Snowcem cement paint Gn 1 cwt. drums) aoe es. per cwt. 3°35. G 

EAD PRODUCTS AND OILS 
Ground White Lead 5 cwt. casks ... ast «es Per cwt. oF 0 
1 cwt. kegs... 910 9 
Genuine White Lead dog 20 gal. lots in 1 ‘gal tins per ‘gal. a3 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. q ae «+. per ewt. e273 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt.keg ... ee ae. 3 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ian oa per ‘tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal. ) Drums extra at «- per gal. 19 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) ~.. mes sa ‘gi a 100 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) “genet adi te 5 if 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do.... ibe ihe 4 9 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), Exterior ... oe a 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 0... eee awe we ” 1 8 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) iis as 3 per Ib. x. 6 
White Lining Paper ... ase poe sae per piece 20 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ae Le +. per gal I: 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. pa ns <3 a tm 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ove ais ae a 1:17 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ae ae sie as 2: 55° 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. de ice 6 
Finest Carriage Varnish ue as te 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ‘...  .... a a a id 117 6 
Japan Gold Size ans veh se me aoe ra 110 0 
Black Japan... ake ate is ‘oa uae ies i 2 
Brunswick Black te a9 Sa ne rN tk ee -0 
Berlin Black nas oe ate ssa me ye 4. 0 
Terebine ae ene ies de i: 2 6 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles. free) ate 2. sem a 2 2. 0 
French.and Brush Polish (do.) “ee oe ae be , 3.0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. 
Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. . Cut sizes. " 
s. d. 
18 oz. ick ae ae & ae «.. per ft. super 43 

24 oz. om aaa me ey te ay * + 6 

26 — rae: one ae Bes nae ae 2 we 7} 
32 0 ” ”» 105 

English Rolled ‘Plate and Figured Cathedral, etc., 

in cut sizes, over 500 ft. super of - waaed 
Rolled Plate 4 in. aoe sae os ve ¢ x 7} 
Rough cast ¥ in. bem ae a see os “i he 9 
Rough cast } in. an ” + 9 
Figured Rolled, and Cathedral standard Fatterns i 3 i 
Figured Rolled, Standard Tints eee oe ” . 1 AVR: 
Figured Rolled’ Special Tints yA des aes ‘6 on 2 7 
Figured Rolled Real Ruby ... ae SR ei * ” 3 114 
$4 in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe and 

Reeded Glass (viz. Narrow Reeded, Broad Reeded, 

_ Major Reeded, Cross Reeded, Narrow — 

Broad Reedlyte Luminating) aie > ee i 
Wired cast, } in. thick ef ak eae ace rs ra 10} 
Georgian Wired cast Me aes Sabre + Wane ie = 103 
Hollow Glass a 

P.B. 2 , xX 3f in. ... aa as sos), (ORG 26 

P. B. 3 7 7} X 34 in. ... Ee <a ait a 3 10 

P.B.32 ‘7% x 7% X 3¢in. ... “as os 3 10 

Radiused Corner Brick to match up ‘with—" 

P.B. 2 ef a cas ps 4 6 

P.B. 3 sie Bee “ae see ee fat » 6 0 

P.B. 32 .. sei aa aya ‘fs Sod? -i cet * 6 0 
Polished Plate Glass. Ordinary substance about } in. thick per ft. super. 

Glazing for Selected 
Glazing Glazing Silvering 
f purposes Quality Quality 

In plates not exceeding— s. d. s. d. s. d. 

2 ft. sup. ie re ae ce a 4 5 

5 ft. sup. ee <6 ati ; 10 4 5 $°3 

45 ft. sup. aa aaa wae 5 > 4 6 0 

100 ft. sup. 5 7 6 


4 9 
Extra sizes, i.e., Plates exceeding 100 ft. sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. 
Glazing for Glazing purposes per ft. sup. 


s. d. 

Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135in. both ways 7 4 
180 ft. sup. or a sé 10 0 

200 ft. sup. or 14 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 

The usual thickness of Polished Plate is about 4 in., but if required in the 
following special thicknesses in Glazing for Glazing quality the under- 
mentioned extra charges will be made :— 


$ in.-3y in. 
in.- fs in. 

fin bare coo wee wee wees wwe Ss. per fit. super 
in. exact i 

find in. 
in. exact 

ts in. oe ae se ose os no extra charge 
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The Builder 
CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 4, 1952. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors.} 


















































KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. —. pray 
Grade Crassification, A Al Ss A3 Shrewsbury ‘MB. °......- A 
Craftsmen Pe os | OLE 3/4 /34 3/3 ittingbourne § .sesceess 
/ Ss 
Labourers ss we 2/lt—2/NOR_—2/1D—2/94 Skipton UD.” .cstcsc0caA 
ae aie Grade. —— CRED casscence AS 
Felixstowe ... MMs Sivavenetcedsxe A2 
Filey U.D, EU \cstandccnsceodsess A 
Fleetwood .. a Lyneham (Devon) 
WE oc neuda de ddss wabred? A Macclesfield . 
Folkestom@® 3 .......c000 A2 Maidenhead 
WEN de diies ech edness Al Maidstone .. 
oo i ree Al Maltb 
Gainsborough R.D. Maldon (Essex) 
(Mid. pt.). ro Malvern U.D. 
Gate .nccsicccccsss Manchester ... 
rv —, 0”. See i — ee 
MEE sddedvedesacsesie i aide 
Ashby-de-ia:Zouch UD. -.A ee March eye Keto 
yee Lb scenes ya 5 Caty. of ae _ pdakabhednadundee 
chedonateees Mar at Harbuioe 
Ashford Canmartheishice, Caty.of r Soo De atocccsteeties “A Maryport Fb =: 
Ashington ............--A | Carmarthenshire, Caty.of 742 | Gosport ................ atlock U.D, 
———— ‘Caty. of sar Grantham M.B. ........ A Melksham 
; 2 Castleford ee CGUBWIIORE, 205 okccncuideins A Melton Constable 
Al Catechers : Great Yarmouth ........ A Melton Weare U.D. 
~~ A? Chapel-en-le-Frith es Grimsby C.B. & R.D. (part) A ED: caer ciakick cans 
= Wo Oe ”A Down Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Middlesbrough i aaehin A 
amar © **°45 & District. Guildford District ...... A2 WN” ccncwacdccdees A 
: Cheadle (Staffs) R.D...... Guilsborough .......... Al Middlewich ............ A Sunningdale Al 
ecceeevevess woodam Chelmsford o A WE culxtehecécaince A Milford Haven .........- Al Sutton Coldfield _M.B. oneaee 
ND cascgtssse Cheltenham ~ Halesowen MB. .......... A Morecambe =... . 2s eee A Swaffham ...........+--A2 
A2 Chepstow ....... “Al |. | ee Sia oaaiRR IS A Morley ..... Gaivwcitkdadane A SWERRGD  ccccccuce Jace 
y OE + ot al eee Shred WEY. hdweiéev.ce sac A2 PD ci datascn acces A2 |, EY 
Al Chester 3 ect PEOPLE OEE. Al Nantwich ...... A SE a deucenececeMe 
A) eats MMR oi cachaccsaes rT i ~~ leone es a  peeppncte: 
Chesterfield Do ee Harpenden... .2.ce0e A Newark-on-Trent R.D. ..Al Tamworth M,B, ..........4& 
Chester-le-Street U.D. ....A Harrogate .. PPry, Mn ee A2 ees A2 
"TA. | Chichester «+ .25----A2 — - +A |. Newcasile-on-Tyne ...... A | Tewkesbury ............AB 
Ss es (exe. Witlough, hem Within and Harden. Haslemere 5 “2 Now Foret Dati. At | TMM tresr cna 
INGS = nove jewmar 
Basingstoke ........++.. A2 | Hatfield (Herts.) A Seer y  astecaten: A 
As Haywards Heath . A2 Newport Pagnell ........2 
mie aetnosptestesetnes Henly-on a a Newton Abbot 
Beaconsfield '&’ District | “AL Hereford ......-.., “a2 Northamerse: Con 
ébeedebcebee n Herefordshire, Cnty. of ...fA2 North Shields .... 
- pid danse cntGadsewn . ROY ois écccecéicccs A2 Norton Radstock 
qk gbabeooioars Q — abagerarnteneee se A Norwich ....... 
Sec cececes covdoe GEROMY CIY . coccdscsces A Nottingham C. ; 
=  gpellispenmmadigan ies Weeeaibe 2.2 GA | Naneafon Ra 222000 nah 
Bedlington Se cc melee A Highworth ............A2 oo UD.. --A2 Upp m Galop) ....Al 
deeth ie scnnyeose A Hinckley U.D. ..........A ae f UD. oo eeeeeee AZ 
Beeston & Stapicford U.D. “A BIE, gc coscaineccecons A | QOMAE noes akote e A 
Belper U.D. ....se.ce00 A Hoddesdon "°32220222001. Sele ane Wes Wallsend Be ooo 0222222222, 
Ree asaaeecaeet a) aa ; Walsall CB. 22222020222 ‘ 
oe Satetcokataces A2 Be S20 Feeveces A Walsden SAR eas ae 
ce. « whnpsepowen A Walton-on-Naze ........ 
antes ones Renin tine , — occccescccgcceccccs < 
Wecbacteccndens deme’ arminster ......+. eosee 
|= AE | RII Oe A2 Warrington .......e.e005 - 
Huntingdon (Staffs) ...... A eewies BO ow. cccncss 
Iikley det Com dwn taste Well (Ne - = sees eAl 
ingatestOMe. .........000. Al eus orto! eecccce e 
Dee eee Weiler. ove.’ cabs! ce A elwyn ..... “ ececccces aR 
De ingto: is' Isle of Sheppey .......... A2 Welvon Gar. City’ sasese A 
AFWON on cece eee rt) Isle of Thanet EP sail Ag —— C.B. A 
L peeeteeee oreeeeeee of Wishk <c..<..0603 estbury ...... -A2 
penton Sor" ap phe tes ~ Jarrow M.B. ....... acene eens :- +74 
— oe raneheeor ne ; Rint. Cor es ve nn. “cases -Al 
weesssceseesesAZ | vera ttt Weston-super-Mare .Al 
Devos, County of ...... tA2 —, EN abbas - Weybridge Raden data A 
Didoot 2 0200I0IIIIIAR | Kettering MAB. SITS A Whitby UD. 222.2. “Al 
fee cc cece ck hd f  BOPDMIEM, oo. nccctcoeces A P and T neta 
| Sepa AQ | Kidderminster MOB"..1.17A ae ee 
Blidworth .......2.2.000 a See Al | King's kynn .......-..-. a _~allengomonon sat 
m7 Dorset Gouniy, of (except Kingskerswell " .. wT beg Or ecccescscccecs 
eae a Wiehe Kingsteignton *. AL —— nesasesede dechuvee 
Al) ccccccccccccvcccss A2 eee RE : Ripon Willington’. sneaeatia 
resborough U.D. ....A | Ripom........cseseeeees 1 eeeeeeceeees + 
cnr OO IE ou WARMER 5: cvcts cas 1 ID. occ ccscccccces Wilmslow - ...,.+seeese2. 
ac | Al Miaaieb oo A 0 Se ere Al Scounpas eoecreeetA2 
pose me 0 apace ‘Al Leamington M.B. A WIRAMS occ cc ccccecess A Wi de TF neeeeeeeees Al 
Dudley MLB. ccsccccescta A Leatherhead A WIPIMEEL wc nccccccadeda A La ll tees teeees A3 
Wate. codecs cles A Sees ones A Saffron Walden .......... A2 Wi reer seeeeeAl 
Dashant City .cccctcccces A coe = -B. sie Pe > “o™ bincacdsnesedesees ie Witham Asipecenctnseuall 
ighton Buzzar CIENTS. ccccccccccces cn iia wwe 
yy ge _* Vat ore ey pe ie Rit Al Bi NOOS  .n ccccsccccese A2 cat Wistrict) ........ : 
East Grinstead District .. A2 oka eon das Se Salisbury City .......... A, ep eenian te eas 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ” Lichfield WOM acnecccsee A Salisbury Plain .......... A2 
Ebbw Valo & Dinrict -.. A Edtedhs COBy ... vcscidctide de A Sawbridgeworth ........ A 
Ede brid: an Littlehampton .......... A2 Saxmundham .......... A2 
BO ceereceeee a2 Live _ Rp ee s Scarborough ....... eee eA 
el teeeececeeeececces Lian madao ati cardteat eis A ut —- seeerecreeence - 
ceeececcoces erases MOM, Scvedctsdocgscca Ys ececccccesccesers 
Exeter ...++++eees + eee Al pe RS | PEE TR * Sevenoaks .ccccesecceese Al 
Fakenham ..... dndunceek A2 Long Eaton .........ccees Sheerness ...seseeseeees A2 
Falmouth ....ceceseees: A2 Loughborough M.B. A = oncdnasvcecevens A 
Fareham: ...c.cccccccce Louth M.B. ......+--.--A2 | Shipley .......--eeeceeees A 
PAvertam sicecccscess A2 MOE ccccdbacecsnes A a AREER Sespelecheved A wecccscccescccccccht 
* For Birkenhead .Liverpool,and London therates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 6d.; Labourers, 3s. Ojd. In the case of London therate —— the sagen aston is:— 
Cortes, 3s. 54d. Labourers, 3s. Od. f Plus 2d. ver working day. +t This is the County rate and applies ‘except where higher grades are stated. 


ea re and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances, ‘ 
Won’ 'S RATES. all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 5d. per hour. Women introduced to 
carry out work other than craft processes, 2s. 1d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 865 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


Centracts in Progress 

Australia: —The Ford Motor Company 
of Geelong, Australia, plans to build a new 
foundry. Mr. Wilfrid Koskella, an American 
foundry consultant, is advising on the job. 
The scheme is to cost over £1,000,060. Total 
amount spent by the Ford Company on its 
current expansion is approximately 
£6,000,000. 

Gold Coast:—-Applications are invited 
from contractors in England to tender for 
work in the Gold Coast consisting of a 
schools’ programme. This programme will 
probably extend over a period of four or 
five years of construction and is of an esti- 
mated total value of £4,000,000; it comprises 
38 schools. No guarantee can be given that 
any one contractor will obtain any propor- 
tion of this programme, as each school will 
be tendered for separately. The average 
value of each separate contract will be about 
£150,000. Contracts will be ,entered into 
with the Director of Education, Gold Coast. 
Bills of quantities will be prepared for the 
purpose of tendering and the general pro- 
cedure based on English practice. Contrac- 
tors desirous of being considered for this 
list are requested to communicate in the 
first place with James Cubitt and Partners, 
architecgs, 25, Gloucester-place, W.1, who 
are acting on behalf of their associated firm, 
James Cubitt, Scott and Partners, Accra. 

Holland:—A site has been purchased at 
Vlaardingen, near Rotterdam, by the Cincin- 
nati Milling Machine Company of America 
for the establishment of a plant to produce 
machinery. Authorised capital of this new 
company is fixed at 1,052,632 dollars divided 
into 400 equal shares, 79 of which have 
been taken up by the American company. 

Hong - Kong:—Hong - Kong has an 
ambitious building programme under way. 
The Director of Public Works states in a 
report just published that 45 new projects are 
in course of construction. These include 
pOlice quarters, marine licensing stations, 
hospital extensions, public piers, sea walls, 
and a new water supply to outlying districts. 
Materials are being purchased for these 
various schemes at the present time. 
Altogether 1,254 plans have been approved 
since the beginning of the year for various 
projects. . . . A Hong-Kong firm is also 
Teported to be spending 1,000,000 dollars 
(Hong-Kong dollars) on improvements of 
the Colony’s most popular bathing beach. 
The company has been granted a 25 years’ 
lease of 81,000 sq. ft. of land on which to 
build. Plans are under review for inclusion 
of bathing facilities, cafeteria and restaurant, 
and changing rooms. This work is just in 
its initial stage. . . . The Hong-Kong Model 
Housing Society is also planning construc- 
tion of blocks of flats on the lines of the 
two recently opened comprising 100 units in 
all. These flats are designed to house 700 
persons and are being built for the poorer 
working classes. . .. Demolition work is also 
to be carried out in parts of the Colony. 
First to go down under the scheme is the 
Hong-Kong Hotel which has officially been 
handed over to Local Enterprise, Ltd., for 
early break-up. It is being said that another 
and more luxurious hotel will be erected on 
the site. 

Pakistan:—The cement industry’ in 
Pakistan is to come under the jurisdiction 
of the Pakistani Industrial Development Cor- 
poration because of lack of capital to 
develop the industry. The Chief Develop- 
ment Officer of the Corporation is to visit 


the U.S.A. and the United Kingdom to out- ° 


line his plans for the construction of an 
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ammonium-sulphate fertiliser project. It is 
said that Pakistan is worried about the lack 
of support from investors and recently the 
Prime Minister pointed out that investment 
from foreign countries was also disappoint- 
ing. A four-year plan is to be adopted dur- 
ing which time it is expected that large-scale 
building of factories and heavy works will 
be carried out. ... . The first of the two 
11,000 KW generators to be built in Pakistan 
was opened recently in the Punjab. This is 
the first hydro-electric station to be opened 
in that territory since partition. 

Turkey:—Turkey’s 25-years’ building 
plan envisages many enterprises a number 
of which will probably have to be built by 
foreign companies. Some of these projects 
have already been settled. The Inter- 
national Engineering Company of San Fran- 
cisco is to build a dam north of Adana 
which will irrigate the surrounding country- 
side. A power plant is to be located near by 
to harness the power. So far no definite 
arrangements have been made for this work. 
Other dams.and power plants are to be built, 
some of which are already being planned by 
American companies financed by E. C. A. 
There is every possibility that’ Turkey will 
need to enlist the aid of other foreign build- 
ing firms apart from American ones’ if she 
wants to complete her vast programme 
within the allotted time. It is suggested that 
British companies should seek the aid of the 
Turkish Office in London. 

West Africa:—Ten new electric cranes 
have been installed in the Portuguese port of 
Luanda. More are to be purchased... . 
Other building news from Portugal includes 
construction of an airport at S. Tomé with 
a runway for four-engined planes. Near 
Luanda an oil installation is to be built com- 
prising pipe line and three big tanks. In 
the Portuguese colony of Angola work is 
being planned for the next three years. A 
water conduit leading from Biopio Dam is 
to be built in order to aid the economic 
development of the province of Bengucla. 
In this province municipal building is being 
encouraged. 











LOOK FOR THESE POINTS IN 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 





OTE the bearing lubrication nipples in 


N this Kingway door hanger; the ease of 
vertical and lateral adjustment; the flat wheel 
treads which spread the load at the wearing 


KING| | 


surface. Features like 
these make KING slid- 
ing door gear a first- 
class engineering job. 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLETS 
GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, HERTS. 
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WOODWORKERS’ PAY 
6d. an Hour Increase Sought 


THe Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers, at its conference at Blackpool .on 
Tuesday, decided to press for a wage increase 
of 6d. an hour. 

The proposal, which must first be con- 
sidered by the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Operatives later this month, would 
affect not only the-200,000 members of the 
society but also 1,250,000 building workers 
affiliated to the federation. 


BALLAST AND SAND INDUSTRY 
Amended Wage Rates 


By agreement of the National Joint Coun- 
cil for the Ballast and Sand Industry on 
May 21, the following amendments, to take 
effect immediately after the pay-day in the 
week ending June 7, have been made to the 
wages agreement:— 


1. The basic rates of wages for labourers 
shall be: Class 1, 2/84d. per hour; Class 2, 
2/74d. per hour. 


2. The rate of payment to watchmen shall 
be: Class 1, 17/3d. per shift; Class 2, 16/3d. 
per shift. 

3. The rate of payment of “C” Class 
licence drivers shall be: drivers of vehicles 
under 12 tons gross laden weight—Class 1. 
2/114d. per hour; Class 2, 2/104d. per hour; 
drivers of vehicles over 12 tons gross laden 
weight—Class 1, 3/0}d. per hour; Class 2 
2/114d. per hour. 


Rent Equalisation 


A suggestion that rents of council houses 
in Wallasey, including pre-war as well as 
post-war dwellings, should be dealt with 
under an equalisation scheme is being con- 
sidered by the corporation. 


Flue Pipes and Fire Risk 


About one out of every five fires in 
buildings in this country is caused by com- 
bustible materials being placed too near a 
stove or flue pipe. Post-war house designs 
use flue pipes to a much greater extent than 
before. Because of this the Fire Research 
Station, D.S.IL.R., has reviewed existing 
information on the fire hazard and has 
found it inadequate. Fire Research Special 
Report No. 1, “The Heating of Panels by 
Flue Pipes,” was published recently by 
H.M. Stationery Office for the D.S.LR., and 
describes experiments which were carried 
out to fill the gap, and their results. The 
price is 2s. 74d., post free. 


British Standards Year Book 


The 1952 edition ofthe British Standards 
Year Book has just been published. It con- 
tains a complete list of the 1,800 British 
Standards current at March 31, 1952, with a 
brief description of the subject matter of 
each. A subject index simplifies reference. 
The Year Book also gives particulars of the 
membership of the general council and of 
the Institution’s Divisional councils and in- 
dustry standards committees. These industry 
standards committees, 59 in number, each 
represent a major British industry through 
whom the work of drafting British Standards 
is delegated to some 2,200 technical com- 
mittees and sub-committees. In addition 20 
special committees, some of an advisory 
category, are also listed. Copies of the Year 
Book may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 24, Victoria-street, 
S.W.1, price 7s. 6d. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Scottish National Trust 


"THE National Trust for Scotland is to 

ask the Government to expedite the 
listing of buildings under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, said LorpD Wemyss, 
chairman of the Trust, when he addressed 
the annual meeting of St. Andrews Preserva- 
tion Trust. 

“We have found,” continued Lord 
Wemyss,” that little is known by Local 
Authorities or private individuals about two 
important sections of the Housing (Scotland) 
Act, 1950, which say that houses of historic 
or architectural value can receive a grant in 
excess of the normal limit laid down. This 
opens the door for substantial aid in the 
costly work of improvement of such houses. 


The Trust, he added, had been suc- 
cessful in obtaining grants towards work 
to be done in Culross and Linlithgow and it 
was their aim that Local Authorities be 
thoroughly well informed on that subject, 
and that the Department of Health take a 
sympathetic view of applications for such 
grant. 


“J would like to suggest,” he said, “that 
the Secretary of State, or some of those in 
the Department of Health who advise him 
most closely on these matters, ought to be 
asked to take up a definite opposition, a 
basis if you like, against all attempts to 
demolish old buildings. I hope we may 
convince others that this request is justified.” 


The National Trust, he continued, hoped 
during the Edinburgh Festival to have a 
small exhibition, bringing out the vital 
importance and sound commonsense of 
watching mest carefully over houses of 
interest. They were concentrating entirely 
on smaller houses, of which Town and 
County Councils should be so proud, but 
which they so often regarded as a nuisance. 


Laminated Timber Houses 


PRODUCTION of laminated timber houses 
is planned by Mr. James Henderson, of 
Matthew Spears and Co., Ltd., Kirkcaldy, 
manufacturers of laminated furniture. The 
principles already used in the construction 
of furniture are being directed to the crea- 
tion of a largely laminated timber house, 
and it is intended to seek permission for a 
site at Kirkcaldy where a two-storey house 
can be erected for demonstration and test 
purposes. It will be similar to timber hous- 
ing used on the Continent and particularly 
the types used in the Tyrol, and will be 
constructed as much as possible on factory 
prefabrication lines. The design incorporates 
built-in cupboards. and a single fireplace 
heating bedrooms, kitchen and bathroom. 


In this design Mr. Henderson will put 
into effect a proposal he has long considered; 
the use of rigid laminated timber beams 
or girders. 


The laminated beams will carry the main 
stress of the structure and the lower storey 
would have laminated timber to the inside 
and be finished in roughcast externally. The 
roof structure would involve a laminated 
arch and laminated sides with a deep over- 
hang to give protection to the lower walls. 


Edinburgh Scheme Turned Down 


A REQUEST by Edinburgh officials in an 
interview with the Under-Secretary of State 
for Scotland for permission to proceed with 
the erection of a block of multi-storeyed flats 
at Queensferry-road, Blackhall, has been 
turned down. The request was made on the 
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grounds -that the site was only suitable for 
multi-storeyed development and also be- 
cause of the long consideration given the 
scheme by the city housing committee. 


Speaking at a meeting of the housing 
committee, COUNCILLOR M. A. Murray, 
chairman, said that to his mind it made an 
absolute farce of local government that they 
should consider the scheme over a period 
of two years and then to have to pigeon- 
hole it after having purchased the ground. 
He recalled that on May 3, 1951, after dis- 
cussions and negotiations between the archi- 
tects, the housing executive officer, and the 
Government officials, verbal approval— 
according to the city architect—was given 
to the scheme to proceed. On that informa- 
tion drawings were made and the neces- 
sary quantity of steel reserved. 


The implications of the refusal were 
serious, said Councillor Murray, as the 
whole question of multi-storeyed develop- 
ment in the city was thrown into the melt- 
ing pot, due to the Department being unable 
to give the Corporation any guidance as to 
the steel content that would be permissible 
in any similar development. 


Scheme for New Public Hall 


A SCHEME has been launched at Fort 
William to construct a public building 
capable of seating 1,500 to 2,000 people to 
meet the needs of expanding Fort William 
and neighbouring communities. The pro- 
posed site is at the foot of Ben Nevis. 


Builders Allowed Overtime 

THurRsoO Town Councit Housing Com- 
mittee have agreed to permit building con- 
tractors to work overtime on traditional 
houses at Spring Park. It was estimated that 
the additional expenditure would amount to 
approximately £14 per house, but that in the 
long run the speedier building would result 
in a saving. 


Glasgow’s Shortage of Bricklayers 


BECAUSE of a shortage of bricklayers in 
the direct labour section of Glasgow’s Hous- 
ing Department the new Labour adminis- 
tration in the Housing Committee have 
enlisted the services of two private contrac- 
tors to undertake the brick work in the 
erection of 160 flats at Barlanark and 76 
flats at Ruchazie at negotiated rate prices 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FYOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1952. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 


Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 44d., Labourers, 
2s. lid. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 

Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’ s rate. 44 hours. 
s. d. 

are 25 37 It 
, ae ~ 334 49 6 
3rd “ we 50 74 3 
4th we te 664 9 «0 
Sth 75 lil 44 


For Shanti ate the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) - 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) 2-% 











— £115,000 at Barlanark and £55,000 at 
Ruchazie. In the two schemes the total 
number of houses to be built is 2,668. 


Non-Traditional Houses 

IN the House of Commons, May 27, 
MaAjoR ANSTRUTHER-GRAY asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland to what extent 
recent experience had shown any types of 
non-traditional houses to be superior to 
others in speed of erection and value for 
money; and what recommendations he was 
making based on this. 


Mr. SruarT said it was not possible to 
make a fair comparison as regarded value 
since the types varied so much in plan, con- 
struction and the materials used. Similarly, 
speed. of erection was governed by many 
varying local circumstances. As, however, 
non-traditional types as a whole could be 
built on average more quickly than 
traditional houses, he had suggested to local 
authorities that up to 50 per cent. of their 
programmes should consist of these types. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Corporation has plans in hand for 80 houses, 
est. to cost £111,230. The architect is Thomas 
O’Brien (F.), Council-chbrs., High-st., The Cross, 
Sandgate, Ayr. 

Dumfries.—E.C. propose to build new prim. sch. 
at Locharbriggs, near Dumfries, at an est. cost of 
£50,000; a new prim. sch. at Troquevr, Dumfries, 
est. to cost £85,000; and a second development of a 
school at Lincluden, Dumfries, at an est. cost of 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted at Dean of Guild 
Court to Congregational Union of Scotland to erect 
church hall at Saughton Mains-gdns, at a cost of 
£7,000. Plans by T. Bowhill Gibson & Laing, %, 
Palmerston- pl. Warrant granted to Secretary of 
State for Scotland to erect new operating theatre and 
X-ray unit at Longmore Hospital, Salisbury-pl. at a 
cost of £45,000. Plans by Alison & Hutchison, 
38, York-pl. Warrant granted governors of the 
Fettes Trust to reinstate, after fire, Carrington 
House, Fettes College, Comley Bank, at a cost of 
£1,600. Plans by Rowand Anderson Kininmonth 
& Paul, 16, Rutland-sq. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by architects 
of the Church of Scotland, 121, George-st., Edin- 
burgh, for new church halls, ete., to be erected at 
Barnbeth-rd. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 


tions for E. M. Mitchell at Kirklee, for which the 
architects are John Laird & Son (A.), 87, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans in hand for the erection of 20 
houses at the Barmulloch site, for which the archi- 
tect is Archibald G. Jury (F.), Corporated Housing 
Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be- prepared for alterations 
and additions to the bakery of W. G. MacAulay, 
Ltd., at Kerrst. The architect is John Wingate 
(F.), 5, Oswald-st., Glasgow, W.C. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for scheme of recon- 
version and additions to be carried out at Shields- 
rd. The architect is Alexander Hyslop (F.) (Camp- 
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bell & Hyslop), United Kingdom Insurance-bldgs., 
St. Vincent-st., Glasgow 


Kirkwood,—Lanarkshire C.C. is to erect a new 
prim. sch. ‘The architect is Thomas 8S. Cordiner 
(A.), Blythewood-chbrs., West George-st., Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Pians to be prepared for new heat 
treatment buildings, etc., at the Mossend Iron- 
works, for which the architects are the staff 
draughtsmen of Stewart & Lloyds, Ltd., 41, Oswald- 
st., Glasgow. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans to be prepared for 41 Cor- 
poration houses which are to be erected at three 
sites y Barrhead. The architects are William 
Baillie & Son (F.), Commercial-bldgs., West Regent- 
st., Glasgow. 

Tannockside.—Lanarkshire C.C. is to carry out a 
scheme of extensions and additions at the public 
sch., for which the architect is William Watt (F.), 
County- chbrs., Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 


TRADE NEWS 


Overhead Hoists and Cranes 


Steels Engineering Products, Ltd., Crown 
Works, Sunderland, have issued a brochure 
giving the specifications of their range of 
“Coles” electric hoists and overhead travel- 
ling cranes. 


Company’s Statement of Accounts 


The report of directors, chairman’s state- 
ment and statement of accounts for the year 
ended December 31 last, have been issued 
by Blaw Knox, Ltd., 90-94, Brompton-road, 
London, S.W.3. 


New Wall Coating 


A new wall coating has been introduced 
by Tretol, Ltd., 12, North End-road, N.W.11. 
The product is known as Tretolux walk paint 
and is based on a recently developed 
polymer emulsion which is claimed to be 
odourless and quick drying. 


New Steel Sheet Piling Section 


The Appleby-Frodingham Steel Co., Scun- 
thorpe, Lincolnshire, announce that they 
have now introduced an addition to their 
range of steel sheet piling sections. The 
No. 4 profile, whigh this section is called, 
has a minimum thickness of .45 in. with a 
lock centre of 15? in. 


Window Fans 


Keith Blackman, Ltd., Mill Mead-road, 
Tottenham, N.17, have issued a booklet on 
their “ Extravent ” fans, which includes in- 
formation on the recently developed type 
E.F.I. This incorporates what is claimed 
to be an excusive feature in the form of a 
retractable dome. 


Hollow Glass Blocks 


A new block, measuring 7} in. by 73 in. by 
3% in., has been added to the range of Insu- 
light hollow glass blocks, manufactured by 
Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., St. Helens, Lan- 
cashire. These new blocks are in the form 
of an air-glass louvre ventilated block and 
have been designed to match existing glass 
block types P.B.3 and P.B.32 size. The 
range is to be increased to include a further 
size to match the P.B.2 type. 


Firm’s Revised Publication 


A new edition of the “ Gyproc Book ” 
has been produced by Gyproc Products, 
Ltd., Morris House, 1-5, Jermyn-street, 
S.W.1. The book is divided into 12 main 
sections, giving information on the firm’s 
principal products, plastering practice in 
general, and various systems of construc- 
tion. Specialised products, applicable to 
thermal and acoustic insulation, fire protec- 
tion, etc., are also dealt with. The book 
can be supplied in a bound volume, or in 
individual sections to facilitate filing and 
effice use. 
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International Engineering Congress 


The next congress of the International 
Association for Bridge and Structural Engin- 
eering which takes place every four years, 
has been convened for August/September 
next and is being held in Great Britain; 
the first week being spent at Cambridge 
and the second in London. A story of the 
Association from 1929 to the present day 
has been prepared by Mr. Frederick S. 


Snow, M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Mech.E..  P.P.I. 
Struct.E., of Monro-building, Wellington- 
street, W.C.2. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. hose with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
~y refer to the person from whom particulars may 


obtained. 
BUILDING 


JUNE 9. 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—1 pair of semi-detached police 
houses in Wadgate-rd., Felixstowe. County A., 
County Hall, Ipswich. ‘Dep. £2 2. 

JUNE 12. 

*+Surrey C.C.—Erection of central kitchen for 600 
diners at Lintons-la, County Sec. Sch. County A., 
County Hall, Kingston. 

*tSurrey C.C.—Erection of single-storey extension 
to Egham County Sec. Sch. County A., County 
Hall, Kingston. ioe 

*+$wansea C.B.—Erection of extension to existing 
dining-room and re at Bishop-gore Secondary 
School. Wykes, F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
F.R.San.I, Boro’ te Guildhall, Swansea. Dep. £2. 
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JUNE 13. 
*tisle eof Ely C.C.—(a) Bungalow at Speedwell 


Farm, Waldersea, nr. Elm, Wisbech; (b)_ bungalow 
at Copalder Farm, Floods Ferry- rd., Doddington. 
County A., County Hall, March, Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by July 7. 

UNE 14. 


*tisle of Ely C. i Be of (a) two houses at 
Eastrea-rd., Whittlesey; (b) two houses at Mill-la., 
Whittlesey ; (c) two houses at Money-bank, Wis- 


bech; and (d) one house at Station-dr., Wisbech. 
County A., County Hall, March, Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by July 14. 
*York T.C.—12 houses at Cornlands-rd. E. Firth 
(A.), City A., Guildhall. Dep, £3. 
JUNE 16. 


*Billericay U.D.C.—18 houses at Vange housing 
estate. S., Council Office, High-st. Dep. $ 

*Canterbury C.C.—82 houses 5 London-rd. housing 
site. L. Hugh hy ow aay A., Municipal-bldgs., 
Dane John. Dep. £2 2 

*tChislehurst and Sidcup U.D.C.—War damage 
repairs to four houses, Ellison-rd., Sidcup. E. & 
8S. Dep. £2 2s 


JUNE 17, 
*tEnfield U.D.C.—44 houses at Bullsmoor-la. E. & 
, 7, Little Park-gdns., Enfield. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by July 3. 
*Tonbridge U.D.C.—Erection of two shops and 
living accommodation on (1) Trench Wood estate, 
(2) Brook-st. estate. & §., Tonbridge Castle. 


Dep. £1 1s. 
JUNE 18. 

*tHerne Bay U.D.C.—Erection of 12 houses (con- 
tract 3), 14 houses (contract 4), 10 houses (contract 
5), and 10 houses (contract 6) at Greenhill estate. 
A. S. Wilson & Partners, 8, Princes-st., Storey’s- 
gate,. Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 19. 

*Huntingdon R.D.C.—Erection» of five pairs of 
houses and three pairs of bungalows at Bampton. 
K. A. Milner, U.R.1.B,A., 4, Market-hill. Dep. £2 2s. 

*“+Winchester City C. —Erection of up to 100 houses 
in one contract at’ Weeke Manor estate. A. S. 
Wi 39 & Partners, 8, Princes-st., Storey’s-gate, 
Ss. . Dep. £2 2s. 
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JUNE 20. 

*Barnes T.C.—19 flats and 5 shops at Mortlake 
High-st. B.E. & S., Municipal Offices, S.W.14. 

*Bexley B. C.—Erection of EY = d people's bun a 
lows at Halcot No. 2 estate. B.E 
Broadway, Bexleyheath. Dep. oe 3s. 

Hon ps B.C.—Five flats and three eae 
ettes at Cook’s-row. H. Overfield, M.IL.C.E., B. & 
W.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 21. 

*Chippenham’ B.C.—20 houses at London-rd. 
housing site. B.S., 10, Market-pl. «Dep. £2 2s. 

*Waltham Holy Gross U.D.C.—Erection of 12 brick 
garages at Princesfield estate, Waltham Abbey. 
Boro’ S., Town Hall. 

*Widnes B.C.—Erection of 14 as at High- 
field-rd. H. Neville (A.), Boro’ A., Brendan House, 
Widnes-rd. Dep. £3 3s: 

JUNE 23. 

“Folkestone 6B.C.—Erection 
Creteway-down site og 3). 
Offices, West-terr. Dep. £3 

JUN 

*Northfleet U.D.C.—18 ot 
Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 27, 


*Kesteven €.C.—Concrete farm_ buildings, Lang- 
toft, nr. Market Deeping. R. F. Barton, County 
Land Agent, Sleaford. 

JUNE 28, 

*Middleton B.C.—Houses at — write in. two 
lots of 48 and 46. J. Pollard, Boro’ A., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s 

JUNE 30. 


*Gunnersbury Park Joint Com.—Alterations to the 
large mansion at Gunnersbury Park. B.E., Town 
Hall, Acton, W.3. 

*Richmond B.C.—16 one-bedroom flatlets at Sandy- 
la. housing site, Petersham. B.S., Hotham-hse., 
Heron Court. Dep. £2 2s 


of 44 houses at 
B.E., Municipal 


Hall-rd. E. & S. 


JULY 2. 
*Alton R.D.C.—Erection of 16 houses, two blocks 
of single type outbuildings, seven blocks of double 
type outbuildings and all ancillary site works at 


Ropley housing site, Dunsell’s-la. C., Council 
Offices, Barton End. . £3 3s. 
*Guildford R.D.C.—Six bungalows, ge oar? 


Wilton, E. & S. Dep. 


*Guildford R.D.C.—Erection of 8 flats, 20 houses 
and 6 garages, together with ancillary works, E.' & 
S., Millmead-hse. Dep. £6 6s 

JULY 7. 

*Cuckfield R.D.C.—44 dwellings at Hurstpierpoint. 
E. & S., Rural oe Offices, Boltro-rd., Haywards 
Heath. ar £2 

*Cuck R. D. 6.—Eight dwellings at Sayers 
Cumeen %. & §., Rural Council Offices, Boltro-rd.. 
Haywards Heath. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Kidsgrove U.D.C.—Erection of six shops with 
flats above (contract 1), and one pair bungalows 
with six garages (contract 2). Lewis Bleazard, E., 
A. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. per contract. 

*Wakefield City C.—Construction of r.c. swimming 
pool with major alteration8 at corporation baths, 
a -la. City E. (Room 33), Town Hall. Dep. 

‘2 2s. 


Corner, Hurtmore. J. 'W. 
2 2s. 
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y 8 
*Bournemouth C. B.—Erection of six blocks of four 
flats at aac ia estate. Boro’ A., Town Hall. 


Dep. £2 2s 
JULY 10. 

*Stourbridge _B.C.—Erection of six shops, four 
maisonettes, two flats, nine garages and incidental 
site works at Norton estate. B.E. & §., Council 
House. Dep. 

NO DATE, 

*tArundel B.C.—12 dwellings at Canada-rd. exten: 
sion housing scheme. T. Greenfield, F.R.1I.B.A 

‘“* Newstead,” Midhurst. Dep. £1 1s 

*Director of Education, Gold Gane Constvedtie 
of 38 schools on Gold Coast over period of four to 
five years. Separate contract for each school. 
a Cubitt & Partners, architects, 25, Gloucester- 


Wl 
P qulidtord B.C.—30 houses at Bushy Hill, Merrow, 
ind 30 at Almond-close, Bellfields. BE. & ie 
Municipal Offices. Dep, ‘£2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 20. 

*tBaptist Tabernacle Church, Swindon.—Internal 
redecorations and | omnis to the Baptist Tabernacle, 
swindon, Wilts. Thompson, Church Secretary, 
99, Croft-rd. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 18, 

JUNE 30. 

*Hornchurch U.D.C.—Repair and redecoration to 
318 houses, and repairs, etc., 75, North-st. 8. Dep. 
£2 2s. and £1 1s. respectively. 

JULY 2, 


*Deptford M.C.—Exterior decorations to requisi- 
tioned properties. B.E. & S., Town Hall. 
JULY 3. 
*Birmingham City C.—Installation of electric lifts 
at gg” storey flats, Shard End, Birmingham, 
City E. & S., Civic Centre, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 21. 

*Saffron Walden R.D.C.—Site works and con- 
struction of service road and surface water sewers 
on Elsenham housing site. C., Council Offices; 
Debden-rd. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Acton.—F.ats.—B.C. propose to erect 71 flats on 
theme os for which plang are being prepared by 
a 

ondsey.—HospitaL Buiipincs.—Young and 
Hall L aschivects, 9, Southampton-row, W.C.1, have 
prepared plans for new ‘buildings for Guy’s 
Hospital, St. Thomas’s-st. 

Piccadilly.—F INLAND Hovse.—The Finnish Lega- 
tion has announced that four adjoining houses near 
Piccadilly - Circus, bordering on Haymarket and 
Norris-st. have been bought for a future Finland 
House. It has not yet been decided whether the 
old houses will be converted or whether a new 
building will be erected on the site. 

St. Marylebone.—Hovusinc DeveLopmeNntT.—Housing 
Com, have decided to develop for housing purposes 
a site in Northwick-ter. formerly occupied by the 
Emmanuel Church and have considered a scheme 
which would provide 15 flats at an est. cost of 
£38,810. Negotiations are proceeding for the 
acquisition of the site. No architect has yet been 
appointed. 

St. Marylebone.—F.ats.—Clifford Culpin and 
Partners, F./A.R.1.B.A., 3, Southampton-pl., W.C.1, 
have prepared sketch plans for about 34 ‘flats at 
Abercorn-pl. and Hamilton-ter. Housing Com. is 
considering the scheme. 

St. Marylebone.—Hovusine.—Louis de Selene. 
A.R.A., and Partners, 3, Park Square-mews, N. 
have designed the three remaining 7-storey blocks ‘a 
the Townshend estate in load-bearing wall construc- 
tion with B.C.’s approval. 

St. Marylebone.—ARCHITECT’S ee —B.C. 

Yorks Com, _hag Cg Mr. oy. Nicholls, 
F.LA.A., L.R.LB.A., Wigmore-st., 1, to pre- 
pare schemes for the pM ne Erection of a con- 
venience at St. John’s Wood Burial Ground; fixtures 
and fittings at “ae Library; and adaptation 
works at C.D. Training Centre. 

Stepney.—Dwe.iincs.—Boro’ E. has 
plang for 124 dwellings at Cornwall-st. 

West Ealing.—Po.ice Hovsinc.—Police married 
quarters are to be erected at Royle-cres. Plans by 
Architect’s Dept., New Scotland Yard, S.W.1. 


prepared 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barrow-in-Furness.—T.C. recommended to approve 
layout for 135 houses as extension to Ormsgill 
estate. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—U.D.C. has approved plans 
for administration buildings for Imperial Chemical 
Industries, Ltd., and also for food office at South 
View for M.O.W., Newcastle-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. is 
to support an application for building licences by 
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Ravenseft Properties, Ltd., London, for erection 
of 26 shops and 28 flats on Roseberry site. 


Birkenhead.—B.C. propose new estate of 330 houses 
at Upton and Moreton. 

Birmingham.—E.C. propose extensions to follow- 
ing cohacie in 1952/3 programme :—Bartfield Cres- 
cent Girls’ Grammar (£37,500) ; Moseley Boys’ Gram- 
mar (£37,500); Kings Norton Boys’ Grammar 

£37,500) ; Erdington Girls’ Grammar (£37,500); 

ower-st. Boys’ Modern (£15,625); Great Barr RC. 

Prim, (£12,320) ; 4 additional classrooms at Clay-la. 

i rad: hemo Shard End Girls’ Modern (£211, ~_. 

C. wapene adaptations at Jenkins-st. Sch. at 

ein, 187 ; Testo ation of war damage at Highfield-rd. 

.» for EC. (Architects, Crouch, Butler & Savage, 
67a, New -st., Birming ham). 

E.C. to include folowing in 1952/3 programme :— 
Teachers’ Training College (phase 1, £412,500); 
Aldridge-rd. Multi-type (phase 1, £300,000) ; Billes- 
ley Girls’ a yg (£201, 965) ; Maryvale RC. 
Modern (£9,330); Longridge-la. Jun. (£65,600) ; 
Kings Heath Boys’ Grammar (£41,835). City E 
H. J. Manzoni. 

Birmingham.—British Railways propose renova- 
tion of New-st. station. 

Blackpool.—Cavendish-rd. Congregational Church 
seek licence for extensions to church. 

Boldon (Co, Durham).—N.C.B. are to carry out 
alterations to the coal and stones handling plant 
pad building at Boldon Colliery.—Gordon Durham & 

Ltd., East Boldon, and W. D. & R. Allison & 
Sons, Whitburn. have offered to enter _ contracts 
with the U.D.C. for erection of 28 and 36 houses 
respectively on section 3 of Boldon housing site. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. approved proposal by Titford 
Property Co., Ltd., for conversion of ‘ Rockingham 
Hall,” Hagley, into flats at £12,000. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. approved plans for housing 
layout at Hayley Causey, for W. Parkes. 

Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. approved plans for_ offices 
and stores at 114, Birmingham-rd., for Messrs. 
Kinchin, Ltd.—Garringtons, Ltd., propose erection 
of 200 houses for workers. 

Carlisie.—R.C. authorities propose church, hall 
and presbytery, etc., at Edgehill-rd. 

Carlisle —T.C. approved plans for alterations and 
improvéments at East Towler-st. and wtherst., 
for J. Menzies & Co. (Architects, Johnson & 
Wright, Carlisle.) 

Chesterfield.—Licensing Justices approved plans 
for alterations at “ Gardeners Arms,” Glumangate. 
(Architects, Wilcockson & Cutts, Chesterfield.) 

Coine.—T.C. to negotiate with W. H. Bond & Son, 
for dwellings, at Selby-st. area. 

Consett. — Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., 
‘** Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to 
carry out alterations to Consett Chest Clinic. 

Corby.—Development Corpn. propose early 
on erection of mew town centre. 

_Crook and Willington.—U.D.C. has received sanc- 
tion to erect another 100 houses at Wear Valey 
View, Willington. Council’s architects are T. A. 
Page, Son ‘& Hiil, 75, King-st., South Shields. 

Darlington.—Offices and administrative block are 
Froveses at Aycliffe Hospital, Heighington, for 

ewcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., ‘“‘ Dunira,”’ Osborne- 
rd., ne Sketch plans have been 
prepa 

Darwen. —Licence valued at £9,000 granted for 
a of Belgrave Independent Meeting 

ouse 

Dewsbury.—T.C. seek loan of £11,075 for repairs 
and improvements to voluntary schools. 

Ennerdale (Cumberland).—North-Eastern Housing 


start 
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Asscn., Maryport, are to erect “‘ Easiform”’ houses 
on Gully Flatts site at Egremont. It is also pro- 
— to erect 68 houses adjoining Cragg-rd., Cleator 


Gateshead.—T.C. is negotiating for the purchase 
of “South Close Villa” for adaptation for the 
Welfare Dept. » jenidootial accommodation for 18 
people.—Chief A . Cook) has been authorised 
by T.C. to oun Ys for police houses. 

Bg h.—Garbutt, Arohibald & Archibald, 

23, Albert-r Middlesbrough, have prepared plans 
for 6 shops and flats on Park-la. site for U.D.C. 
—— Ferrers.—T.C. propose 9 houses at High- 
st. 

Ince-in-Makerfield.—U.D.C. propose erection of 
bungalows, off Warrington-rd. 

dJarrow-on-Tyne.—T.C. is planning erection of a 
block of Shops in High-st. Boro’ a ee WF; 
Perkins. 

Keighley.—Baptist authorities propose erection of 
a new church at Bracken Bank estate. 

Kendal.—Westmorland C.C. propose erection of a 
hostel at Windermere-rd. 

Kendal.—Gilbert Gilkes & Gordon, Ltd., propose 
extensions at Canal Ironworks. 

Kidderminster.—Worcs C.C. propose extensions to 
. stn. at £14,000. 
mehurst.—R.D.C. propose 10 shops and 16 flats 
at ‘Crowhill estate. 

Liv sw yo 
Green-la., Old S 

Macclesfield. RDC. propose 10 houses at Pott 
Shrigley ; to commence erection of houses at Kettles- 
hulme this year; approved plans for industrial 
development site at London-rd. and Hope-la., Adling- 
ton, for Mr. W. Bailey. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved plans for 140 houses 
and 40 cottage flats (schemes 157C and 157D at 
Brookland neighbourhood, Baguley). 

Mansfield.—B.C. ag plans for warehouse, 
Commercial-st., for P. Dillon, 

Matlock.—U.D.C. approved plans for extensions 
at South Darley, for H. J. Enthoven, Ltd 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E.C. has appointed R. W. 
Gregory & Partners, Pilgrim-st., Newcastle, to be 
heating and electrical engineers, and Brian 
Colquhoun & Partners, London, structural engineers, 
for the proposed Rutherford College of Technology. 
City <A., George Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle. 

Newport (Salop).—U.D.C. 
houses at Station-dr., 
Ltd. 

. Oxford.—Reg. Hospital Brd. propose new diagnos- 
tic centre at “Corby. 

a .—B.C. propose 100 non-traditional-type 
ouses 

Rochdale.—B.C. approved plans for alterations to 
> ag Hote}, Milnrow-rd., for Bury Brewery 

0. 

Scarborough.—W. S. Gray, Filey-rd., Scarborough, 
yecpares plans for rebuilding warehouse in Queen- 

for Scarborough Co-op, Society, Ltd.—A site on 
Eastheld estate 1s to be sold to the Methodist 
authorities for a proposed church.—T.C, is in touch 
with G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., for erection of further 
non-traditional houses. 

.—Durham C.C. considering provision of 
three community centres in the Seaham area.— 
U.D&. is planning extension of Westlea housin 
estate in a southerly direction—Plans by Newrick 
rd Blackbell, John-st., Sunderland, for alterations 

“Red Star Hotel,’ > Seaham, and the “ Bradyll 

, wee Hotel,” Seaham, for J. Nimmo & Son, have 
been approved. 

ea lena 


sites. 

Stalybridge.—B.C. propose 3-storey flats at Stam- 
ford Park. (Architects, Howard & Benson, 88, 
Mosley-st., Manchester.) 

Standish.—U.D.C. preparing plans for erection of 
houses at Baxter-st. site. 

Stockport.—B.C. seek approval for finst stage of 
new police H.Q, and courts at Corby at £40,000. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. to develop a new housi 
estate to be known as the Hardwick estate. 
layout plan has been prepared and preliminary 
work wil] begin this year—J. W. Towers & Co., 
scientific apparatus Sr yg yy 23, Bridge-rd., 
Stockton, have oe to T.C. for a site in Boat- 
house-la.—Plans have been saaeenen for additions 
to Richard Hind Sec. Sch., Hartburn Council Sch.. 
Tilery-rd. County Boys’ Sch., Newtown County Inf. 
Sch., “Mill-la. County Girls’ Sch., Richard Hind 
Count y Jun. Sch. and Norton High-st. County Jun. 


Sch. 

T. A. Crawford, 80, Borough-rd., Middlesbrough, 
is architect for converting Y.M.AC.A. theatre, 'Dove- 
cot-st., into cinema for R. P. Bailey, Yarm-on-Tees. 
—Matkin & Hawkins, Barclays Bank chbrs., Faw- 
cett-st., Sunderland, have prepared plans for five 
houses. in South-rd., Norton, for Durham County 
T.A. and A.F. Assen. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—R.D.C. propose 50 houses at 
Long Marston. 

Stretford.—B.C. eepene 6 flats at 863, Chester-rd. ; 
9 houses on St. Hilda’s Church site, and further 
2 blocks of 3-storey flats proposed at Stretford-rd. 

Sunderiand.—River Wear Commissioners have ap- 
proved the lease of 15,000 sq. yds. of land at Hendon 
Dock to Vacnum Oil Co., Ltd,, London, for propesed 
———— depot. 

Sutton-in-A shfield.—Sheffield Reg, Hos ital Brd. 
propose ante-natal clinic at King’s Mill Hospital. 

hornaby-on-Tees.—North Riding C.C. to erect a 
children’s home at the junction of 


sate large new bus stn. at 


approved plans for 11 
for Audley Engineering Co., 


to erect 40 houses on various 


family-type 


Northumberland-rd, and Garnett-rd. 
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Wakefield.—T.C. to erect new sch. at Kettlethorpe 
estate ; received M.O.W. approval for flats at Flan- 
shaw, Gill Syke and, Eastmoor. 
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FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 
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AND IS THE LARGEST 

NATIONAL ORGANISATION 
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MEMBERSHIP 


at 31st December, 1951 


10,962 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write : 


SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb, London ”’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 






THE BUILDER 


Warwickshire.—C.C. seek by tie for extensions 
at Nuneaton Manor Park unty Sec. Sch. at 


,000. 
Worksop.—R.D.C. seek loan of £48,290 for houses 
at Beckett. ave., Carlton in Lindrick. 


TENDERS 
* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted aubiess to modification. 
q Doneies accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Blyth.—Construction of steel-framed goods shed, 
120 ft. by 47 ft. 6 in., at South Harbour, for Blyth 
Harbour Commissioners: *Palmers (Hebburn) Co., 
Ltd., Hebburn-on-Tyne. 

Boldon (Co. Durham).—Erection of 38 ‘houses on 
the Boldon housing site, for U.D.C. J. T..Edmond- 
son, Surveyor: *R. Brown & Sons (South Shields), 
Ltd., Lord-st., South Shields, £49,240 (subject to 
Ministry approval). 

Bolton.—Canteen and recreation room at District 
General Hospital, for Regional Hospital Board 
*Gilbert Collier & Son, 247, Ashworth-la., Astley 
Bridge, Bolton, £3,342. New ] pathology department: 
— Hutchinson & Senior, Printers-av., Darley- 

Farnworth, £12,796 

isaeaer Hill.—104 dwellings at Swan-la. estate, 
fo. U.D.0.: *J. Webb & Co., Ltd., Coseley, £136,600. 

Glasgow.—Erection of 18 houses at the ‘Annisland 
area. Norman MacFadzean (F.), architect, 137, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow: *John Lawrence (Glas- 
gow), Ltd., Glasgow, WC. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new public school 
at Milton (site 4). John MacNab (F.), architect, 
129, Bath-st., Glasgow: *The Scottish Tar Mac 
Asphalting Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Heywood. —74 houses at Unity-st., fg for B.C.: 
*James Berry, Ltd., Heywood, £100 

Heywood.— Alterations (“ public hoary. for B.C.: 
*H. Pickup, 35, Rochdale-rd. East, Heywo 
ae (War Dept.).—Works a _contracts placed 


by W uring week ended 

Kent: Building work, a ow. Collingwood, 
Barham, Kent. Essex: Miscellaneous, E. E. Cross 
& Son, Gidea Park. Sussex: Miscellaneous, A. 


Cruttenden & Son, Ltd., Brighton. Shropshire: 
Miscellaneous, Geo. Linnecor & Son, Ltd., Birming- 
ham, 6. Herefordshire : Installation of. fire- ee 


equipment, G._N._Haden & Sons, Ltd., Bristol, 1. 


BROAD-AGHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 





save heat—save coal 


BROAD & CO 
LONDON, W.2 


LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADdington 7061 








STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











June 6 1952 


Derbyshire: Building work, Ford & Weston, Lid., 


Derby. 

Leicestershire; Miscellaneous, Bradshaw Bros. 
(Contractors), _Ltd., Leicester. Gloucestershire : 
Miscellaneous, H. E. Green & Sons, Bristol. Berk- 


shire, Miscellaneous, T. Ringham, & Co., Ltd., 
Wimbledon, S.W.9. Hampshire: Miscellaneous, F. 
Box & Sons (Bournemouth), Ltd., Bournemouth. 


Devonshire: Reslating roofs, J. G, Tuxford, 
Woolwich, §.E.18. 
Manchester.—Reconstruction of roof over “ A” 


block at Springfield Hospital, ree the Manchester 
Regional Hospital Board: *G. Dawson & Co., 
Central-av., Crumpsall, eaeadias: £5,050. 

ie rough.—Erection of 12 houses in Asterley- 
dr. r T.C.: *E. T. Sweeting & Son, Church-la., 
tien Middlesbrough, £19,153 

Middlesbrough. hy ty of 34 houses at Berwick 
Hills, for T.C. J. Kenyon, Borough Engineer : 
*Direct Labour, Seal, 

Middles! brough. —Erection of 28 houses on Berwick 
Hills (Group 19) site, for T.C. J. A. Kenyon, 
Borough Engineer: *E. Lowe, Lansdowne-rd., 
Middlesbrough, £39,284. 

Newcastle-on- Tyne.—Extensions to be made to 
a floor of the British Thompson Houston Co., Ltd., 
Higham-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *T. F. Davidson, 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle. 

North Riding.—Erection of proposed Haxby 
Prim. Sch., for EX. County School Architect, 
D W. ey gE p Coanky Hall, Northallerton: *W. 
Birch & Son, Spen-la., York, £30,284. 

Stalybridge. eae for B.C.: 13 at Hague Steps 
site, *W. G. West, Litd., 298, Brinnington-rd., 
Woodley, Stockport, £17,388 ; 8 flats at Oakwood 
site, *A. Hudson, Robinson-st., Stalybridge. 

Stockport.—Telephone repeater station at Shaw- 
cross-st., off Hempshaw-la. Est. to cost £1m.: 
*Pochin (Contractors), Ltd., King-st., Middlewich, 
Cheshire. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of 48 houses, for T.C. 
T. C. Hartley. Borough Architect, 28, The Square, 
Stockton: “Moore & Cartwright, Stockton (20), 
£27,258; *T. Pearson & Son, Stockton (28), £33,900. 

Wantage (Berks).—Erection of 14 houses at 
Chaddleworth and 12 at East Challow for R.D.C.: 
*Childrey Building Co., Ltd., Wantage, £20,169 and 
£17,025. 

Warwick.—18 houses on Stratford-rd. estate for 
B.C.: *Sayce Bros. & Oo., ,914. 

Whitehaven.—74 houses at Valley estdte, for 
T.C.: *Direct Labour, £50,174; two shops and 
maisonettes at Mirehouse, for T.C.: *John Laing 
& Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £9,962. 

Yarmouth. —Dwellings for T.C. as follows: Two 
blocks of flats and maisonettes, *W. Ames, Lid., 
£87,098; one block of maisonettes, *R. G. Carter 
Ltd., £36,921 ; ane blocks of houses, *Harris & 
Andrews, Ltd., 
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